1901
January
Pg 2 – “Notes and Comments”
The late Mr. Robert Arthington, of Leeds, whose donation of £5,000 in 1876 gave the
first practical impulse to the foundation of the Central Africa Mission, and who last July gave the
Society £10,000 or the extension of mission work to the Awemba tribes in that country, gave
further evidence of absorbing interest which Missions to the heathen had for him by leaving the
greater part of his large fortune to two societies for foreign mission work. Of this sum our own
Society will receive a share which will probably amount to fully a quarter of a million sterling
[~$41 million in 2022]. The money is given to the Society under certain conditions as to
administration of the fund, and the wishes of the testator, as expressed in his will, are in accord
with his action during his lifetime. He was not in the habit of contributing to the maintenance of
established work, and he has expressed the desire that the money he has left may be devoted to
the extension of the Kingdom of Christ in regions where the people have not as yet had any
portion of the Scriptures in their common tongue. The legacy will therefore not be available for
lightening the burden of present liabilities or for meeting the heavy deficiency in the Society’s
funds. Full particulars of the bequest can only be known after the will has been proved, and the
Directors will then have to decide on the use they will make of the money. All that can be done
at present is to thank God for the splendid provision which thus comes at the opening of the
century for the extension of Christian work.

February
Pg 25 – “Notes and Comments”
We have issued another of our “Up-to-Date” leaflets (No. 8), dealing with our Central
Africa Mission. It is written by the Rev. Harry Johnson, and contains a new map showing the
location of the new Mission to the Awemba. New and revised editions of the Madagascar and
South India leaflets are now ready. Any of the above may be had gratis on application. Our two
most important recent publications, East and West and Missionary Readings and Recitations,
have been favorably reviewed in many quarters, and are selling fairly well.
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Pg 40 – “Literary Notes”
Daybreak in Livingstonia is the title of the handsome semi-jubilee volume of the Free
Church of Scotland’s prosperous Mission in Central Africa. Founded, as the result of
Livingstone’s appeal, at the same time as the C.M.S. Mission in Uganda and our own Mission on
Tanganyika, the Livingstonia Mission has had twenty-five years of quiet and steady growth, with
a record less sensational, but no less gratifying, than that of the better known Uganda Mission.
The volume has been written by Mr. J.W. Jack, M.A., who is not himself a missionary, and has
never, we believe, even visited Livingstonia, but who has done his work remarkably well. It is a
handsome book of 359 pages, with many illustrations, and will afford much food for thought to
those who are interested in our own Central African Mission. (Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier.
Price 5s.)

Pg 41 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa – First Impressions
Mr. Draper and Mr. MacKendrick reached Kawimbi on September 22nd, and received a
very hearty welcome. At the Sunday morning service, conducted by Mr. Hemans, there were
over six hundred natives present. Mr. MacKendrick was appointed to work at Niamkolo. After
being there for more than a week, he writes: “The more I see of Niamkolo the surer I am that
good and lasting work can be done here. I have been much impressed with the work of Mr. and
Mrs. Hemans. Indeed, so far as my experience goes, I have no hesitation in saying that this is the
best mission station I have visited since coming to Africa. The school is attended by about 120
children at present, and some of the work I have seen would be no disgrace to any of our English
schools up to the third or fourth standard. On the first Sunday, although the people were packed
like herrings in a box inside the church, there were over two hundred left outside. The following
Sunday it was just the same. In the afternoon I baptized four women, and there are others waiting
for baptism.”

Pg 47 – “Correspondence”
To the Editor of the Chronicle of the London Missionary Society
Dear Sir, - Will you allow me space for a few remarks on the interesting article which
appeared in the November number of the Chronicle on “The Abolition of Slavery,” referring to
some recent articles on slavery in German East Africa in the journal of the Evangelischer AfrikaVerein?
The writer makes some valuable observations on the increase of trade which experience
has shown to result from the abolition of slavery, and on the practical uselessness of stopping
slave-raids and closing slave-markets in East Africa so long as the institution of slavery
continues. This has been found eminently true in Africa generally; demand for slaves creates the
supply if not by lawful then by unlawful means.
The writer alludes to the influence of the Anti-Slavery Society in pressing upon our
Government the abolition of the legal status of slavery in Zanzibar. May I remind readers of the
article that the points which the writer singles out for special approval in the Decree passed in
1897 are those which this Society has always felt bound to oppose? He argues in favor of
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compensation to slave-owners. The Anti-Slavery Society has always opposed the principle of
compensation on the general ground that no legitimate vested interests can be created in human
beings, and, in the case of Zanzibar, that most of this property was illegally held, the importation
of slaves having repeatedly been declared unlawful since 1873.
Again, the exclusion of all women in the position of concubines from the benefits of the
Abolition Decree of 1897 was regarded by this Society as a very serious defect in the measure,
and an unworthy concession to the Mohammedan custom of polygamy; in the opinion of so high
an authority as Bishop Tucker, of Uganda, this clause bound the majority of the women of
Zanzibar and Pemba in closer fetters than before.
Lastly, the writer refers to the Zanzibar mainland, to which the policy of abolition has not
yet been extended, remarking that the question there is much more difficult. In the opinion of
many the case for abolition there is simpler than on the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba, for Great
Britain is not only the protecting but the executive Power, and the government is carried out
directly by the British officers. In consequence of the refusal of the Government to abolish the
legal status of slavery on the mainland strip, British officers are obliged to administer the local
Moslem customs of slavery, and were the means, not long ago, of actually restoring fugitive
slaves to their masters. The Government pledged themselves in 1897 to extend the policy of
abolition to the mainland “at the earliest possible opportunity,” but hitherto have, on one pretext
or another, deferred taking any steps to carry out this promise.
The scheme mentioned in the last paragraph of the article in which the writer
recommends the German Government gradually to buy up all the slaves and allow them to work
out their own redemption, is one which would hardly commend itself to English readers, for it
means that the authorities would recognize, and themselves take part in, the human traffic which
they condemn.
Yours faithfully,
Travers Buxton, Secretary
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society
55, New Broad Street, London, E.C.

Pg 52 – “Announcements”
Deaths
May – On December 17th, at Kawimbe, British Central Africa, John, the infant son of the
Rev. John May, B.A.

March
Pg 57 – “Our Central African Mission”
By the Rev. Harry Johnson
The Central African Mission has been in the past a severe test to the faith of the
Directors. It was started in the year 1878, and it is now therefore more than twenty years since

Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there.

the earliest pioneers began their march of six hundred miles from the mainland near Zanzibar
towards Ujiji, the proposed center of the work.
Misfortune and disaster
dogged their footsteps; they suffered
fatally from ague, fever, dysentery,
and other malarial sicknesses; their
bullock transport was brought to an
end by the death of their cattle; they
were stopped by powerful robber
chiefs; their goods were stolen by
dishonest carriers; they had to force
their way on foot through the
treacherous marshes and dense
jungle. No wonder some of the
pioneers were worn out by the
difficulties of the way, and died
without seeing Tanganyika, whilst
others only lived to look upon its
calm waters. No wonder that some
were discouraged by the seemingly
impossible task before them, and
retired from the work.
The earliest stations founded at Tanganyika were at Ujiji on the east side, Mtowa on the
west side, and at Kavala Island about midway up the lake. A station was also founded at
Urambo, in the Unyamwezi country, in 1879, and was successfully carried on until 1898, when it
was handed over to the care of the Moravian Mission.
Looking at the work accomplished at the three lake stations – Ujiji, Mtowa, and Kavala
Island – between 1878 and 1888, we see that much work had been attempted. At each center a
school had been opened, preaching services were regularly held, medical assistance was given
the people, and a fair amount of preparatory building work was undertaking. Also, by means of
the steel boat Morning Star and the s.s. Good News, frequent evangelistic journeys were taken
round the lake. The results of the missionaries’ efforts were not great, but some good was done.
The confidence of the people was won, medicines were eagerly sought for, the Sunday was
respected, the public slave market at Ujiji was closed, a hold was gained on the affections of the
children, and Christian truths were sown in the natives’ minds. The ten years’ work, faithfully
kept going by a loyal few, was, however, so far as spiritual results were concerned, apparently
fruitless. It was also seen that owing to the powerful influence of the Arabs, and the obstacles
they could place in the way of an intimate intercourse with the people, the work was, and would
remain, very seriously obstructed. Further, the country had proved a very unhealthy center for
work; of twenty-three missionaries sent out, nine had died, and ten had retired, chiefly through
ill-health.
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Just at this time it was demonstrated by a full year’s experience that at the south end of
the lake there was a much more healthy district, at a higher elevation, in a better-watered and
more wooded country. Also that there the Arab influence was not so strong, and therefore there
was much greater opportunity to come into personal and direct contact with the natives. Further,
easier communication could be had from there with the coast by means of the Zambezi-shire and
Nyassa route. When this combination of advantages is remembered there is no cause for surprise
that the almost fruitless work at the unhealthy northern part of the lake was abandoned, and the
whole work was removed to the more promising districts along the south shore. This removal
really means that an entirely new work was begun, and that therefore our present Tanganyika
stations only date from 1887.
There are three stations in
connection with this Tanganyika
Mission – Kawimbe, Niamkolo,
and Kamboli – with a combined
staff of eight missionaries, of
whom one is a doctor. Kawimbe is
our oldest station. Founded in
1887, at a native village called
Fwambo, it was afterwards
removed a distance of four or five
miles to a more commodious site.
This station is on an elevated
plateau, about twenty-five miles
from the south-east corner of the
lake. A few converts have been
won, who have given great
encouragement by their consistent
life, and by their earnestness in
going forth voluntarily to preach
the Gospel in the districts around.
The result has been the opening up of a large and populous district called the Saisi Valley, about
twenty miles from Kawimbe. Amongst the villages around the mission, and in the Saisi Valley,
preaching journeys are undertaken. In some ten of them schools are built, and the young of both
sexes are instructed daily. There are upwards of 400 scholars at the central school, and probably
another 400 at the various out-schools. There are about 800 regular attendants at the Sunday
services. There are fourteen converts on the church roll, and twenty-five others belonging to the
inquirers’ class.
Niamkolo, our station on the lake shore, at the south-east corner, was founded in 1889.
The people are agriculturists and fishermen. From the first, school work and preaching have been
fairly successful at this station. Regular visits for preaching have been made amongst the villages
along the lake shore. A special feature of the work done at Niamkolo is the splendid influence
exercised amongst the women. Fifty women and girls are members of a sewing-class, and the
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result is very noticeable amongst them. At this place there are 150 scholars regularly attending
school. The regular congregation at the Sunday services is about 700. There are twenty-five
church members, besides a number of probationers.
Kamboli, our third and youngest station, was founded in 1894. It is situated on an
elevated plateau a few miles distant from the center of the south shore of the lake. The locality
around the mission station was a thickly-populated country up to thirty years ago. Now, through
the raids of the Angoni Zulus, followed by the raids of the neighboring Awemba tribe and the
Arab slavers, in parts it has been depopulated. Though the station is only six years old, an active
work is being carried on in the district. About fifteen miles from Kamboli extends a long valley
called the Liendwi Valley. Here about forty villages are crowded together, for, owing to the rich,
damp soil, a maximum harvest may be reaped for a minimum amount of labor. In this valley
about twenty villages are regularly visited for preaching services. There are eight out-stations
established, and daily instruction given in each place. At the central school of Kamboli there are
about 100 scholars, and at the eight out-schools about 300. The first two converts here were
publicly baptized in May, 1900. There are also several other young men who are earnest
inquirers.
Near our Central African missions, at the present moment, are wide-open doors amongst
unevangelized peoples. To the south there is the country of the great Awemba tribe, where a
mission is even now being established; and to the west is the country of Kazembi. Into these
newly-opened countries the representatives of science and commerce are pushing their way, and
the messengers of the Gospel of Peac e are invited. These are increased opportunities, and they
lay upon the Society great responsibilities, for the need for more workers in Centra Africa is very
urgent.

Pg 67 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa
The New Awemba Mission
The Rev. John May, B.A., writes (November 8th): “Mr. and Mrs. Purves left us a
fortnight ago for the Awemba country. Mrs. Purves could not put her foot to the ground when
she left, but bravely refused to delay the journey a day longer. They were to visit our out-station
at Mpolokoso’s (see map, page 58), and then press on to Kazembe’s, choose a healthy site, build
a temporary house, and begin school and evangelistic work; then return to us for consultation in
January. This will mean the occupation of a piece of country about as large as England. We were
over-joyed and humbly thankful to get the good news of Mr. Arthington’s splendid offer for the
Awemba Mission. We see God’s hand very manifestly in it, and are greatly encouraged in going
forward.”

Pg 75 – “The Board Room”
January 29th – The speech of the Chairman, and the resolution of the Board, touching the
death of Queen Victoria and the accession of King Edward, will be found on another page…
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A question from the Treasurer drew from the Foreign Secretary an encouraging statement
as to the position and prospects of our Central African Mission. The reinforcements recently sent
out had arrived in safety; there was great harmony between all the members of the mission; the
new mission to the Awemba was being inaugurated; altogether the condition of the mission was
better than it had ever been.

April
Pg 95 – “Correspondence”
To the Editor of the Chronicle of the London Missionary Society
Dear Sir, - In reply to the valuable remarks of Mr. Travers Buxton, called forth by the
article in your November number on “The Abolition of Slavery,” I may perhaps be permitted to
say that we can hardly expect on this question the same measure of Christian enlightenment in
Germany – where a philanthropic interest in slavery has asserted itself only since the
development of her colonial policy – as is represented by the Anti-Slavery Society, which is in
advance even here, of the general tone of the public mind, and – by Mr. Buxton’s own admission
– of the policy of the English Government.
It should be added that the article purported to be a digest of a series of papers (too
lengthy for insertion in full) by a German judge, who has thoroughly studied the =question, and
whose views, while on the whole in sympathy with the principle of the Anti-Slavery Society,
were mainly intended for practical application to the slavery problem as it presents itself in the
German Protectorate of Africa. And it is, I think, matter for thankfulness that there is an
increasing section in the German nation which feels the necessity of grappling with the great
problem in a just and righteous way.
I enclose a brief statement as to the aims of the Evangelischer Afrika-Verein, as
summarized from their last report. It may interest your readers if you can find space for its
insertion.
Faithfully yours,
B. Hitjer
A German Handmaid to Missions
To counteract the Roman Catholic propaganda in the German Protectorates of Africa, the
German Protestants recently formed a society for the African interests on an evangelical basis,
whose object is the spread of Christian life and teaching among the natives of the German
Protectorates, the improvement of their social condition, and the vindication of their human
rights. The Society also co-operates in all efforts towards the abolition of the slave trade, and
towards the solution of such problems as lie somewhat outside the scope of the ordinary work of
missionary societies.
The first task undertaken by them was the establishment , in a healthy, well-watered
situation among the mountains of Usambara Sotuh (East Africa), of a refuge for liberated slaves,
and of an orphanage for homeless slave-children. In addition to these they built a Convalescent
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Home for Europeans, within accessible distance from Korogwe, a station on the Usambara
Railway. Here a cool retreat is offered to those whose health has suffered in the service of the
Government, or of commerce and missionary enterprise.
The Society is carrying on an energetic campaign against the excessive importation of
spirits, which, especially in West Africa, threatens to destroy the native population. Its efforts in
this direction have been to some extent successful. The Brussels Convection of 1890 has been so
far modified that the minimum import duty on 50 per cent. alcoholic strength has been raised
from 15 francs per hectoliter to 60 francs for Togo and Dahomey, and 70 francs in all other
districts. Extra duty has to be paid for every degree above 50 per cent., which means that the raw
spirit hitherto imported in large quantities will be subject to so heavy a tax as will make its
introduction practically impossible.
Schools for the natives are supported, where they are employed part of the time in garden
and field work, and where they are trained at the same time for commercial situations and for
subordinate Government posts.
It appears from this short summary that the Society is doing good practical work, while
its monthly organ, Afrika, is full of useful information on all matters concerning that Continent.
B. Hitjer

May
Pg 115 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa
Beginning work among the Awemba
A letter from Mr. Purves, written December 17th and received April 1st, gives a very
interesting and hopeful account of the beginning of work among the Awemba. A site has been
chosen near the Mbereze River, in the Lunda country, immediately to the south-east of Lake
Mweru. Here a good house has been built of wattle and daub, and a large space of bush has been
cleared. “The chief, Kazembe, is very friendly, and promises to help us all he can. He has already
shown his friendship by sending several of his men to help us in building. His town, six miles
form here, is the largest I have ever seen in Central Africa, and between us and it there are
twelve small villages. Indeed, this is the most populous district I have seen in Central Africa; and
the population is not likely to fluctuate, for there is abundance of good garden ground, and the
river abounds in splendid fish. We have started a school here for the boys who come to work. My
wife has provided us with an alphabet by cutting the letters out of old magazines and pasting
them on to an old tin box. I am now able to speak a little to the people in their own language; we
have translated three hymns, and I am busy now with the third chapter of St. John… I find the
little knowledge of medicine and surgery I acquired when home on furlough of great service out
there. It has enabled me to give relief to a great number of sufferers… We like the climate very
much, and have had no sickness since settling here.”
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Pg 124 – “Announcements”
Deaths
Mackendrick – On April 15th, at Niamkolo, British Central Africa, the Rev. G.
Mackendrick. (By cablegram)

June
Pg 131 – “Our Anniversary”
…
One or Two Striking Features
…
The Central African
Mission was another which had
been the cause of much anxiety.
There had been so many deaths
and removals, the cost of
maintaining the mission was so
great, the results of all the
expenditure of money and life had
been so very small, and the
indications seemed so clear that if
the mission was really to be a
strong one it would have to be
extended into the more populous
country to the West, that the
Directors had more than once
seriously considered whether they
ought not entirely to withdraw
from the field. After serious
deliberation in 1899, it was
decided to persevere with the work
in the belief that the time of
blessing would come if they waited
for it. “We did well thus to pause.
God has in this also given us rich
encouragement. Work has
developed at each of the three stations so successfully that we have no thirty-five schools, with
nearly 2,000 children in regular attendance. Little Christian communities have been gathered in.
Important industrial work is being done at each of the stations. And, finally, the late Mr.
Arthington, a few weeks before his death, sent the society £10,000 for the much desired
extension of the mission to the Awemba country. Mr. and Mrs. Purves have gone as pioneers,
and have now formed the first station in that country with many signs of encouragement, 150
miles west of Kambole, near Lake Mweru.
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Mr. Thompson went on to say that the Directors regarded the development of industries
as a matter of very great importance among such people. It had, therefore, been a very great
satisfaction to get from men quite unconnected with the mission most kindly expressions of
satisfaction with their efforts in this direction, and to find that a number of native youths were
already useful and profitably employed as carpenters, sawyers, bricklayers, etc. Mr. Hemans, a
son of West Indian negro slaves, and a child of the Society’s mission in Jamaica, had given
special attention to agriculture, and had rendered great service to the community at large by
introducing improved and new varieties of vegetables and fruit. The Foreign Secretary stated that
on the previous Friday he had received from Mr. Hemans an excellent sample of raw sugar
produced by the mission. “I hope we have heard that last of giving up the Central African
Mission. The new century has begun under the shadow of death, but the prospects of the work
are brighter than they have ever been.”
…
Watcher’s Band
…
The Rev. H. Johnson, of Kambole, Central Africa, also testified to the helpfulness of the
Watchers’ Band. The missionaries ofttimes experienced a great sustaining power, and did not
know how it came at that particular time. When, however, they came to analyze the power they
realized that it was from God, in answer to the prayers of those at home. Referring to the work in
Central Africa, Mr. Johnson said he had been astonished, since coming home, to find an
impression abroad that the work was very hard and unproductive. That was a great mistake. It
was, on the contrary, a most hopeful field, and second to none in the interest it should awaken in
the hearts of the constituents of the Society. It was the field which Livingstone brought to the
Society, and would ever be precious on that account. The work at the south end of Lake
Tanganyika was founded by the Rev. D. Picton Jones about fourteen years ago. To the question:
“Is it possible to Christianize the Central African people?” he replied: “Most assuredly it is.”
Fourteen years ago the Alunga (the tribe at the south of Lake Tanganyika) were like was the
Awemba are today. There were tribal wars; prisoners in war became slaves; at the death of a
chief many natives were sacrificed at his grave; infanticide, mutilation, and human sacrifice
prevailed. Through the introduction of Christianity the Alunga had abandoned these evils almost
entirely. The pillars that supported fetish religions – belief in local demons, in witch doctors, and
in the efficacy of charms – were crumbling away through the influence of Christianity. Now,
when one man did a kindness to another the acknowledgement was made: “Thank you, child of
God.” A few years ago the people gloried in cruelty; but today pity was taking its place. The
work that had been done in Central Africa was foundation work that could not be put into
statistics. A few ears of corn had been plucked, and before long there would be a great harvest
gathered in. The work of the Mission was but a green oasis in a great Sahara desert. The country
stretching away to the west and south and all round the lake shore was as yet unoccupied by
missionaries. The Awemba country covered about 40,000 square miles, and up to last year there
was no missionary in that country. During the present year one of his colleagues had started
work among the Awemba. If the churches would give the Mission one missionary for every
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2,000 square miles they would be glad, though the real needs of the case would be better met by
twenty. The churches had got the men, and the missionaries were not going to cease agitating
until they got them into the work.

Pg 147 – “Twenty-Five Years’ Progress in Central Africa”
The Livingstonia Mission Semi-Jubilee Conference
On October 12th, 1900, at the invitation of the Livingstonia Mission, a party of thirtythree Europeans gathered at the Livingstonia Institution and united in singing the “Old
Hundredth” psalm – the same as had been sung on the deck of the Ilala as she steamed into Lake
Nyassa just twenty-five years previously. We could not help thinking of the hopes and anxieties
of that first little band of missionaries. Then little was known of the tribes in the surrounding
countries, and nothing of their languages; but there was abundant evidence of the devastation
wrought by the invading Zulu hordes and by the Arab slavers. Now the Lake is busy with
steamers, and every corner of the surrounding lands has been explored by the trader. Wagons and
bicycles traverse good roads in every direction. Local printing-presses are producing portions of
the Bible in most of the local dialects, read by hundreds and thousands of children in the schools.
Yes, and the Native Church is being added to by the thousand. How far exceeding the wildest
hopes and expectations has been the result of the few years of labor!
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We had met to commemorate that eventful morning, and also to seek present counsel and
inspiration from our brethren. Although a most interesting program for conference had been
suggested, we felt that our meeting should not be only to discuss methods of quarrying the raw
material, but also to consult upon the best methods of building such material into a solid native
church.
Perhaps the most noticeable characteristic of all was the remarkable unity in aim and
interest – the similarity of our difficulties and of the remedies suggested. Not that individuality
was lost – seven societies, five nationalities, thirty-three individuals could not but differ on many
points. But we felt that the service was one, and that the glory of our on King was our chief aim.
A feeling of comradeship and sympathy has been deepened which should do much to consolidate
our attacks on heathenism and to inspire us with fresh courage.
Among the views expressed we can but mention a few of the most prominent ideas and
refer to the official report for details. The value and necessity of a carefully-selected native
agency was on of these. The native, with his knowledge of native thought, can far more
effectively present he Gospel to his fellows than can we; and if the Church is to be a local
growth, made up of men and women not only saved from sin’s punishment, but saved to serve,
she must early take upon herself the evangelization of her neighbors, guided and helped by the
European missionary. So alone can the Gospel be spread broadcast before the flood of
civilization now seeping over Africa brings with it temporal prosperity and moral pollution.
Although an organized native church, self-supporting and self-propagating, must always be kept
in view, yet this ideal has many limitations. A people emerging from dense ignorance and
oppression cannot at once be trusted with an unfettered native ministry, nor must entrance to the
Christian Church be made too easy. Several valuable suggestions to ensure uniformity of practice
were adopted.
The medical men contended that, although medicine was valuable to our pioneering
work, its importance was much greater at a later stage. Without doctors it would be impossible to
keep the native Christian from returning to the medicine man with his nostrums and incantations.
Moreover, the importance of lady missionaries, as the Mission develops, makes the medical
man’s presence most necessary. They pointed out that their message was not to give medicine,
but to “heal the sick” – a commission almost impossible in this land without the hospital. On the
question of fees for medical help, all were agreed that the practice of gratuitous assistance, either
to natives or to Europeans, was most hurtful.
Vernacular literature, prepared by committee rather than by individual effort, was still
considered of prime importance, even although the higher subjects of education might with
advantage be studied through the medium of English. Means were adopted for mutual
information on what translation work might be in progress, so as to avoid the overlapping which,
in the past, has led to great waste of labor.
Christianity is always mere stable when education is insisted on. Hence we felt the need
of impressing on the native convert the importance of his securing for himself and his children
the best education within his reach. Care, however, must be taken that mental ability be
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permitted to displace manual work. Even when secular education passes more into the hands of
the Government, it will not relieve the Church of her duty to supply that of a more religious
nature. A common educational code was prepared, which will probably be accepted by all the
missions working in the country. It was mentioned that the introduction of school fees at first had
the effect of greatly reducing the attendance, but that was rather an advantage than otherwise, for
the standard attained was higher, fewer half-trained teachers being employed, and the direct
advantage of charging fees was so great as fully to justify their imposition.
The prime importance of women’s work was evident to all. The Christian home was an
object-lesson second to none, and its effect upon the rapidly incoming European population was
not to be despised. Single ladies, working side by side with male missionaries, in mixed schools
and classes, have a wonderful influence in elevating the native women in the social scale.
Then we closed our meetings by devoting an hour to recalling the witness of the great
cloud, who – some our forerunners, others our co-workers – having run their race, have already
laid their crowns at their Redeemer’s feet.
W. Govan Robertson.

Pg 150 – “They Rest from Their Labors”
Just before our last issue went to press we received news by cablegram of the death of
two of our African missionaries, the Rev. Robert Hawieson, of Hankey, Cape Colony, and the
Rev. George Mackendrick, of Niamkolo, British Central Africa…
Of the death of the Rev. George Mackendrick we have no details beyond those conveyed
in the telegram announcing the sad fact. After some years of useful work in the pastorate of the
church at Langholm, N.B., he offered himself for service in Central Africa, and left this country
in June of last year. He was a devoted and zealous missionary, and in his letters indicated that he
was finding great happiness in his new sphere of work. Of robust frame and vigorous
constitution, there was every reason to expect for him a long career of usefulness in Central
Africa. But God has accepted the will for the deed, and has called him to join the ranks of the
many martyrs whose graves have consecrated Africa to Christ.

Pg 153 – “The Story of Ten Years”
Finances of the Past Year
During the past year the income has been swelled in two directions. There has again been
an exceptional amount received from legacies, which have exceeded the average for the decade
by £10,000. The general contributions have also included a gift of £10,000 sent to the Society by
the late Mr. Arthington only a few weeks before his death, and intended for the extension of the
work in Central Africa to the Awemba tribe. This large gift, together with a second donation
from Mr. Angas, of Adelaide, for the extension of work in the interior of New Guinea, could not
be applied to the current work of the year. They have, therefore, been invested, with some
smaller sums, thus reducing the actual available income from £148,205 to £136,755. To this has
been added £4,408 drawn from investments held for special purposes, making a total income of
£141,163 to meet an expenditure of £150,866. The result is a deficiency on the year’s working of
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£9,703. Such a deficiency would be very unsatisfactory under any circumstances; but when it is
remembered that the legacy account shows an income of £9,000 above the average for the
decade, and that the amount received from the contributions of the churches and subscribers
generally shows no diminution, it confirms very painfully the conclusion reached in previous
years that the normal income of the Society is really £20,000 less than its normal expenditures.
The Mission-Fields
…In Central Africa the Mission is now firmly and happily established. Industrial work,
school work, and the services on the Sabbath are all in a prosperous condition. Never in its
previous history was the Light so clear and the prospect of the day so bright as it is at present in
Central Africa.

Pg 159 – “The Board Room”
At the meeting of the Directors held on Tuesday, April 23rd, the Foreign Secretary
introduced Dr. and Mrs. Lawes (New Guinea), Mr. and Mrs. Newell (Samoa), Mr. Lucas and Dr.
and Mrs. Campbell (South India), and Mrs. Dr. Joyce (North India), all recently returned on
furlough. Dr. Sidney Morris, appointed to Central Africa, was also introduced to the Board…
The Foreign Secretary announced the unexpected death of the Rev. George Mackendrick,
of Central Africa. Mr. Mackendrick only went out last year; he was a man of fine physique, and
gave abundant promise of usefulness as a missionary. (See p. 150)
_
The annual meeting of Directors was held on Tuesday, May 7th. The Foreign Secretary
introduced Miss Stewart, home on furlough after seven years’ service at Hong Kong; the Rev. E.
Hawker, B.A., formerly of South India, now appointed to Tutuila, Samoa; and Mr. H. Cecil
Nutter, appointed to Central Africa.

Pg 160 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
Watchers all over the world will have heard with great sorrow of the heavy losses the
Society has lately sustained through death. We have to add three to our martyrs’ roll-call – Mr.
Stonehouse in China, and Mr. Chalmers and Mr. Tomkins in New Guinea. Three more of our
friends have been called away since I last wrote these notes – viz., Mr. Howieson, of Hankey;
Mr. Mackendrick, of Kambole; and Mrs. Percy Hall, of Rarotonga.
***
The following are the changes in the List of Missionaires since Christmas: …Page 7 – Rev. R. Howieson died on April 12th. Rev. and Mrs. Jennings have returned
to Barkly West. Mrs. Richardson has joined her husband in Bechuanaland. Rev. G. Mackendrick
died on April 15th. Rev. H.C. Nutter and Dr. Morris are on their way to Central Africa.

July
Pg 178 – “Native Medicals in Central Africa”
By Dr. Neil Macvicar, Blantyre
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In our Mission at Blantyre there is a hospital in which – besides the immediate work of
attending to the patients – the doctor trains young natives to do medical and surgical work. There
is a regular course of study – elementary of course, but practical and suited to the needs of the
country – that they have to master before they obtain their certificates and are allowed to
prescribe for patients. When they have obtained this certificate they are put in charge of
dispensaries at outlying stations of the Mission, and there they attend all who come to them –
themselves being paid by the Mission, and therefore making no charge for their medicines or
their skill, but giving these as a free gift to all sufferers. Thus they show to the people in the most
practical way possible the meaning of the Christianity they are teaching them.
It was at first a question whether these young medical assistants would gain the people’s
confidence. They have done so in a most striking manner. One of them (John Gray Kufa), who
opened a dispensary in a very wild country (Lomweland) where the people were given up to
fighting and slaving, so completely won the people’s confidence that before nine months had
elapsed he had attended thirteen hundred patients. The sick were coming to him long distances
and in companies for the sake of mutual protection, knowing that had they come in ones or twos
their hostile neighbors, through whose land they had to pass, would have captured them, put
them in slave sticks, and sold them. On one occasion no less than fifty new patients turned up
together, most of them suffering from painful ulcers. They camped out beside the dispensary for
several weeks, until they were all healed, and then they left for home.
We look forward to the multiplication throughout Central Africa of such dispensaries as
being the first step towards the solution of the problem. Our own Mission is, so far as we know,
the only Mission in Central Africa that gives to native young men a systematic medical training.
– Life and Work

Pg 182 – “For Livingstone’s Land”
Dr. Sydney H. Morris, who has been appointed to our Central African mission to take the
place vacant since the death of Dr. Mather in 1898, is the son of one of our Directors, the Rev.
W.E. Morris, of Market Harborough, himself formerly one of the Society’s missionaries in South
India. Dr. Morris was born at Market Harborough in 1875. After four years in business he
entered Edinburgh University as a medical student, with a view to foreign missionary work.
Since completing his qualification in 1899 Dr. Morris has held appointments as house surgeon at
the Poplar and Greenwich hospitals.
The Rev. Cecil H. Nutter, also appointed to Central Africa, was born at Keighley (Yorks)
in 1873. Mr. Nutter was articled to a firm of architects in Bradford, and gained an experience
which should be useful to him in the mission-field. For some time he conducted classes in
Building Construction under the Bradford School Board. Early in life he felt the impulse to give
himself to foreign missionary work, and with this end in view he entered Cliff College and
Harley House, afterwards taking a course of medical training at Livingstone College, and also
nearly a year at the London Hospital. Mr. Nutter has been actively engaged in evangelistic work,
both in East London and in the villages of Berkshire and Buckingham, where for two summers
he conducted a caravan campaign. For the last year he has been student pastor of the Epping
Congregational church.
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Pg 184 – “Announcements”
Departures
Dr. S.H. Morrish and Rev. H.C. Nutter, appointed to Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa,
embarked per steamer Ingeli, May 24th.

August
Pg 199 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa
Among the Awemba
We hope next month to present a fuller account of the establishment of our new mission
to the Awemba than has yet been possible. In the meantime the following extracts from the latest
letter from Mr. Purves (dated April 14th) will be of interest: “It is a great advantage to have Mrs.
Purves with me here. The people had never seen a white woman before, and, as the news of her
presence spread, the female portion of our audiences gradually increased… The five months we
have spent here have been very happy ones. We have been holding from twenty to thirty services
a week, and the morning service – held every day at sunrise – enables me to speak to over a
hundred men, who have come to work from all over the country, some of them a distance of a
hundred miles or more. So the seeds of truth are carried far and near… I have now translated the
whole of St. John’s Gospel into the Chibemba language, in addition to a number of hymns… I
find it very trying to have to sit in the sun when speaking to the people, as it is seldom one can
get a shady spot where there is room for the people to sit. It would be a great help if some friend
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of the Society would send me a small ‘umbrella tent’ which I could stick in the ground when I
begin to speak.”

Pg 204 – “The Late Mr. Mackendrick”
At the time of our announcement of the death of the Rev. George Mackendrick, of our
Central African Mission, we were not able to give his portrait in these pages. As no portrait was
published at the time of his appointment to the mission-field, we feel sure that many of our
readers will wish to see the face of the man who has laid down his life for Christ, as one of their
representatives, in the heart of Africa.
A letter recently received from one of his colleagues testifies to the esteem and affection
felt for Mr. Mackendrick by all his fellow-workers. “You can imagine,” says the writer, “what a
terrible blow his death was to us all. He seemed so well fitted by nature and by grace for the
work he came out to do, and we were hoping such great things from him, that his loss is the
harder to bear. He had already endeared himself to us by his fine spirit and brotherliness.”

Pg 204 – “A Call from Tanganyika”
It is with heavy hearts we add another
name to the death-roll – or, shall we say, to
the roll of honor – of the Central African
Mission. It must needs be that some should die
for Africa, if Africa is to be brought to the feet
of Christ. Carson and Mather were called
away during the last decade of the old century,
not to mention two brave ladies who were
missionaries indeed; many before them laid
down their lives, and now Mackendrick, at the
beginning of the new century, has been called
to his rest and his reward.
Barely seven months ago we
welcomed him into our midst, and now he has
been welcomed into the presence of the Lord,
whom he loved and whom he served.
Our sorrow will be shared by many at
home who were attracted by his geniality, brotherliness, and whole-heartedness in the cause of
Christ. The Congregational Church at Langholm, of which he was pastor for several years, will
feel his death keenly. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out especially to the one who has hoping to
join him in his life and work. We have fellowship in their sufferings. To us the blow is terrible.
Our brother was much beloved in the Mission, and he gave promise of doing noble work.
His illness lasted less than a week. Dr. Mackay was summoned to Niamkolo at once, and
attended him to the last; but his skill and care were unavailing. On Sunday evening he began to
sink, and breathed his last at half-past six o’clock on Monday evening, April 15th. His end was
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very peaceful. When the Doctor told him he was dying, he said: “Our God is a strong tower.”
We, too, who remain, can say: “A safe stronghold our God is still.”
The funeral took place on Tuesday, the 16th, and was attended by Dr. Mackay, Mr.
Hemans, Mr. Robertson, and two Europeans in the neighborhood. We often say that the adage,
“It is the unexpected that happens,” holds true, especially in Central Africa. Who would have
thought that the fine constitution and athletic frame of our brother would so soon have been laid
low by that insidious enemy of mankind in tropic climates – malaria. We are thankful that the
question of malaria is being studied and investigated scientifically; but whether malaria will be
successfully combated in the future or no, this we know of a surety – that there is an unfailing
remedy for the malaria of the human heart in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“New stations must be filled and blanks supplied.” Surely Mr. Mackendrick’s death is a
call for fresh volunteers. When teachers from Rarotonga fall at their posts in New Guinea others
are anxious to fill the gaps. Will the sons of Britain, who are servants of Christ, be behind them?
We will not believe that the young manhood in our churches will refuse to respond to this call of
Christ. They are needed here “at the front.” And how glorious the welcome home after the
campaign!
Kawimbe.
John May.

Pg 208 – “Our Fellow Workers”
East Africa – In the May number of Afrika a complaint is voiced from German
missionaries in East Africa concerning the unfair methods of the (Roman Catholic) Trappists,
both in intruding upon fields occupied by Protestant missionaries, and in enticing away their
members. At Marangu, where the Leipzig Society had established a school, the Trappist Fathers
have likewise opened one, in spite of remonstrances as to the confusion sure to arise from such
interference. Some twenty-five boys have already been decoyed from the Protestant school, and
tell their former associates that it is much pleasanter to learn under the “Mopia” (corruption from
“Mon père”), as they are not so strict about singing and dancing, and are always ready to pardon
sins against the Commandments. It will help us to understand the Protestant attitude by
remembering that such dances form part of the heathen worship. The Trappists also intend to
settle at the Meru mountain, though the Leipzig Society has been preparing for some time to
plant a mission there; their allegation being that the German commander had desired such
settlement. This is simply a perversion of facts, for it turns out that the prior claims of the
Leipzig Society upon the inhabited part of the mountain were distinctly pointed out by the
authorities. B.H.

September
Pg 209 – “Notes and Comments”
Sir Harry Johnston’s official Report as Special Commissioner for Uganda has just been
published. It contains some testimonies to the value of Christian missions which should outweigh
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the irresponsible utterances of a handful of newspaper correspondents. What, for instance, could
be clearer or more emphatic than the following?
“Whatever disappointing results may have shown themselves in other parts of Africa in
the form of cant, hypocrisy, and purely nominal or superstitious forms of Christianity, I do
honestly consider that the work of the great missions in the Uganda Protectorate has achieved
most satisfactory results. It cannot be said that the natives of the Uganda Protectorate have been
‘spoilt’ by Christianity; they have been greatly improved, and have not, in the adoption of this
religion, lost either manliness or straightforwardness.”

Pg 220 – “Among the Awemba”
The Story of Our New Mission in Central Africa
For several years the Directors of the London Missionary Society have had before them
the question of extending the work of the Central African Mission into the country of the
Awemba, a people dwelling in the region to the south-west of Lake Tanganyika as far as Lakes
Moero and Bangweolo. Round the southern shores of Tanganyika the population is not large; the
motive which formerly gathered the natives round the mission is happily no longer in operation,
for the fear of the slave-trader will soon, we may hope, be only a memory of the past; the
missionary now has to follow the people – and the sites most favored of the natives are not
always those most conducive to the health of Europeans.
Our missionaries, realizing
that the population within easy
reach of Tanganyika hardly
afforded sufficient scope for the
development of the mission, turned
longing eyes to the Awemba
country. It was a land not only
unoccupied, but even unvisited by
the heralds of the Cross. So far as
can be ascertained, the first
missionary to visit the country was
the late Mr. Carson, who made a
journey thither in 1894. He was
courteously received by the great
chief Kazembi, who told him,
however, that no white man would
be allowed to settle in the country.
About the same time a visit was paid by Mr. Thomas to the chief Mponde, who was willing that
the missionary should build him a house, but did not want a school. The verdict of the
missionaries was that the time was not yet ripe for commencing a mission.
The people were said to be superior to most of the surrounding tribes in strength of
character and physique. They do not belong to the Zulu or Kaffir races, like their neighbors, but
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appear to have migrated to their present quarters from some region to the north or west,
establishing themselves by force of arms three or four generations ago. There was therefore
every reason to hope that when once they were brought under the power of the Gospel, they
would prove zealous and capable messengers of salvation to other tribes. The country lay within
the administration of the British South Africa Company, so that there was no reason to anticipate
political complications in connection with the mission.
These considerations weighed so
heavily with the Directors that it had more
than once been resolved to undertake the
mission. But, as has so often been the case, the
financial position of the Society made it
impossible to convert resolution into action,
and the question was postponed. At length the
time came when action had to be taken
immediately if the opportunity was not to be
lost forever. Missionaries of the Roman
Catholic faith were pressing for admission to
the country. The British Administrator,
however, in view of the fact that the London
Missionary Society had declared its intention of occupying the land, refused to sanction the
entrance of the Roman Catholics; but unless we could occupy the country effectively before the
end of the year (1900), he would no longer be able to keep it open for us.
At this juncture, though with no
knowledge of the acuteness of the crisis, the
late Mr. Robert Arthington wrote to the
Society, offering a large sum of money for the
extension of work at the north end of
Tanganyika. When the circumstances were
explained to him, Mr. Arthington readily
consented to apply his gift to the work among
the Awemba, and in July, 1900, gave the sum
of £10,000 for this object. “Consider,” he said,
“that the offering is made to Him who taught
us to do good unto all men.”
In the meantime Mr. Purves and Mr.
Govan Robertson had visited the country, the
former in February, and the latter in July, 1900, and had reported very favorably on the prospects
of missionary work among the people. Mr. Purves, who was accompanied by his wife, was away
for twenty-six days. He visited several important centers, and was everywhere received with
kindness by the chiefs. On his return the matter was discussed in committee, and Mr. Robertson
was appointed to make a definite beginning of the mission by opening an out-station at
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Mpolokoso’s, a powerful and friendly chief, whose respect Mr. Purves had won by extracting
some troublesome teeth.
Mr. Robertson stayed for some weeks at Mpolokoso’s, built a schoolhouse and teacher’s
house, organized a school, and settled some native teachers to carry on the work. He also
prepared a small grammar of the Cibemba language, with a few hymns, the Lord’s Prayer, and
the Ten Commandments.
In November Mr. and Mrs. Purves again visited the country, and fixed on the district of a
great chief named Kazembi for the first Central Mission station.
Kazembi’s town is some ten miles to the south-east of Lake Moero, and about 150 miles
from Kambole. A good house was built, and a school started with about sixty boys in regular
attendance. “This is a splendid center to work from,” wrote Mr. Purves, after being there for two
months (January 25th, 1901); “the more I see of it the better I like it. We have service here every
morning, and on Saturdays and Sundays the native teacher and I between us hold from six to ten
services in various places.”
The last letter received from Mr. Purves is dated April 14th, and contains much interesting
information. “We have lately had a tour,” he writes, “round some of the villages. Everywhere we
met with a hearty reception, and the people listened attentively. We visited about forty villages,
most of them small, with a few fair-sized ones. One thing was impressed on me during the
journey, and that was the advantage of having my wife with me. The people had never seen a
white lady before, and turned out in great numbers to look at her.”
“After being here for five months,” he says in the same letter, “I can most truly say that
God has been with us, blessing and guiding us. We hold from twenty to thirty services a week,
and the daily service here at sunrise enables me to speak to over a hundred men, who have come
from different villages – some of them scores of miles away – to work for us.
“Some time ago I started a class for the benefit of the native Christians who are with us.
Since then ten young men have asked to be allowed to join the class, and four of them – all
Kawimbe boys – have expressed a desire to follow Christ.
“I have translated the whole of St. John’s Gospel into the native language, and also a
number of hymns.
“My wife and I have had very little sickness here, although we have had to rough it a
good deal, and that during the most trying season of the year. I have therefore come to the
conclusion that this is a healthy site.”
Mr. and Mrs. Purves were expecting to have to leave their work for a time at the
beginning of May, in order to attend the annual meeting of committee at Kawimbe. They hoped,
however, to return as soon as possible. It will be seen that the mission has made a promising
start. It may be that God has a great work for our Society to accomplish in this country – the
country on the borders of which our most famous missionary, David Livingstone, breathed his
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last. We shall await with eager expectation the next letters from our friends who are holding this
distant outpost for Christ, and we shall bear them up constantly in our prayers.

Pg 231 – “The Board Room”
The last meeting of the Board before the holidays was held on July 23rd. The following
missionaries were introduced… Dr. and and Mrs. Mackay, from Central Africa… Dr. Mackay
testified to a great improvement in the work of our mission in Central Africa; it would be a
mistake to neglect the old work for new enterprises…
The Rev. D. Picton Jones, formerly of the Central Africa Mission, was appointed to
Matebeleland, and the Rev. J.H. Cullen, of Mangaia, was transferred to New Guinea to take the
place of the late Mr. Tomkins.

Pg 232 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Dr. J.G. Mackay and Mrs. Mackay, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, via Flushing,
on July 18th

October
Pg 233 – “Notes and Comments”
Scarcely a month passes without the record of some new “frontier grave” having to be
written. The stretch of country to the south of Lake Tanganyika has been “appropriated” to us by
many such graves. The last to lay down his life in that hard field was not the least of the army of
African martyrs. John May, whose spirit passed to heaven on the 21st of August, was a
missionary of great achievement and of greater promise. A brief memoir of his work, from the
pen of our Foreign Secretary, will be found on another page.

Pg 246 – “The Death of Rev. John May”
The death of the Rev. G. Mackendrick has been followed only too soon by another very
serious loss to the Central African Mission. At present nothing is known at the Mission House
except the contents of the brief telegram received on August 23rd, informing the society that
“May died 21st.” Laconic as the announcement was, it meant that our Central African Mission
had lost one of the most capable, devoted, and promising young missionaries in the field of many
sorrows.
John May formally offered his services to the society in 1893, when in the middle of his
course of study at Cheshunt College, but his missionary purpose had been expressed long before
that time. He received a thorough training as a marine engineer, and first sought information
from the society as to the possibility of being able to use his knowledge of engineering in
connection with mission work among the heathen. His character and steadfastness of purpose
were shown in the resolute way in which he met and overcame the difficulties which then beset
his course, and deliberately gave up his profession to enter Cheshunt College, in order that he
might more thoroughly equip himself for missionary service. He had joined Dr. Horton’s Church
at Hampstead immediately after his conversion in 1884, and it was a sermon of Dr. Horton’s in
1887 which first seriously turned his thoughts to missionary service. He was at that time greatly
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affected by an impediment in speech, which seemed to make it very doubtful if he would ever be
able to express himself fluently or effectively. Nothing daunted, however, he determined to
overcome this defect if possible, and devoted himself with great earnestness and with
considerable cusses to various forms of Christian work, especially to speaking in mission halls,
children’s services, and in the open air. He entered Cheshunt College in September, 1890, and
obtained his B.A. degree in 1894. Dr. Whitehouse speaks of him as one of the most industrious
and conscientious students he has had under his care, and his ardor in evangelistic work was as
great as his devotion to study.
In 1897 he was set apart as a missionary to Central Africa, and during the brief years of
his service in the mission field gave evidence of exceptional depth and strength of character and
of capacity for varied service. His engineering knowledge was brought into use as soon as he
arrived in the repair of the steel lifeboat, which had been wrecked in a storm: The industrial
department of the Mission at Kawimbe was successfully developed, and he devoted himself
zealously to the extension and improvement of the elementary schools connected with the
Mission. His spiritual purpose was however, supreme. A sentence form one of his own reports
describes most accurately the course which he consistently pursued. He divides the work of the
station into three parts – that of th e heart, the head, and the hand; and he says: “The question as
to which is the most important does not arise. We came out to do the first, for the permanence of
which the second is found to be absolutely necessary, and the third is found to be a valuable
assistant to the other two.” Sound judgement, strong grasp of principles, fidelity to duty, an
amiable and conciliatory spirit, and a beautiful simplicity of faith and consecration, combined to
make him a most valuable member of the Mission staff, one whose loss it will be difficult to
replace. Mrs. May, who, during her brief life in Central Africa, has had sorrow upon sorrow, has
proved herself a true helpmeet of her husband in her consecration and service, and even in the
fulness of her sorrow is earnestly desirous to be permitted to remain where she is, and to carry on
the work in which they have been engaged.

Pg 256 – “Announcements”
Births
Johnson – At Chatteris, on August 28th, the wife of Rev. Harry Johnson, of Central
Africa, of a daughter.
Deaths
May – On August 21st, at Kawimbe, Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, the Rev. John
May, B.A., in his 36th year. (By cablegram)

November
Pg 276 – “In Memoriam”
II – The Rev. John May, of Central Africa
We were able to give in our last issue a brief testimony to the work and character of Mr.
May from the pen of our Foreign Secretary. The following extracts from a letter written by one
of Mr. May’s fellow-workers, Dr. James G. Mackay, will supplement what was said last month: -
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“John May’s call to the mission-field,” writes Dr. Mackay, “and to the Tanganyika
Mission in particular, was manifestly in obedience to Divine guidance. Unable to go to one of the
larger fields, such as India or China, where much actual preaching would have been required of
him, and little opportunity given of using his engineering and other practical gifts, he went rather
to the heart of the Dark Continent.
“Many a time did he speak of the honor and the joy of being a follower of dr. Livingstone
in the very regions where that great traveler-missionary, not thirty years ago, had labored and
died. He was a bright, enthusiastic missionary, and as a friend and companion he was the kindest
and most unselfish man I ever met.
“Many young missionaries in similar circumstances would have lost heart for the rest of
their life-work were they to have suffered, as we know Mr. and Mrs. May did, in the loss first of
house and home by fire, immediately after their arrival at their station, and later on in the loss of
their two little ones. Not so they, however: it only seemed to make them brighter and more
unselfish than ever.
“I will remember Mr. May’s return form his visit to the Livingstonia Mission of the
United Free Church of Scotland, two or three years back. It seemed to have come to him quite as
a revelation what could be done in the way of evangelizing and educating the tribes around him.
He was full of schemes and ideas for the prosecution of his work more or less on similar lines,
some of which he started successfully at Kawimbe and the neighborhood. Once scheme to which
he was much devoted was the formation of a sort of normal school for the training of teachers, to
go out and teach and preach to their fellow-countrymen. When we came away in May last he was
prosecuting this work with gratifying results.
“His greatest joy, however, was to have men and women coming to him to inquire the
way of salvation, or to tell him of their wish to follow the Savior. Not a few such did he speak to
and encourage in the battle against sin and temptation during his brief four years’ service.
“Mr. May was much interested in the Bantu tongues, and more especially the Kimambwe
language, which is spoken at the south end of Lake Tanganyika, in the district in which he
worked. He bade fair to become an exact and critical scholar of the latter, as well as of its
kindred dialects, which he longed to see used in the translation of the Holy Scriptures, so that
men all over Central Africa might eventually be able to read for themselves the message of
redeeming love. He would have rejoiced to see the but recently completed New Testament in the
Kimambwe tongue – copies of which, alas! will arrive too late for him to use.”

Pg 280 – “Is the Central African Lazy?”
By the Rev. Harry Johnson
Before going to Central Africa, I had heard that the natives were very lazy, and that no
moral influence would induce them to work. This idea, though common at home, is most
certainly a mistake. It may be true that before the missionaries arrived the South Tanganyika
natives did very little work. That, however, was the fault of their surroundings, rather than of the
people. They had no need to do much work, for the country is very sparsely peopled, and
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therefore every person had as large a piece of garden-ground as he cared to cultivate. The soil is
very rich, so that by a little work in their gardens during the early rains they reaped a sufficient
crop to keep them all the year. There was no real poverty among them, except after a severe
drought, after a plague of locusts, or after the raid of a neighboring hostile tribe. Their
requirements were few – they bought no furniture, for they were content to sit on the floor of
their huts; they bought no clothes, for they were satisfied with the skin of an animal or a piece of
bark-cloth. They had no ambition to improve their surroundings, for what had been good enough
for their fathers was good enough for them. Thus, before the arrival of the missionaries, the chief
work of the natives was in the gardens, and as this work was soon finished, their life seemed, and
in truth was, a life of indolence during the greater part of the year.

Since the missionaries have been in their midst we have had abundant evidence that the
South Tanganyika natives can work, and are willing to work, when the Gospel is proclaimed and
the nobility and advantages of labor are set before them. The influence and teaching of the
missionaries have aroused in the natives an ambition to improve themselves. They now see that
in return for labor they can obtain calico and prints for clothes, beads for ornaments, and useful
articles for their homes. To obtain these good several native industries are now carried on, for the
natives are anxious to make goods that the white men will buy. Some of them, as seen in the
picture, will make native cord for sale, some will make baskets, and some bamboo mats. Many
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desire to learn a trade. There is now always a larger number of youths asking to be given work in
our mission workshops than can be employed. They willingly learn carpentering, ironworking,
brick-making, and building. Amongst the young boys there is quite a keen competition for
service as domestics in the homes of the missionaries. The house-boys in the picture show at
how youthful an age some of the lads begin to make themselves useful.
The willingness of the native to work is a move in the right direction. By throwing off the
indolent habits of the past, they earn calico to clothe themselves, and thus become raised
socially. While working with their hands they have to use their heads, and are thereby
strengthened intellectually. By being brought into closer contact with the missionary, they hear
his words, they see his life, and so are helped spiritually.
The future of the Central African is full of promise. We are giving them the Gospel to
illuminate their hearts. We are showing them a Christian example that they may know there is
something high and noble to live for. We are teaching them trades, and helping them to acquire
good tastes that make work both a necessity and a pleasure. Thus they are now going forward in
the march of civilization, and today, amongst the rising generation, we are seeing great and rapid
changes towards Christianity.

December
Pg 285 – “Notes and Comments”
The effects of the Society’s financial position are being brought home to us with terrible
force. Dr. Sydney Morris gives it as his opinion that the Rev. John May would have rallied from
his illness had not his strength been exhausted by overwork. We hope the churches realize the
responsibility of thus over-burdening their representatives.

Pg 300 – “Personal Notes”
Africa. – Dr. Morris and Mr. Nutter, our new missionaries in Central Africa, reached
Kawimbe only a few days before Mr. May’s death. They both plead earnestly for reinforcements,
and attribute the death of their colleague largely to over-work consequent upon the smallness of
the staff.

Pg 305 – “The Board Room”
At the meeting of the Board on October 22nd there were seventy-four Directors present.
The Foreign Secretary introduced the following missionaries to the Board:… Rev. D. Picton
Jones, transferred from Central Africa to Matabeleland…
At the Board meeting on October 29th, there were forty-nine Directors present. The
meeting was one of the shortest on record, the business transacted being almost entirely of a
formal character.
The Examination Committee was instructed to nominate one medical and two clerical
missionaries for work in the Awemba country, Central Africa, funds for the maintenance of the
mission having been provided by the late Mr. Robert Arthington.
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Pg 307 – “Our Fellow Workers”
Africa – The director of the Leipzie Mission complains that in some parts of the German
Protectorate of East Africa the feudal service of medieval times is being resuscitated. The
anticipation that those who paid the hut tax would be free from arbitrary imposition of forced
labor proves a pleasant dream. Both men and women are commandeered, and the children are
left to themselves. (The reference here is to the Chaga negroes on the Kilimanjaro.) Hundreds of
them have to work for weeks without pay, and grow jealous of those occupied at the mission
stations who get their regular pay. When some of the regular worshippers are missed on
Sundays, and inquiry is made, it is found that they have had to prepare a piece of ground for
lawn tennis for the Europeans. All this adds to the hindrances of missionary work, and makes
European rule disliked. In order to secure the prosperity of the East African colony the primary
condition, surely, is to inspire the natives with confidence in the humane character and the
benevolent intentions of the white man. – Calver Missionsblatt – (B.H.)

Pg 308 – “Announcements”
Departures
Rev. D. Picton Jones and Rev. R. Haydon Lewis, appointed to South Africa, embarked at
Southampton per steamer Dunvegan Castle, on November 2nd.
Birth
May – On November 6th, at Kawimbe, British Central Africa, the wife of the late Rev.
John May, B.A., of a daughter. (By cablegram)

1902
January
Pg 4 – “John May, of Central Africa”
“The Central African Mission had been the cause of much anxiety… but after serious
deliberation in 1899 it was decided to persevere with the work in the belief that the time of
blessing would come… Never in its previous history was the light so clear and the prospect of
the day so bright as it is at present in Central Africa.”
“It is good; I am so thankful – so thankful,” was his remark when the above words from
the June Chronicle were read to him as he lay on his death-bed, worn out by four years of intense
labor (such as none but his closest companions could know) on behalf of our much-tried Central
African Mission.
The Rev. John May, B.A., joined our band in September, 1897, and from the first threw
his heart into the work of the Mission in all its branches. Being an engineer by early training, his
first task was the repair the Mission lifeboat, Morning Star. He afterwards took up the
blacksmithing department of our industries at Kawimbe, and so developed it that last year its
local expenses were more than covered. His training at Cheshunt College, under Dr. Reynolds
(of whom he ever spoke with deepest reverence and love), marked him out, however, as one
fitted more especially for educational, linguistic, and pastoral work, and to these he devoted
Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there.

himself increasingly as he became more conversant with the language and modes of thought of
the people.
Among other things which he was able to accomplish I may mention the following: (a) During his four years’ residence at Kawimbe the number of village schools in the
district has multiplied fourfold. At the Central Station, also, a training school for teachers has
been formed, with satisfactory results.
(b) Besides some minor work in Kimambwe, Mr. May was enabled to put into circulation
a translation of part of the Acts of the Apostles. The parables of Christ, too, as translated by him,
are now in the press at Livingstonia, and will form a valuable addition to our small supply of
literature in the native language.
(c) His pastoral work was peculiarly dear to him. He knew no greater joy than to hear the
ofttimes faltering confession of desire “to forsake sin,” or “to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,”
or “to enter into the Kingdom of God.” Twenty-two members were admitted into the church here
between August, 1898, and June, 1901. Numbers, however, are a poor measure of spiritual
growth, and we look forward in faith to a rich harvest after faithful and patient sowing.
In addition to his work more directly connected with Kawimbe, Mr. May had, since his
arrival here, held the arduous post of Secretary of the District Committee, and it was in this
connection that some of his most lasting and far-reaching service was rendered. While
uncompromising upon matters of vital principle in the conduct of mission affairs, he was
essentially a man of peace, and aimed at love and unity among his fellow-workers. As his
colleague at this station throughout the whole of his four years, I personally learned to value his
high sense of the dignity of the missionary’s office and his ever-ready sympathy and brotherly
counsel.
I must not conclude this little sketch without referring to the universal respect he had won
from his fellow-countrymen outside the Mission circle. His ready helpfulness in practical ways
and unselfish thoughtfulness for others made him welcomed as a friend by the Europeans all
over the Plateau.
W. Govan Robertson

Pg 5 – “Industrial Work in Central Africa
By the Rev. Harry Johnson
If a reader of the Chronicle were to visit any of our Central African mission stations, he
would be surprised to see such centers of industry, and to find so large a number of natives being
instructed in various branches of useful work.
On one of our stations agriculture is taught, and natives are employed to till the land for
the cultivation of wheat. Whilst engaged in this work, the native learns from the missionary how
to irrigate the land that would be otherwise barren, the uses of manures where the soil is poor,
and how to do the greatest amount of work in the shortest time by the employment of improved
implements.
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At another station
carpentering is taught. Just outside
the native part of the village may
be seen a number of men working
at a sawpit. In the carpenter’s shop
boys are engaged in making chairs
and tables, window frames, paneldoors, and sundry small articles
required in the schools or about the
mission premises. Others are
learning elementary iron-work –
making nails, staples, and other
things in constant demand.
On another station a visitor
might find brick buildings being
erected. He would be interested to
watch a number of men, women,
and boys, some digging clay, some
pounding it to make it soft, some molding the clay into bricks, some carrying the clay-bricks to
buildings used for drying them, and others probably engaged in building a kiln preparatory to
baking the bricks ready for use. A little walk from the brickfield to the front of the village, and
he would see a number of busy natives engaged, under the missionary’s intstruction and
superintendence, erecting, it might be, a house or chapel or hospital.
These people, though working for the mission, have not ceased their former work of
cultivating their gardens. Both men and women will work in various ways for us, during the dry
season, and in this way obtain calico and other goods; but as soon as the dry season is over, and
the rains are beginning, they leave our work in order to go to their gardens. In this way the
natives grow sufficient to feed them all the year. When the rains are over they return to our work.
The boys and girls in our employ work half a day, and attend school half a day, but the men and
women work from 7 a.m. until 5 p.m, with a rest of about one hour in the middle of the day. For
this work the average pay is two yards of calico (value tenpence) for a man, and one yard of
calico (value five-pence) for a woman, for each week’s work.
Many friends will, I know, rejoice to learn that we are trying to make intelligent useful
Christians of the Africans, by making them true men in the practical affairs of life. Some,
however, have asked me how far such industrial work is beneficial to our mission, and others
have expressed an opinion that it is not work in which a mission should be engaged. To remove
prejudice, I will point out a few benefits we have observed in Central Africa as a result of our
industrial work.
I. – The Native is Greatly Benefited
(1) The agricultural training he receives shows him how his land may be made more
productive, and how he may plant useful trees.
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(2) Our carpentering work shows the natives how they may better their surroundings, and
arouses in them an ambition to improve themselves and their houses. We often find that articles
of furniture the native has been making in the workshop under the supervision of the missionary
he tries to make in his spare time for his own home. Some have made for themselves chairs,
others tables, and one has made for himself a really good cupboard.
(3) Our industrial work has added to the general decency of the natives. The workmen
receive calico for the work they do, and this is circulated in the neighborhood, and with this cloth
nearly all the natives clothe themselves suitably. Around our mission districts there are very few,
if any, of the settled inhabitants who need to make shift with the skin of an animal, or a piece of
bark cloth, as they did until quite recently.
(4) By teaching the natives trades, we raise the workmen intellectually as well as socially.
Our work gives them food for thought, and teaches them to use their brains whilst using their
hands. It brings out their latent powers, and cultivates any gifts they may possess for artisan
work. It makes them better citizens, and more useful to the community. The workers thus
become helpers in the development of their country, and add to its material prosperity.
II. – Industrial Work Helps Spiritual Work
In all its departments it is carried on in direct connection with our more definite
missionary work. We do not rest content with the material, social, and intellectual advancement
of our young workers; we insist on keeping the spiritual elevation of the people in the first place.
Thus we regard this, our industrial department, as a means to an end, as a helper, and only a
helper, to our great work of brining the people of Central Africa into a personal touch with the
living Christ. That our industrial work helps us in this direction may be proved. If we simply had
to do with the people in the school and the church, we should come but very little into contact
with them in their daily life. By means of the industrial work we are constantly with them during
the hours of the day. We can set the Christ-life before them in the workshop, in the brickfield,
and in all the various branches of our secular work. By this the natives are enabled to see more
clearly that Christianity is not simply a belief, but a life to be lived – not simply a creed, but the
daily practice of the teaching of Jesus. As an evidence that the workshop gives us this greater
influence, you will be interested to learn that most of our brightest Christian boys, and every one
of our Christian teachers (without exception), are from among those who have been under the
daily influence of the missionary in some section of our industrial work.
III. – Industrial Work Benefits the District and the Mission
The work of the industrial department upon our mission district has so altered the
appearance of the locality that our center gives to the tribes all around an object-lesson of what
we wish their villages to become. The Central African villages are indescribably filthy and
unsanitary. The tribes need an ideal village put before them as a pattern for them to copy, and by
means of our industrial work we have met this need. If you were to visit a mission station in
Central Africa where no industrial work is carried on, you would find that the village is an
ordinary native village. It may be picturesquely situated under a grove of trees; but to get to it
you would probably have to walk through a lot of marsh and filth of every description. When
inside the village you would find the houses built without any pretense at system; so closely
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together as to make the whole place most unsanitary and dangerous. A visit to the house of the
missionary, and the chapel of the mission, would probably show them to be in a very poor
condition also.
On the other hand, at the
stations where there is an industrial
as well as a spiritual work, you
would find there are good roads
made to all the chief entrances of
the village. Within the stockade the
houses are arranged in order,
forming streets; also within the
enclosure, but outside the native
portion, are good houses for the
resident missionaries, a well-built
chapel, storehouse, and workshop.
These improvements so mark the
mission center that it becomes as a
city set on a hill that cannot be hid.
These improvements tend in many ways to give better health to the missionaries living
there. The marsh near most villages makes it a very unhealthy place for white men to reside at.
Where, however, industrial work is being carried on, a ditch or stream will be cut through the
marsh, the stagnant water will be drained off, and the marsh turned into good garden ground.
This removes a fruitful source of disease, for by draining the swampy lands we help to free the
locality from mosquitoes and malaria. By making a good road round the village we clear away
the rubbish and filth of every description that has been accumulating for years, just outside and
all around the stockade. The roads also prevent any such accumulation of filth again so near the
village, for when a road has been made a native will generally cease to deposit rubbish on it, or
close to it. Our spiritual work is thereby indirectly helped, for as the missionary enjoys better
health he has more energy for all his work.
IV. – Industrial Work Benefits the Society’s Funds
This last benefit is being stated to prevent some friends forming an opinion that our
industrial work saps the funds given by friends at home for more definitely spiritual work. This
department of our work, so far from being a costly branch of service, has saved the Society much
money, which would have had to be expended for the carriage of goods for mission buildings
and mission purposes. As an example, on two of our stations we have recently built good brick
houses for the missionaries. On some mission stations, where industrial work is not carried on,
doors, window frames, etc., have had to be sent from England; but by the aid of our boys in the
workshop all necessary work has been done by natives, and the only things the missionaries had
to get from England were the glass for the windows, the locks and hinges for the doors, and a
few small fittings of various kinds.
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To add to the amount saved by the workshops, there is the sum of money actually
received for work supplied, which money helps to furnish funds for the extension of the work.
From the missionaries on the spot, and from the few traders and Administration official we meet,
the Society has received for wheat, garden produce, and carpentering work supplied, a sum of
about £200 in a year. This is not quoting an exceptional year, for the industrial department one
year did far more than the above. The following extract from the present year’s official report
will astonish many: “In 1899 the industrial departments [of our Central Africa Mission] not only paid for
themselves, but more than met all the local expenses of the mission as well, so that the grants
asked for from the Directors in 1898 were not touched.”
These facts speak for themselves, and show what a help to our finance our industrial
department has been.
Industrial work in Central
Africa in invaluable, but we need
always to keep it in a subordinate
place. Our real work is the
spiritual; at the same time we
cannot overlook the material. Our
great object is the enlightenment of
the mind and the regeneration of
the heart; but industrial work is an
aid to this, influencing and
transforming the social and
national life. Thus, while we can
rejoice in the extension of our
industrial work, we can never
allow it to become of primary
importance. We can never make it our chief aim to establish a paying industry. Our industrial
work was established to meet a great need. It has been worked with the object of improving the
status of the native, of giving him greater comforts in his social life, of helping the young people
forward materially as well as intellectually and spiritually. It will only be continued in so far as it
serves these purposes, and aids us in bringing practical Christianity to the people, by training
them to see the nobility of labor, the value of self-help and the duty of mutual helpfulness.

Pg 14 – “News Notes”
Africa
Mr. Cecil Nutter has reached Niamkolo, and has had his first touch of fever. He writes
with hope and joy at the prospect of work before him.

Pg 16 – “The Death of Mr. A.D. Purves”
Our Tanganyika Mission, which in spiritual results was never so bright as now, has been
greatly tried of late. We have just sustained another serious loss by the unexpected death of Mr.
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A.D. Purves on November 18th; this being the sixth death in the mission in a little over five
years, and the third within eight months.
Mr. Purves is the first resident missionary to lay down his life amongst the Awemba
people, amongst whom Livingstone died, and in whose country the great explorer’s heart is
buried.
Our brother was appointed to the Central African Mission in 1892. After five years’
service he came home on furlough, and did good work amongst the churches. On returning to
Tanganyika in 1899 his heart was consumed with a great desire to enter in to the newly-opened
Awemba country, and carry the light of the Gospel to the fierce marauding tribe to the southwest of our older work. This ambition was gratified, when in 1900 he had the great honor of
being the first Protestant missionary to settle amongst the Awemba. His work, however, has been
short, for after one brief year he has passed away from the field of service to his eternal reward.
The disaster seems all the greater because it was so unexpected. He was a man of fine
physique, of exceptional muscular strength, and full of energy. In his work he was unwearied and
in “labors abundant.” When stationed at Kawimbe and at Niamkolo, he opened up new village
centers, and did good service for the mission, especially in industrial work, for which he was
well qualified. During his last year of life he opened up an entirely new work in a new district,
amongst a new tribe. He founded a station at Kazembe’s, near the Luapula River. He took to the
place and the tribe at once, and had a real love for the natives around him. As a man strong in
purpose, strong in constitution, and with a thorough knowledge of the climate and people, he
seemed the man for the work. Our new Awemba mission has, therefore, sustained an almost
irreparable loss.
While we grieve for our own loss, our prayers must rise to our Father in heaven, that He,
the God of all comfort, will give consolation to our brother’s sorrowing wife.
There are now two lonely widowed ladies far away in Central Africa – Mrs. May, with
her fatherless infant, and Mrs. Purves. We must pray that God, to whose heart the work in
Central Africa is more precious than to ours, will give to us and to these bereaved friends the
assurance that He is over all, and that “He doeth all things well.”
Harry Johnson

Pg 23 – “The Board Room”
The first half hour of the Board meeting on December 10th (65 Directors present) was
devoted to prayer for God’s blessing on the Appeal to be sent to the churches, and for His help in
the present critical condition of the Society’s affairs. At the close of this season of prayer, the
Foreign Secretary introduced the Rev. W.E. Morgan, B.A., and Mrs. Morgan (proceeding to
Hankey, South Africa), and explained the nature of the work lying before them. Mr. Morgan
spoke of his joy in entering on this work in the assurance that God had led him to it and would
give him strength for the doing of it. He also urged the Directors to cultivate the great
possibilities of the Christian Endeavor movement for missionary enthusiasm and service…
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The Foreign Secretary announced the death of the Rev. J. Sleigh, formerly of Lifu, and of
Mr. A.D. Purves, of Central Africa (see p. 16).
Mr. Harold E. Wareham, M.B., Ch.B. (son of the Rev. E.A. Wareham, formerly of South
India and now agent for Scotland), was appointed as a medical missionary, to the Awemba
Mission (Central Africa). Mr. Hanscombe, of Cheshunt College, was appointed to Matauta
(Samoa) as successor to the Rev. S.A. Beveridge. An offer of service was accepted from Mr.
O.L. Whitmee, of Cheshunt College, son of the Rev. Jas Whitmee, formerly of the South Sea
Mission.

February
Pg 25 – “Notes and Comments”
It is not always easy for a missionary to believe that the churches which have sent him to
the foreign field are in earnest about his work. He sees great doors of service suddenly flung
open before him, and as he steps forward to take possession in the name of Christ he is held back
by a resolution from his Directors ordering that no new work shall be undertaken. “But was I not
sent out for the very purpose of developing the work?” he asks; “Have we not been waiting and
praying for this very opening that God has now set before us? What is the use of keeping me
here at all if I have to stifle every promise of growth at its very birth?”
It is indeed, as we have already pointed out, one of the mysteries of God’s way with men
that a period of serious financial difficulty at home should be a time of unparalleled opportunity
abroad. Yet such is the case. We commend to the earnest and prayerful consideration of our
readers the letters from Western China, from Matabeleland, and from other missions, which may
be found on page 41. Of the great movement among the Shanars of the Salem District we gave
particulars last month. Our Central African Mission is at last, after years of waiting and at the
cost of many precious lives, showing hopeful signs of fruit. In Madagascar the storm has passed,
and missionaries speak with amazement of the great improvement in every aspect of the work.

Pg 50 – “The Board Room”
The meeting on December 17th (59 Directors present) was opened with a time of prayer
for guidance and blessing in view of the Society’s serious financial position…
An interesting discussion on the Central African Mission was started by the Rev. W.
Thomas, of Oldham, formerly a missionary of the Society, who called attention to the distressing
number of deaths in Central Africa, and urged that the mission stations should be more
adequately manned, so that no missionary might be left beyond reach of speedy medical
assistance. The Foreign Secretary pointed out the great difficulty of finding men (especially
medical men) who were willing to go to Central Africa. Vacancies had remained unfilled for
many months on this account.
_
The Board meeting on January 14th was an occasion of peculiar interest…
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An offer of service was accepted from Miss Nellie Clark, of Streatham. Mr. J. Lawson, of
Nottingham College, and Dr. E.W. Lewis, of Edinburgh, were appointed to Central Africa, and
Mr. Carruthers Woodley, B.A., of Montreal, to Calcutta.

Pg 52 – “Our Fellow Workers”
The Moravian missionaries who took over the L.M.S. statin of Urambo in Central Africa
are bravely carrying on the work, in spite of many difficulties and discouragements. They are
just getting a grip of the language, and one of them is engaged on a translation of St. Mark’s
Gospel. The Sunday congregations average about seventy; but no conversions have as yet
gladdened the missionaries’ hearts, and there are few signs of spiritual awakening. A new station
has been opened at Igumila, the first link in a chain which it is hoped will one day connect
Urambo with the Nyassa Mission.
***
The first service at Igumila was held on October 3rd, in the presence of the sultana of the
district. “The queen,” writes Br. Stern, “occupied a chair next to mine on my left hand. I told
them that there is a living God, who sees and hears everything, and who is to us a loving,
merciful Father in Christ; and I spoke about Jesus, the Lord of life and death, who died for our
sins. The Bible pictures I had with me were a great help to me, as I was able to illustrate the
deeds of the Saviour by means of them. Both chiefs and people were most attentive. It is, in a
way, humiliating to observe what a lasting effect is produced upon such people as these when
they hear that the Son of God came down to the earth and became a man for our sakes, in order
to redeem us. Everything passed off without the least disturbance – a solemn silence pervaded
the assembly. I thank God most heartily for what He let me experience on that day.”

Pg 52 – “Announcements”
Deaths
Purves – On November 18th, at Mbereshe, Awemba County, Central Africa, Mr. A.D.
Purves, of hematuria, in his 37th year. (By cablegram)

March
Pg 67 – “The Month’s Mail”
A Voice from the Dead
Mr. Purves, the pioneer of our new Awemba Mission in Central Africa, died on
November 18th of last year. A letter has been but recently reached this country, written by him
from Kambole on October 22nd. After speaking of the happy and helpful committee meetings
which had just been held, he goes on: “Although Mrs. Purves and I have travelled something like
1,000 miles since last April, mostly through wild and unknown country, yet we have had very
little sickness, and we are at present in splendid health. We are looking and longing for
reinforcements to fill up the gaps in our ranks, and to plant the flag of our King and Savior in
some of the dark places we have visited lately. Ah, if the Church of Christ in our native land
could but see what we have seen during our travels, I feel sure there would be no lack of men
and means to carry the Gospel to these degraded people. When I look back and remember what
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the people in this district were like only a few years ago, and look at them as they are today, I
cannot help praising God for the marvelous change which has taken place amongst them.”
Further Good News
Mr. Draper, in a letter recently received from Central Africa, says: “I am glad to tell you
there has been an awakening among the people of Kambole. Several have professed a desire to
follow Jesus. Four young men out of the workshop have come forward, and they appear to be in
deep earnest. On Sundays, some of the young men go, after the morning service, to out-villages
and conduct services. Last Sunday the Gospel was preached in seven other villages beside the
villages in the Liendwe valley. All this, of course, cheers me, and makes us pray for even greater
things than these.”
Why our Missionaries Die
The same mail brought a letter from Dr. Morris, who joined the mission last year. The
following extract deserves very serious thought: “The large death-rate in connection with Central
Africa missionaries is not so much due to the climate and surroundings as to our work. Of
course, climate and malaria and carelessness have had their victims; but excessive work and
manifold anxieties have had many more. At this station, with Mr. Robertson and Mr. May, when
he was alive, there was far more work than two could manage, yet neither spared himself, and
each did more than one man’s work. So in the case of Carson and Mather. So is it at Kambole
with Draper, and in the Awemba country with Purves. So much work, so few helpers; and yet
those that are there try to overcome the work, and lay themselves open to the attack of climate
and disease. The marvel to me is that these men do not get ill more frequently (I speak as a man).
A bigger staff would mean a smaller death-rate.”

Pg 73 – “The Board Room”
The Arthington Bequest
At the meeting of the Directors on January 28th (60 present), the Foreign Secretary was
able to make the welcome announcement that the will of the late Mr. Robert Arthington had that
day been proved “in solemn form,” and could no longer be contested. A number of difficult
questions concerning the interpretation of the will would now have to be dealt with, and the
Foreign Secretary (who is acting with the trustees of the will) was authorized to obtain the advice
of counsel at this stage…
Central Africa
An offer of service in connection with the Central African Mission was received and
gladly accepted, from the Rev. R. Stewart Wright, of Haydon Bridge (Northumberland). Mr.
Wright has already served the Society in Central Africa for two-and-a-half years, having been
invalided home in 1890. With the approval of the Society’s medical adviser he is now returning
to his old sphere of work, going out, in the first instance, for a term of three years.
The L.M.S. as Land Owner
The Foreign Secretary reported the result of a recent interview with the Administrator of
North-Eastern Rhodesia, concerning the proposed cession to the Government of a strip of land
owned by the Society on the south shore of Lake Tanganyika. In return for this piece of land
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certain grants were to be made to the Society for mission purposes in other parts of the country.
The Treasurer and others expressed a strong feeling that the Society should only acquire as much
land as was really needed for the work of the mission, a view in which the Foreign Secretary
declared his complete concurrence.

April
Pg 79 – “Imperialism and Missions*”
A Discourse Delivered in the Ealing Congregational Church on February 23rd,
By W. Garrett Horder
“Who knowest whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” – Esther
iv. 14.
*In this discourse I am dealing with the fact that Imperialism is the note of the day. It
must not be inferred that such a note is pleasant to my ears. – W.G.H.
The keynote of “such a time as this” is Imperial. The word “Imperial meets us at every
turn. Where we used to hear of the “Kingdom” we now hear of the “Empire.” And all this is
indicative of a great change – of a vast outlook from these little islands of the northern sea.
Home affairs are dwarfed by Imperial. The center of interest is shifted from the center to the
circumference. Our eyes are to the ends of the earth. An empire on which the sun never sets,
which used to be a dream, has become a reality.
And what is true of Great Britain is true in greater or less degree of all or nearly all the
nations which go to make up Christendom. Expansion is the keynote of them all, with perhaps
the exception of the smaller ones like Switzerland, Holland, Belgium.
The mastery of the world is rapidly falling into Christian, or so-called Christian, hands.
Japan is the only important land which has kept itself quite independent of such control. China’s
fate is not yet determined, but it will be a marvel if it should eventually escape European control.
With these exceptions, over all the broad lands of Asia, Australasia, and Africa, European
influence is dominant.
Now that seems to me just now quite the most powerful consideration in relation to the
great cause of Missions. It is comparatively a new consideration. It is not so very long ago that
the great nations of Europe were self-contained, - masters of their own lands, whilst African and
Australasia were practically unknown, and India, China, Japan stood with closed, if not locked,
doors against Europe. Today European and American civilization are moving with victorious
tread across the world. It may be that in the days before us a halt will be called, or the march be
pushed back; but of that no signs at present show themselves. According to present appearances
the sway of the world will before long be in the hands of the people who profess the Christian
faith, and the uncivilized will be as rare as the extinct dodo.
Now that is a prospect of whose importance it would be impossible to speak too strongly.
In it is the answer to some of the most frequently repeated objections to missionary work.
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For example, there are people who say: “Leave the various peoples of the world to their
natural or ancestral faiths. These are the best for them. These are the outgrowth of their
environment, and so suited to the genius of their nature.” That is a singularly ill-informed
objection. And for this reason, that the majority of the religions of the world are not native-born,
but imported. Such people talk as if Christianity were the native religion of Europe, as if Jesus
Christ were a European deity; at least, that is implied in their talk about the native faiths being
the best. Every schoolboy knows that originally Druidism was the faith of our earliest ancestors
in Britain, whose temples still remain in the ruins of Avebury and Stonehenge, that Odin and
Thor were the tutelary deities of Northern Europe, that the religion of Greece was a curious
compound of poetry and philosophy, and of Rome the same kind of thing hardened and
materialized a little by the legal and practical mind of the Roman.
So that the very men who prate about the native faiths being best have themselves not a
native but an imported faith – an Oriental or semi-Oriental faith. Jerusalem, not London, is the
religious mother of us all. The thought and feeling which gave birth to Westminster Abbey and
St. Paul’s came into being not under Western but Eastern skies, not by the banks of the Thames,
but not far from the banks of the Jordan. We English folk are ourselves the proof that the native
faith is not the best. Had we been left to that our condition today would have been far different.
For I suppose most would admit that the Christian faith brought to us by Augustine and his
followers – missionaries to us, as we today are to other lands – has had an enormous influence.
Let is be admitted, as it may, that the fusion of many races in our blood has had much to do with
our power and prominence; let it be admitted, as it may be, that our climate, and sea-girt
position, have been factors in making us what we are; yet it must be admitted even by the
unbelieving that the Christian faith has been a mighty factor in the making of Englishmen.
Christianity watched around the youth, if not the cradle, of the English race, and supplied
elements which neither blood nor climate, nor Roman civilization could have imparted.
Does anyone deny that but for Christianity our whole history would have been written in
darker and less noble lines? Does anyone doubt that some of the fairest spots in our history are
due to the entrance of the Gospel to our midst? Then the case for missions to the world is
substantiated. For if a faith born in the Orient could meet the needs of us Northern folk, if a faith
of the sunny East could acclimate itself under our cloudy skies – and no contrast could be greater
– then, surely, there is no land, or climate, or people to which that faith cannot go and make a
home for itself. If the plant of renown which sprang up in the warm soil of the East could root
itself and bring forth fruit in our chill soil and under our sullen skies, then, surely, it can be
transplanted to Eastern lands, like to that in which it was born.
I always feel that we English folk – ourselves the result of missionary work – are the best
refutation of the argument that native faiths are best. A man once said to me: “I don’t believe in
missions, you know.” I replied: “It is a good thing that Gregory the Great and Augustine did not
feel as you do, or where should we be today?” If Christianity has been any good to us, and those
best fitted to judge tell us that it has been our chief good – in that fact is the most powerful
incentive to send it forth to all the world. Picture to yourself the history of our land with the
Christian teaching and influence eliminated; in imagination rewrite the history without the
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influence of Jesus Christ, and you will surely find in that a mighty stimulus to give to other lands
what has so blessed our own.
It may be that to picture the history of our land with the Christian influence eliminated is
a task beyond our powers. Let me therefore suggest an easier test. Imagine your own character,
or the characters of those in your own circle, without the softening, refining, elevating influence
of Christianity, which as run through many generations of the past; leave the civilizing influence
if you will, though it is doubtful if that would have been there. Imagine yourselves and your
homes without the Christian influence, and I think you will then begin to realize what
Christianity has done for you – yes! done for you, even though you may not have consciously
and decidedly accepted it as your own. And then, perhaps, from very gratitude for what you have
received through it, you will wish to send it forth to the peoples of other lands.
But then there is another aspect of this matter that deserves attention. People say – leave
the various peoples of the world to their native faiths. Impossible – absolutely impossible. You
ask – why? For this simple reason – the spread of European civilization is destroying them. They
cannot stand against the entrance of European thought and science and customs. Many of the
practices of the native faiths of India, for example, have been put down by the humanitarian
spirit of her conquerors. The rulers of India do their best to leave the native faiths alone, but they
have been compelled to stop many a cruel rite. The car of Juggernaut used to roll along and crush
a multitude of devotees to death. Does it do that today? Suttee – widow burning – the wife at the
death of her husband leaping on his funeral pyre, used to be common. Is it so today? Caste used
to be the iron rule of life, separating rank from rank, and preventing all contact. Railways are
breaking that iron rule – in them the various castes are obliged to travel together.
But apart from these actual and definite results, apart from any propaganda of
Christianity, European education and thought are undermining most of the native faiths. At
present these are not making the natives Christians, but they are unmaking their native beliefs.
India is flooded with the agnostic and skeptical literature of Europe. A few years ago Charles
Bradlaugh’s books had a larger circulation there than in this country. I should not be surprised to
hear that such writers as Herber Spencer are more read in India than in England. So the native
faiths are being undermined, the foundations are being shaken, and without foundations a house
cannot stand. Of course, at present this is confined to the educated classes and to the great
centers of population, but presently it will spread to the country at large. The common people
will follow those above them in rank. It was so in the old classic days of Rome and Greece. At
first the philosophers turned from the temples and sneered at the gods; soon the common people
followed their example.
Leave the native faiths alone! You cannot. The very spread of your Western civilization is
destroying them. Presently – sooner than you think – you will have to face the problem of a
people whose faith you have undermined – a nation of sceptics. You will have drained away the
water from the cisterns at which they drank; broken though they were, they were better than
none, and if you do not provide “the fountain of living waters” you will leave them thirsty
indeed.
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And remember that, a nation without faith will be infinitely hard to govern. Religion is
always more or less an aid to government. It may not and then awaken fanatical feeling, but there
is less danger even in that than in no religion. No religion means anarchism and nihilism. Those
who “fear not God” will not “regard man.” The gloomiest outlook for the world is in the
overthrow of faith. And your European civilization means that, if it be not accompanied with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Then let it be remembered further that what we call civilization is rapidly
covering the world. Savage peoples are every day becoming scarcer and fewer. Soon they will be
extinct. But I am prepared to say that civilization deprived of the Christian element is an evil
rather than a good. It needs the Christian element as salt to preserve it from decay. What
civilization without Christianity is you may see in the ruins of Pompeii. If the ashes from
Vesuvius had not whelmed that city from without it would soon have perished from corruption
within. Of a world civilized but not Christianized Matthew Arnold said:
“On that hard pagan world
Disgust and secret loathing fell,
Deep weariness and sated lust
Made human life a hell.”
That will be the fate of the world, if we permit civilization to go forth unpurified by the
Christian spirit. The buried cities of Asia Minor are the example of what happens when
civilization loses its Christian savior. If we have any real love for the world we shall do our
utmost that the arts and sciences and ways of modern Europe shall go forth steeped in the spirit
of Jesus Christ.
And then there is one other thing that must not be forgotten; the peoples of Europe are
scattering themselves over the various lands of the world, and they are supposed to represent
Christianity. Every white man is regarded as Christian. In some cases, happily, this is grandly
true. Many a soldier, many a civilian, many a colonist is a loyal subject of the Christ. But can
this be said of the vast majority?
I heard Mr. Fegan say the other day that many a boy from Central Africa, who had come
to him straight from mission stations, had turned out pure, truthful, reliable, the equal of any boy
in our English Christian families, a fine testimony to the work of our missionaries; but he was
careful to say that this could not be said of native boys who came from the seaboard, where they
had mingled with what he called “the scum of Europe.” Yes, unhappily too much of the scum of
Europe goes abroad, and there misrepresents our Christianity. The fact that so many Europeans
who go abroad are in no real sense Christian is a loud call to send men who are really Christian.
If the spurious article goes, the genuine article should also go, to let the world see what
Christianity really is!
When Europe was cut off from the great tracts of heathendom it was our duty to send out
the Gospel; but how much greater the duty now that Europe is spreading itself over the world,
dominating its life, diverting it into new channels – often, alas! channels of evil.
Europe, and especially England, has been raised to a position of dominance over the
world – shall the dominance be fore good or evil, for the overthrow or the salvation of the world?
Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there.

The answer to that great question is to be found in two questions – shall England cleave herself
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and shall she send, wherever her sons go, men to live and preach
the good news of God?
If we fail in these great purposes we shall prove that we are not come to the kingdom for
such a time as this. And then deliverance will come from some other quarter, and we and our
fathers’ house shall perish.

Pg 93 – “Our Portrait Album”
The Rev. A.J. Wookey, who was born at
Llanelly, South Africa, in 1870. His first station
was the historic one of Kuruman, but in 1874 he
was transferred to Motito, some forty miles to the
north-east. In 1879, whilst at home on furlough,
Mr. Wookey offered his services for Central
Africa, and proceeded in the following year to
Ujiji. There, however, his health failed, and in
March, 1881, he was compelled to return to
England. In 1882 he took up work again at
Kuruman, and three years later at Molepole. After
his second furlough he was appointed to the Lake
Ngami Mission, and arrived at the Lake in June,
1893. In 1896 the state of his health made it
impossible to continue work in this district, and he
returned again to Buchuanaland. During the last
year or two Mr. Wookey has been doing valuable
work in connection with the revision of the
Sechuana Scriptures. At the present time he is in
this country on furlough.

Pg 94 – “The Death of Mr. A.D. Purves, of the Awemba Mission, Central Africa”
(From a letter from the Rev. H. Cecil Nutter, dated November 21st)
Our brother Purves is dead. Fever has taken another victim and Africa another hero. Once
more our ranks are broken, and our small army is made smaller still.
It is hard to watch and to pray, to nurse and to comfort, hoping and despairing, and at last
to have to shape the rude coffin and turn the cold sod. But such has been our task here, and the
trial is even harder when we look around to see ourselves upon the very threshold of a rich
country holding out the full hand of a glorious harvest. It must be the consecration of the new
mission. The work is now acknowledged of God and a covenant is made. A foundation-stone is
laid, so that we cannot but raise the pile thereon… On the 13th Mr. Purves felt unwell, and had to
go to his bed at noon. At 3 p.m. Mrs. Purves called me to him, and I found that he had hematuria.
The fever increased towards night; his temperature reaching 105°… On the morning of the 18th,
after a terrible night, he appeared wonderfully improved and began to look brighter and talk of
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getting up; but at 2 p.m. he had a fresh return of the hiccough, and at half-past a severe spasm
seized him. For two or three minutes he had severe pain, and then his strong heart failed. In a
minute all was over. It was a terrible shock to us and an awful surprise. His pulse had been good
all the time. He was very strong – often too strong to be a good patient.
In his last minute – which I would not mention save for its beauty – he looked up to God
and prayed intelligently. He was then free from pain. His prayer ended, he turned his eyes
heavenward, and saying “Looking upward” went whither his eyes were turned. His death was
free from the struggles and pain that often accompany it. It was sad, very sad to us; but it was a
glorious triumph of Christian faith. To us, who had to watch him go, it provided a glimpse of
heaven, for the Light of another world broke over his face. We almost heard the song of his
“welcome home,” and here in the very heart of Darkest Africa we had a ray of the light of
Eternal Day.
We buried him the next morning early. No warrior had greater honor and no man truer
affection shown. Our village here is small, but men came in during the night from far and near…
We had several chiefs at the funeral, and a great number of people. The way some came to
inquire and show their sympathy during his illness bore a testimony which I need not define.
The station here is a beautiful one, and I believe very healthy. It is high, open, and
cheerful, and Mr. Purves’ death cannot be laid to its charge. Personally I never had better health
than at present.
Mrs. Purves is much stricken, but she is a brave and noble woman. She naturally wants to
return home at once, but for my sake and the Mission’s she has consented to wait till next dry
season. Without her I could not stay here, as I have neither food nor furniture of my own… God
shall have my best. I know enough of the language to get the station work done, and I have
native helpers to preach. Pray that we may be kept well and strong to hold the fort until the
reinforcements come up.

Pg 100 – “The Board Room”
Welcome and Farewell
On Tuesday, February 25th (52 Directors present), the Foreign Secretary introduced the
Rev. C.D. Helm and Mrs. Helm, of Matebeleland, now home on furlough after Mrs. Helm’s
illness… The Foreign Secretary also introduced Mr. Charles Hurst, of New Zealand, who was
elected an honorary Director during his stay in England, and Dr. E. Winbolt Lewis, who took
leave of the Directors prior to his departure for Central Africa to reinforce the mission there.

Pg 100 – “Announcements”
Dedication
At Augustine Church, Edinburgh, on Sunday, March 2nd, Mr. E.W. Lewis, M.B., Ch.B.,
was dedicated as a medical missionary to the Awemba, Central Africa. The Rev. A.R.
Henderson, M.A. (pastor of the church) presided and offered the dedication prayer. In the
absence of the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson (who, through illness, was prevented from being
present) the Rev. E.A. Wareham described the field of labor. Dr. Lewis made a brief statement of
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the reasons which had led him to offer himself for mission work, and especially for work in
connection with medical missions. Dr. F. Sargood Fry, of the Edinburgh Medical Mission,
delivered an earnest charge to the outgoing missionary. All who had taken part in the service
joined with the church in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

May
Pg 101 – “Notes and Comments”
The departure of the band of reinforcements for Central Africa (made possible by the gift
of £10,000 by the late Mr. Robert Arthington) is an event which will call forth the prayerful and
sympathetic interest of all our friends. The tragic history of the mission since its commencement
in 1878, and more particularly during the last twelve months, the fair measure of success which,
in spite of these repeated trials, has begun to cheer the faithful band of workers, and the interest
aroused by the new pioneer mission to the Awemba – these all combine to invest with a peculiar
solemnity the setting forth of this little company of apostles. From all the testimony we have
received we are confident that the best traditions of the mission will be worthily maintained by
the new workers, and that if God spares their lives they will all render signal service to the cause
of Christ in the Dark Continent. It is for us at home to see to it that nothing is lacking on our part
for the upholding and strengthening of those who are going forth in our name.

Pg 103 – “The Imperialism of the Gospel”
By Professor Vernon Bartlet, Mansfield College, Oxford
“You are set on filling the world with the knowledge of the Gospel; my ruling purpose is
the extension of the British Empire.” So Cecil Rhodes is reported to have summed up the
difference between General Booth and himself. The saying is characteristic not only of the man
but of the present hour. “Imperialism” is in the air; we are all breathing it, and most are being
influenced by it in one way or another. The question is whether it is influencing us for good or
for evil. As a vague instinct, it is simply a feeling for bigness, for things on a large and inclusive
scale, for expansion of what is assumed to be worth expanding, but with some impatience of
questions as to means where these involve self-denial in detail and it is too apt to style an
“unctuous rectitude.” Yet in the raw material of such an emotion there are great potencies.
The aim of the present paper is not to balance the good and bad elements in the Imperial
spirit as it is working like leaven around us; but rather to ask whether it has no lesson for those
who in their heart of hearts believe that the Gospel is the most vital thing in the world, and
therefore that which ought to awaken the expansive spirit of a Divine and humane Imperialism.
The danger of British Imperialism is, in the last resort, its very narrowness. In its more sordid
forms, it is the narrowness of the Stock Exchange and the bond-holder viewing all men, and
especially “natives,” as means to the summum bonum of British gold. But even in its nobler
current forms it is a race narrowness, putting the Briton into rivalry with other types of manhood
in such a way as to care too little what happens to the rest, so long as our own race comes to the
top in the struggle. In every form save the essentially Christian it is narrower than man, and so a
serious rival to the noblest ideal; for the “perversion of the best is worst of all.” It is, however,
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the truth in a half-truth that gives it its start, and it is our privilege to claim for God and His
Kingdom “the soul of god” even in things partly evil.
Specially so it is in the present case, for the Gospel is the original and authentic
Imperialism. This is literal, historic fact. It was the universal side of Israel’s Messianic Hope that
first hinted the inclusion of all men in one commonweal of Divine unity and peace. It was He
who put into His disciples’ lips, as supreme petition, “Thy kingdom come,” who first gave this
full expression and set it on its course of conquest. How wonderfully His Gospel expanded and
unfolded its imperial or universal scope, in the face of worldly forces and by the intrinsic might
of higher life and strong endurance, the martyr-Church of the first three centuries is witness. A
little later, St. Paul’s great statement of his Master’s imperial thought of human history received
yet fuller formulation, to the imagination of mankind at large, in Augustine’s dream of the City
of God among men in this world, a dream which came to partial but mixed fulfilment in the Holy
Roman Empire of the Middle Ages at their height.
But all these pale before the imperial sweep of the Holy Kingdom of God throughout
“every tribe and tongue and people and nation” as it spreads out to the modern mind today. Here
is an “end of ends,” a motive of motives, a passion for God’s world-wide humanity, to fill the
most imperial of souls and kindle rightfully an absolute devotion.
And here we come to the point of the analogy. When we compare the large-hearted
devotion of man of a man of the world, like Rhodes, to his master-idea, the British Empire as an
empire of this world, necessarily excluding many from its concern or crushing them in its march,
not caring for the diviner aspects of the manhood even of those whom it includes: when we
compare such devotion to such a cause as expressed in his original and striking last will and
testament – embodying his confession of faith, as most men’s wills must – we have much to stir
and humble us as Christians.
Why is it that the Kingdom of God and its expansion call forth so little enthusiasm and
self-sacrifice, as measured by Christian liberality, compared with its demands, so direct and clear
to the simplest mind? Because Christians do not believe in the Divine Kingdom among men as
the supreme ideal of the Sovereign of this world, the King of earth’s races, as Rhodes believed in
the British Empire as a prime factor in the earthly well-being of humanity. The bulk of
professing Christians, the bulk even of true Christians, have a poor, stunted notion of the ideal
they really cherish as supreme and daily mention in prayer, and a petty notion of the claims it has
to the sacrifice of any one who thinks even fairly, not to say worthily, of its sovereign and ever
clamant demands.
Let us bring the matter yet nearer home. We who are more specially bound to the London
Missionary Society, as the natural channel for our constant and unremitting efforts for Christ’s
Kingdom of true freedom and order, with which alone the noblest of imperial instincts and
passions can ever rest content – we are at this moment challenged to prove how much we believe
our belief, and love our Lord. And in the light of the recent exhibition of how a great man of this
world can love the wider aspects of this world’s life, and prove it by his works, the challenge
gains strange point, “Lovest thou Me more than these?” “Shepherd my poor sheep.”
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We have been able merely to suggest a serious and heart-searching comparison. Let each
take this seed-thought, the Gospel as the Divine object answering to the divinely-implanted
instinct for sublime objects of devotion and sacrifice; and let it expand in imagination and
conscience. He that now becomes ashamed of petty sacrifices hitherto thought adequate, he shall
not be put to shame when the day of unveiling arrives. To some the unveiling will come even
here, when their last will and testament reveals what they thought of the wider Kingdom relative
to their means and their special duties at home. To all it will come in the nearer presencechamber of the only Potentate. To none of us may it bring eternal shame, that we lived in days
when men spoke of “Imperial” interests and the horizon sensibly enlarged about us, while yet we
failed to “redeem the opportunity” for God and His sovereign Gospel to every creature.

Pg 112 – “An Appeal for Men”
“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.”
The Central African Mission has reached a crisis in its history. The day of larger work
and increased opportunity has dawned. Up to last year our sphere was limited to the Amambwe
and Alungu peoples, which meant that we were only touching the border of the great work that
ought to be undertaken. The countries of Mambwe and Nlungu, although thirty or forty thousand
square miles in area, are so small in proportion to the whole, that they are like a green oasis in a
wide desert of heathenism. Our eyes have long been turned to the land of the dark and ignorant
Awemba people, and our prayers have been constantly ascending, that the door to this new field
might be opened.
In 1893, Mr. Carson went to Kazembe, a big chief near the Luapula River (now known as
the Congo), to ask permission to begin work there, but Kazembe refused. In 1894, the Rev. W.
Thomas visited the Awemba country, but was roughly received, and the door seemed effectually
closed against us. Since then both countries have been opened, and we have heard God’s voice
saying, “Lo, I have set before you an open door.” This adds to our present responsibility as
territory of from fifty to sixty thousand square miles – in other words, a country as large as
England and Wales. In faith we have taken possession of the land, for we have founded a
mission station in Kazembe’s country, and have recently begun work at Mpolokosa’s in the very
heart of the Awemba country. The chief who formerly refused us admission is now quite
friendly, and sent men to assist in the building of the missionary’s house and the school.
We dare not now withhold our hands; for we have prayed, and the door has been opened
in answer to our prayers. But to carry on this work we must have men, and men of the right
stamp. We want some thoroughly scholarly men, for the dialects have to be reduced to writing,
and much translation work must be done. We want artisans to help in building and in pioneering,
and to teach the native how to improve himself. But every man who comes to Central Africa
must have a robust frame and a strong constitution. He must be ready to teach in the schools, to
preach in the villages, to minister to the needs of the sick and to work with his hands. He must be
anxious to understand, to sympathize with, and to love the native; and to give all his energy and
devotion to the work.
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If any young man in our churches believes himself called to missionary work, and
possesses, or can become possessed of, the necessary qualifications, I would earnestly commend
the Central African Mission to his attention, for we labor in the land of Livingstone’s death, and
are carrying on a work second to none in interest to the true Christian missionary.
Harry Johnson.

Pg 112 – “Reinforcements for Central Africa”
The Central African Mission has suffered severely from death during the past twelve
months. Mr. Mackendrick, Mr. May, and, finally, Mr. Purves, have all been taken away at a time
when their presence seemed most sorely needed. Happily the Church of Christ has not often to
wait long for volunteers to fill the places of the fallen. Ten months ago Mr. Draper, Dr. Morris,
and Mr. Cecil Nutter went out, and now a larger parter – the largest which has gone out to our
Central African Mission for many years – is on the point of sailing, April 29th being the date of
departure.
The party comprises the Rev. Harry Johnson, who has already spent one term of service
in the mission, and who now goes with the pioneers to the Awemba country; the Rev. R. Stewart
Wright, who also has seen service in Central Africa, and now rejoins the mission after an interval
of some years; Dr. and Mrs. Harold Wareham; Dr. E. Winbolt Lewis; the Rev. James Lawson;
Mr. William Freshwater; and Miss Shorter, who is engaged to be married to the Rev. C.H.
Nutter. Of these (in addition to Mr. Johnson) Dr. Lewis, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Freshwater, and Miss
Shorter are to proceed to the Awemba country, where the mission is maintained by the gift of
£10,000 received from Mr. Robert Arthington shortly before his death; the remainder of the party
go to reinforce the older mission on the south shore of Lake Tanganyika. Brief biographies of the
new members of the staff are appended: Dr. Harold Edgar Wareham, son of the Rev. E.A. Wareham, the Society’s Organizing
Agent for Scotland, was born at Guildford in 1872, and was educated at George Watson’s
College, Edinburgh. After leaving school he was for two or three years in a mercantile office in
Leith, and at the same time took arts classes at the University. After this he studied medicine for
five years, with a break of two years, owing to illness, during which he paid a visit to India. In
1890, Mr. Wareham became a member of the Congregational Church, Portobello (Rev. W. Hope
Davison, M.A.), and in 1892 joined the Augustine Congregational Church, Edinburgh. He has
taken part in the work of the church in most of its branches, being for some time superintendent
of the Sunday-school, and also a worker in the C.E. movement. Dr. Wareham has always taken
an active share in the work of the S.V.M.U., and was one of the conveners of the famous
Liverpool Convention. For some years, along with his fellow-students, he has conducted services
in the wards of the Royal Infirmary in Edinburgh. In 1901 he took the M.B., Ch.B. (Edin).
Degrees.
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Dr. E. Winbolt Lewis was born in Madras in 1876, his father being Mr. John Martin
Lewis, for many years a deacon of Davidson Street Congregational Chapel. At the age of fifteen
Mr. Lewis began to realize the saving grace of Christ, and thereafter the conviction grew that he
should devote himself to missionary work. He took to medicine in order to be better equipped for
this work, and in 1896 came to Edinburgh in order to complete his study. In 1901 Dr. Lewis took
the degrees of M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.), and then came to London to take a course at the Tropical
School of Medicine. Dr. Lewis has left England before the rest of the party, in order to visit his
friends in India. He hopes to join the party at Natal.
Mr. James Lawson hails from Lancashire, Chapel Street Church, Blackburn, being his
spiritual home. He started his business life with a firm of engineers in Birmingham in 1895.
While in Blackburn the town’s Ragged School claimed his love and energies. In Birmingham the
adult schools and some public works supplied a larger sphere, and it was during his stay in the
Midland city that the needs of the foreign field came vividly to the fore. Upon the advice of the
L.M.S., a four years’ theological course was started at the Congregational Institute, Nottingham.
In the long vacations Mr. Lawson has gained a knowledge of surgery and medicine in
Manchester Royal Infirmary, and in the last few months has covered a study in tropical diseases
at Livingstone College, London. His ordination took place at the Macfadyen Memorial Church,
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester, on April 7th.
Mr. W. Freshwater was born at Market Harborough in 1872. From his earliest days he
was surrounded by Christian influence, and received the seeds of missionary interest while
connected with the Sunday-school and church of his home. In 1894, after serving an
apprenticeship, he removed to Birmingham, and connected himself with the Congregational
Church at Westminster Road, where he became an active worker in the Sunday-school and
Christian Endeavor Society, afterwards joining the Lodging House Mission Band of the
Y.M.C.A. It was during his stay in Birmingham that he recognized and responded to the Divine
call to missionary work among the heathen. The way was eventually opened for him to enter
upon a course of study at Harley College, London, during which time opportunities were also
given for evangelistic work, both in the South of England and in Scotland. Mr. Freshwater has
been appointed to the new work among the Awemba people of the Central African Mission.

Pg 119 – “A Memorial to Mr. Purves”
At a meeting of the members of Bristo Place Congregational Church, Edinburgh, held on
April 10th, 1902, there was unveiled a brass tablet in memory of the late Mr. A.D. Purves, of the
L.M.S. Mission in Central Africa. The tablet, which is the gift of an anonymous donor, is of
chaste design and neat workmanship, and is inserted in a prominent position in one of the walls
of the outer lobby of the church. The tablet bears the following inscription: - “In Memory of
A.D. Purves, a Deacon of this Church, First Missionary to the Awemba. Born 1865 – Died 1901.
The L.M.S. sent him to Lake Tanganyika in 1892. As Artisan, he trained many natives and built
the first stone church in Central Africa. He preached the Gospel in many villages, and acquired
great influence by his energy and loving kindness. Mrs. Purves and he went to the Awemba in
1900. There he translated the Gospel of John, built a mission house, and died on 18th November,
at Mberesha. Romas xv. 20. John iii.16. God so loved the world.” At the meeting, which was
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largely attended, the unveiling ceremony was performed by ex-Bailie Macpherson, who made
appreciatory reference to the life and work of Mr. Purves. Dr. Craig, pastor (and one of the
Directors of the L.M.S.), on behalf of the Church accepted the gift of the tablet, and made
suitable acknowledgment.

Pg 123 – “The Board Room”
Introductions
At the meeting on April 15th (the Rev. W.H. Harwood presiding) there were 57 Directors
present, an important educational conference at St. James’s Hall having drawn away many who
would otherwise have been present. The Foreign Secretary introduced… the Rev. Harry Johnson,
Dr. Harold Wareham, the Rev. J. Lawson, and Mr. W. Freshwater, all proceeding to Central
Africa, the three last-named being new members of the mission. Each of the missionaries briefly
addressed the Board, and the Rev. W. Bolton offered prayer on their behalf.

Pg 124 – “Announcements”
Departure
Dr. E. Winbolt Lewis, appointed to Central Africa, per s.s. Oroya, February 28.
Dedication and Ordination
On Wednesday, March 19th, at Ilkley, Miss Shorter, proceeding to Central Africa, to
marry the Rev. C.H. Nutter, was dedicated to Missionary service. After a description of her
future field of labor by the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, Miss Shorter spoke of her work in
Glasgow and of the hope with which she was setting out to her future home. Mr. J.E. Gaunt
offered the valedictory prayer, and the Rev. F.H. Blanchford gave an address.
The ordination of Mr. James Lawson, of Nottingham College, appointed to Central
Africa, took place on Monday, April 7th, at Macfadyen Memorial Church, Chorlton-cum-Hardy.
The Rev. M.R. Kirkpatrick presided and gave a brief introductory address, expressing the
satisfaction of the church in the consecration of Mr. Lawson, and their expectation, derived from
what they knew of his character, that he would be greatly blessed as a missionary. The field of
labor was described by the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson. The Rev. Principal Mitchell, of
Nottingham College, delivered the charge; the Rev. A.H. Cullen offered the prayer of dedication;
the Rev. William Thomas, Rev. T. Hodgkinson, and Mr. Stephen Massey also took part in the
service.
On Thursday, April 10th, at Market Harborough, Mr. W. Freshwater, of Harley College,
appointed to Central Africa, was dedicated to missionary service. The Rev. W.E. Morris, pastor,
presided. The Rev. H.L. Matson led the meeting in prayer and read a portion of Scripture. The
field of labor was described by the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson. Mr. Freshwater having stated
his reasons for becoming a missionary, the Rev. Harry Johnson, of Central Africa, offered the
dedicatory prayer, and the Rev. Charles Deeble gave the address to the missionary.

June
Pg 127 – “The Story of the Year”
The Society’s One Hundred and Seventh Report
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(Slightly Abridged)
The Year at Home and Abroad
The missionary staff has been somewhat increased, thanks to the generous help of several
friends who have undertaken the support of individual missionaries. Twenty-five missionaries
went out to various fields of labor during the past year, and several others have been appointed,
who are either now on their way to their stations or will leave England shortly. Twelve members
of the mission staff retired from the service of the Society… Dr. J.G. Mackay, of Central Africa,
and previously of Madagascar, has retired from the Society’s service, with the esteem and
sympathy of his colleagues…
The death-roll of
missionaries on active service is
not a long one, but in includes the
names of five who were in the very
prime of strong manhood, while
the sixth was a famous missionary.
Four of these (the Rev. J.
Chalmers, O.F. Tomkins, R.
Howieson, and G. Mackendrick)
died so early in the year that their
deaths were noticed in the last
Report. Since then the Central
African Mission has been stricken
by the loss of two more of its
members. The Rev. John May,
B.A., had proved by four and a half
years of faithful and conspicuously
able service that he possessed gifts
of a high order, while his spirit was
as gentle and true as his intellect
was strong. Mr. A.D. Purves had
been longer connected with the mission than either of his colleagues. He went out originally as
an artisan missionary, and in that capacity did most valuable service at Niamkolo and Kawimbe.
Having been received on the permanent staff of the mission, he was appointed to lead the new
enterprise of extension into the Awemba country, and during his twelve months’ labor in that
new field had manifested an energy, a capacity, and a tactfulness of a remarkable order.
…
The Mission Fields
Central Africa – The mission has been sorely tried by death, but the work of the little
band of missionaries is receiving manifest signs of God’s approval. The experiment in industrial
training for the natives, which has been a special feature in this mission for several years,
continues to be a marked success. The elementary schools, which also form centers of
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evangelistic work of a simple kind, are increasing in number and are gathering a large number of
children under instruction. The extension to the Awemba country which was made possible by
the munificent gift of the late Mr. Robert Arthington is now a reality, two stations in the
territories of important chiefs having already been occupied. Above all, spiritual results in
conversion and in consecration to Christ are being gathered in at each of the older stations. One
of the most interesting and encouraging signs of progress is to be seen in the fidelity and the
earnestness of the native teachers who are now employed at the outstations.
The Central Africa Mission has cost much in money, in anxiety, and in precious lives, but
the faith and courage of its members are already reaping their reward. The mission is now in
actual touch with the spot where David Livingstone passed away on his knees in prayer. We
have rejoiced with our friends of the Livingstonia Mission, the Uganda Mission, and the Blantyre
Mission in the wonderful results already achieved through their labors. There seems no reason
why our own mission in Central Africa should not now see in its measure a similar harvest of
blessing.
…
Restriction of Expenditure
What this decision has meant in the work of the past year it would be difficult to describe.
The two committees charged with the direction of the work and expenditure of the Society
abroad have had to decline at every meeting appeals for additional works and requests for grants
of various kinds from all parts of the mission-field, yet the district committees assured the
Directors that, recognizing the Society’s financial difficulties, they had scrupulously restricted
their requests to the absolutely necessary and urgent matters.
The year anticipated with such anxiety and continued under such constant strain has now
closed, and its financial history has justified the Directors’ fears. The expenditure has been most
faithfully and minutely controlled. Grants, which under other conditions would naturally have
been made to the profit of the work, have been refused, buildings required for the better housing
of missionaries and for general purposes have been deferred, to the great inconvenience of not a
few of the Society’s workers. From special, though temporary causes, there has been a
considerable reduction of expenditure of the mission-fields. Yet the aggregate cost of the
missions has increased by £2,770; China, Madagascar, Central Africa, and the John Williams
having made unavoidable special demands on the Society’s funds.
The Income of the Year
At the same time the income has not reached the amount received in the previous year.
The legacies were only £13,170, which is nearly £2,500 below the average of the last ten years,
and nearly £13,300 less than the amount received last year. The dividends received were
necessarily less by £311, and the general receipts have not benefited by special contributions to
take the place of the £3,000 given to the Society by the late Rev. R. Lang shortly before his
death, and two gifts of £1,000 each by friends in Australia which have not been repeated.
It is very satisfactory to be able to report, that, making allowance for the loss of these
special gifts, the receipts from subscriptions and collections have increased somewhat. Excluding
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£1,390 which was contributed to the Chalmers Memorial Fund, and which has for the present
been invested, the receipts from this source amounted to £104,078, as compared with £102,878
received last year. The total available income for the year from dividends, legacies, and
contributions was £121,000, while the expenditure was £153,700. Fortunately the Directors were
able to withdraw from special investments for the Awemba Mission in Central Africa, and for
work in India and China and elsewhere, and from a reserved legacy fund nearly £6,100, which
was added to the income for tye year, raising it to £127,000. But this still left a deficiency of
£26,600 on the year’s working to be added to the £36,600 accumulated deficiency which had
been carried forward from previous years.

Pg 152 – “German Protectorates in Africa”
The German Government has at length issued a decree concerning “domestic slavery” for
the Cameroons and German Togo. By its provisions all children of domestic slaves born after the
date of its publication (February 21st) are to be free, while the practice of enslaving a debtor in
payment of a claim has received an effective check. – Die Deutschen Kolonien (B.H.)

Pg 156 – “The Month’s Mail”
Teaching the Teachers
Mr. Draper has been seriously ill, and was ordered home by the doctor. He is now quite
well again, however, and hopes to be able to stay on. The training of the native teachers is his
great concern at the present time. “During the past year,” he writes (January 23rd), “They have
given me great satisfaction. I can confidently say that they have grown in grace and knowledge
of the Scriptures. At the same time, they need enlightenment on many moral questions, and I
have been holding special meetings for them with this end in view. These meetings were greatly
appreciated and evidently impressed the teachers, for in their prayers and at their work, days
afterwards, they referred to things I had said.”

Pg 159 – “The Board Room”
At the meeting of the Directors on April 29th, 65 being present, the Joint-Foreign
Secretary introduced Miss Leila Robinson, of Murshidabad, the Rev. G. Owen, of Peking, and
the Rev. R. Stewart Wright, proceeding to Central Africa.
After being welcomed by the Chairman (Rev. W. Hardy Harwood), each of the
missionaries briefly addressed the Board… Mr. Wright, who has already had considerable
experience of work in Central Africa, both as a missionary and in other capacities, traced the
steps by which he had been led to offer his services again to the mission, and spoke of the joy
with which he was returning to work in Africa.
The missionaries were commended to God in prayer by the Rev. G.W. Joyce, of
Wellington.

Pg 160 – “Announcements”
Departures
Rev. Stewart Wright, returning to Central Africa, via Egypt, April 30th.
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Rev. Harry Johnson, returning to Central Africa, Dr. H.E. and Mrs. Wareham, Rev. J.
Dawson, and Mr. W. Freshwater, appointed to Central Africa, and Miss Shorter, embarked per
steamer Matebele for Chinde, on April 30th.
Marriages
Wareham – Stewart – At 10, Chalmers Crescent, Edinburgh, on April 19th, by the Rev. E.
Alport Wareham (father of the bridegroom), assisted by the Rev. A.R. Henderson, M.A.,
Augustine Congregational Church, Edinburgh, Harold Edgar Wareham, M.B., Ch B., to Rebecca
Purves, third daughter of John Stewart, Esq., of Edinburgh.

July
Pg 161 – “Notes and Comments”
The Coronation of the King is an event which can hardly be allowed to pass without
notice in a missionary magazine. As a Society working for the highest welfare of the Empire and
of the King’s subjects in many far-off regions of the earth, we cannot but express the earnest
hope and prayer that the reign of King Edward may be long and happy, and may witness a great
strengthening of all the forces which make for national purity, sobriety, and righteousness, as
well as of those ties by which all the people of the earth should be bound together in fellowship
and mutual service. We rejoice unfeignedly that the Coronation is celebrated in peace. That the
peace may be long unbroken, and that a spirit of goodwill and brotherly love may prevail in all
our councils and animate all our dealings both with our fellow subjects and with those of other
realms, will be the prayer of all who are seeking the advancement of the Kingdom of God upon
the earth.
It is said the South African War has cost this country £300,000,000, a sum far larger than
has been spent upon the whole foreign missionary enterprise since English history began! It is a
strange record for a Christian nation at the beginning of the Twentieth Century.
The Bishop of Zanzibar, speaking at a recent meeting of the Universities’ Mission to
Central Africa, asked his hearers to remember that, though the Universities’ Mission had much
name and fame in England for its work on Lake Nyassa, there were other missions in the country
besides their own, missions worthy of their most earnest sympathy. In particular he wanted to
say that one working on the shore of Lake Nyassa, doing according to its light a most excellent,
admirable work, was the Mission of the Dutch Reformed Church. Only the other day a missioner
from South Africa, preaching for the S.P.G., said the Boers had done nothing for missions in
Africa. That preacher did not know of this Dutch mission, but he (the Bishop) had been there and
seen it. Many of the people working there were Boers, an the work was worthy of the greatest
praise. – So much has been said and written on the other side, that we are glad to reproduce this
generous testimony from the Bishop.
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Pg 176 – “News Notes”
Central Africa
Mr. Govan Robertson recently paid a visit to the mission of the Roman Catholic “White
Fathers,” fifty miles north of Kasanga. “They were very hospitable and friendly,” he says, “and I
was much interested in their earnestness. But what a poor gospel to bring to Africa! Prayers were
in Latin, and there was no sermon – nothing that the heathen could understand at all.” Mr.
Robertson is now on his way home, as also are Mrs. Purves and Mrs. May.

August
Pg 190 – “A Correction”
In the brief sketch of the life of Dr. Harold Wareham given in our May issue (page 112),
no mention was made of the fact that Dr. Wareham took the theological course at the Edinburgh
Hall. It was during this period that he attended Arts classes at the University. Dr. Wareham, we
are given to understand, is an ordained minister as well as a medical missionary.

Pg 208 – “Announcements”
Marriages
Nutter – Shorter – On July 16th, at Blantyre, British Central Africa, the Rev. H. Cecil
Nutter, of the London Missionary Society, eldest son of J. Nutter, Esq., of Ilkley, Yorks, to
Frances, fifth daughter of Thomas Shorter, Esq., of Buckhurst Hill and Reigate. (By Cable)

September
Pg 223 – “The Month’s Mail”
In the Awemba Country
The Rev. H. Cecil Nutter writes from Mberezi (Awemba Country), on May 1st: - “It ahs
been a sad year for our mission, and the next year will bring great responsibilities upon young
missionaries. But ‘He giveth more grace.’ It has been the hardest year of my life, but also the
happiest. Never have I felt so conscious of God’s help, and the sense of being where I am most
needed has been a constant inspiration… We have kept two schools going, with an average
attendance of about eighty at each. Our native village grows apace, and we have now over
seventy huts… During the past five months we have had a great number of men here, sometimes
over 200, always over 100 strangers. These come from far and near, from all parts of the
Awemba Country, some from Bangweolo, others from a more easterly district, and many from
the north. To all these the Gospel is preached daily, and as they change rapidly (few stay more
than the usual four weeks) you will gather that a great number thus hear and carry the story of
Jesus away with them. I have kept very close to the station during this time, having only been
away, except on Sunday mornings, three times. There are scores of villages that I have not yet
seen, but it has been impossible for me to go. The rainy season is a trial, and I have great cause
for thankfulness in having kept so remarkably strong and well. We have cleared the forest for a
great distance around us, so that we have now a glorious breeze which tempers the otherwise
terrific heat.”
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Pg 231 – “News Notes”
Africa
The party which left England for Central Africa on April 30th reached Chinde, at the
mouth of the Zambezi, on June 20th. All were well, and had had a pleasant voyage.

October
Pg 239 – “Slave Children in Central Africa”
The closing of the slave-market at Ujiji on the arrival of our first missionaries in August,
1878, was a true augury of the effect of missionary work upon the abominable traffic in human
flesh which had so long made Central Africa “the open sore of the world.” But the slave-trade
could not be rooted out in a day. The Arabs, who were its chief supporters and instigators, were
full of fury at what they deemed the interference of the missionaries with their trade, and on
more than one occasion the missionaries were threatened with death at their hands. The mission
stations became veritable “cities of refuge” for the natives who were threatened with a raid, or
who succeeded in making their escape from their captors. The fierce Awemba tribes, amongst
whom our missionaries are now at work, were frequently the willing tools of the Arab traders in
this nefarious traffic. The neighboring tribes suffered so severely at the hands of these cruel and
powerful Awemba chiefs, that whole regions became depopulated, and the people lived in a state
of constant terror.
Probably few people in
England are aware that such a
condition of things existed up to
the very close of the nineteenth
century. “As recently as December,
1895,” says the Rev. Harry
Johnson in his forthcoming book,
“Night and Morning in Dark
Africa,”* “the people on our
Kambole station were thrown into
a state of great excitement by the
unsuspected and cowardly attack
of an Awemba chief, named
Mpondi, on the village of
Kitimbwa, two miles from the
mission station. About ten o’clock
in the morning, when many of the
men were out of the village, the
Awemba rushed upon it in force. The people made a good defense until their chief fell dead,
when a panic seized them. The men dropped their weapons and fled, some to the woods and
others to Kambole for safety. During the afternoon the Rev. Picton Jones kept the gate of the
mission premises open, and a continuous procession of women, children, and wounded men
sought refuge at the mission.
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“That night the enemy were encamped in the neighborhood, and there was great fear lest
they should attack Kambole. However, on the following day they marched off, carrying with
them ivory, powder, cloth, and cattle as plunder, with over a hundred women and children as
prisoners of war, to become the slaves of the conquerors, and eleven heads to decorate the
stockades of their villages.”
In the following year (1896) the agent of the British South Africa Company, at Fife,
midway between Tanganyika and Nyassa, intercepted four slave-caravans in as many months,
and set the slaves at liberty. The children whose parents could not be found have frequently been
handed over to the care of the missionaries by the Administration officials, so that a considerable
number of these orphan slave-children are being brought up under the charge of the mission.
Only last month a letter received from the Rev. C.H. Nutter, of the Awemba Mission.
Told of three children who had been sold into slavery by an Awemba chief. They were liberated
by an English official, who sent them to the mission station at Kawimbe. When Mr. and Mrs.
Purves first went to the Awemba country, they took two of these children (a boy and a girl) with
them, and succeeded in restoring them both to their parents. Mr. Nutter, on a recent visit to
Kazembe, the chief who had sold the children into slavery, found the boy sitting at the chief’s
feet singing a hymn which he had learnt from the missionaries. The whole romantic story is told
by Mr. Nutter in the current issue of our children’s magazine, News from Afar.
*“Night and Morning in Dark Africa.” By Harry Johnson, Price 2s. 6d. (Ready early in
October)

Pg 251 – “On the Way to Central Africa”
By the Rev. James Lawson
We begin to feel that we are nearing the land of our future work. For nine days we have
been slowly creeping up the Zambezi and Shiré rivers. The beauty of the land cannot be put on
paper. Each new bend of the stream is a grand vista. On the banks of the convolvulus twines
round the reeds, and the wild hollyhock is crushed by our barges when we squeeze through the
only narrow channel. Behind the native plantations (which are everywhere) are the great wooded
mountains, up which we are to climb tomorrow to Blantyre.
Our party makes up the boat’s load, so we are able to enjoy evening worship – a privilege
denied us up to now. We tie up to the bank at dark, and in a quiet half hour feel that the little
space at the back of our steamer is indeed made a sanctuary by the presence of God. We
managed a hymn or two, a chapter from the old Book, and prayers. With the high grasses and
reeds over our little home, and the everlasting chirp of crickets all round, we somehow
understand more than ever the value of worship. It brings God very near to us and links us to
friends at home. Last night the boat boys crept round us while we sang the “Pax Tecum”:
“Peace! perfect peace! with loved ones far-away,
In Jesu’s keeping we are safe, and they.”
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Over our heads shone the Southern Cross, reminding us of the sacrifice long ago outside
Jerusalem. Away on our right the evening star was shining in the sky and blazed down on us.
We retired to our rather hard beds and mosquito nets knowing that God would allow us to
become messengers of that story of His Son’s Cross which some day would shine and drive
away all gloom from the people of Central Africa.
July 3rd, 1902

Pg 254 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Rev. D. Picton Jones, from Matebeleland, South Africa, and Mrs. Purves, from Lake
Tanganyika, Central Africa, per steamer Dunvegan Castle, on September 6th.

November
Pg 270 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
The following corrections should be made in the List of Missionaries since January: Page 7 – Rev. J. Brown, Rev. A.J. Wookey, Rev. H. Johnson have returned to Africa.
Rev. J. and Mrs. Good, Rev. Bowen and Mrs. Rees, Rev. C.D. and Mrs. Helm, Rev. D. and Mrs.
Carnegie at home. Mr. Purves died on November 18th, Mrs. Purves at home. The following
names to be added to Central Africa: Rev. R. Stewart Wright, Dr. H.E. and Mrs. Wareham, Dr.
E.W. Lewis, Rev. J. Lawson, Mr. W. Freshwater have joined Rev. H. Johnson and Rev. C. and
Mrs. Nutter in the Awemba Mission.

Pg 272 – “News Notes”
Central Africa – A cablegram announces the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Nutter, Dr. Lewis,
and Mr. Freshwater at Mbereshi, in the Awemba country, on September 6th.

Pg 272 – “How the Money is Spent”
The following table gives the proportional expenditure of every sovereign contributed to
our funds during the past financial year: China Mission
North India
South India
Madagascar
South Africa
Central Africa
West Indies
Polynesia
Ships
Preparation of Missionaries
Superannuated Missionaries,
Widows, etc.

£
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

s.
3
2
4
2
1
0
0
2
1
0

d.
7¼
1¾
2
2¼
2
11
0½
3¼
1¼
0¼

0

0

7½
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Collection of funds, Home
Administration, and Publications0
£1

1
0

9
0

In comparing this table with the figures given in the Annual Report, it should be observed
that the money raised and expended locally in the mission-field is not included in the above
statement.

Pg 279 – “The Board Room”
There were 72 Directors present at the meeting of the Board on September 30th, Mr.
Parsons being in the chair.
The only missionary present was the Rev. D.P. Jones, who had been ordered home from
Matebeleland on account of ill-health. In a brief speech, Mr. Jones explained that his breakdown
was due to the persistent effects of his former residence in Central Africa rather than to the
climate of his new station. With regard to the work, he had not been out long enough to say
much, but there was a general desire for education among the people, and also a real spiritual
awakening. He had been much distressed by the lack of sympathy with missionary work
manifested by white people in South Africa, and could only account for it by supposing there
was no desire to see the natives elevated in any way…
The resignation of Dr. S.H. Morris, of Central Africa, was accepted with very great
regret, Dr. Morris having been led to believe that he can better serve the cause of Christ in
Central Africa by accepting office under Government.
_
The meeting of the Board on October 14th was one long to be remembered by all who
were fortunate enough to be present. The announcement that a company of some twenty
missionaries would be introduced had drawn to the Mission House an unusually large number of
Directors (78), and the Chairman “improved the occasion” by converting the first half of the
meeting into a genuine service…
The following are the names of those introduced: - …and Mrs. May, from Central
Africa…
Mrs. May, who had come home from Central Africa owing to the death of her husband,
received a tender welcome, as did Dr. Cousins, who had worn herself out with work in Central
China, and whose condition of health was such that her brother was obliged to travel home with
her…
“The best Board meeting we have ever had,” was the comment of some at least as they
went away.
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Pg 280 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Mrs. May and child, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, per steamer Walmer Castle,
on September 13th.

December
Pg 290 – “The Children’s Prize Book*”
*”Night and Morning in Dark Africa,” by Harry Johnson
The boys and girls who secure this book as a prize for collecting will receive an ample
reward for their toil. And children of larger growth will be interested in the vivid and easy
manner in which the story is told, illustrated as it is by a picture on every other page. The author
has kept his eyes open, and has certainly done what the natives feared he would do when he
pointed his camera towards them – “steal the spirits of black men to send away in a letter to his
own country.”

We are introduced to the boys and girls at play and in school, and to the men and women,
slaves to cruel rites and superstitious beliefs. We are shown how the advent of the white man
means the exit of the slaver, the medicine-man, and the barbaric chief.
Although “making no pretense of giving a history of our Tanganyika Mission,” the author
mentions the names of Hore (without whom there would have been no mission to the lake) and
Picton Jones and Carson, who laid the foundation of the work at the South End. The labors of
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these and their colleagues, as well as the faith of the Directors, are now rewarded, “for the people
which sat in darkness saw a great light.”
And the author pays a just tribute to the work of the Administration in putting down the
slave traffic and in opening up the Awemba country, where a mission station is now planted. Mr.
Purves, the pioneer of this work, has already won his reward. Half a dozen years ago this cruel
tribe swept past one of our mission stations and devastated a native village close by, killing the
chief and mutilating their captives, many of whom escaped to the mission station. Since the days
of Livingstone and Giraud the country was closed to the white man, but now Government
official, trader, and missionary have entered to inaugurate a new era – to establish a kingdom of
God, let us hope.
Perhaps in a second edition the spelling of some of the native words and phrases might be
revised.
While the author is quite correct in stating that the natives are very fond of music, he is
giving them too much credit in saying they can sing in four parts. It would be more correct to say
two. But these are little blemishes in a very creditable piece of work, especially when we
remember “it has been prepared in haste.”
W. Thomas

Pg 303 – “The Board Room”
At the meeting of the Board on October 28th there were 74 Directors present, Mr. G.C.T.
Parsons being in the chair…
A joint meeting of the two Foreign Committees had been held the previous day to
consider the resolution of the Board regarding the limitation of expenditures. The
recommendations of the Committees were adopted, involving a reduction of 5 per cent. on grants
for the general work of the missions. This reduction with the addition of a profit from the
Mission Press at Antananarivo, and a saving on stores for Central Africa, would effect a total
saving of £2,175.

1903
January
Pg 16 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
The following arrangement of the staff has been made: - Mberezi (Awemba), Rev. H.C.
Nutter, Dr. E.W. Lewis, and Mr. Freshwater; Kambole, Rev. H. Johnson and Dr. Wareham;
Kawimbe, Rev. Stewart Wright and Mr. Draper; Niamkoli, Mr. Hemans and Rev. J. Lawson.

Pg 22 – “The Board Room”
November 25th – The Chairman of the Board (Mr. G.C.T. Parsons) presided over a large
gathering of Directors, eighty-six being present…
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In accordance with the recommendation of the Tanganyika District Committee, Dr.
Morris (who has resigned his position as a missionary in order to enter Government service) was
invited to become an honorary member of the District Committee.

Pg 24 – “Announcements”
Arrival
Mr. W. Govan Robertson, from Kawimbe, Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, on
November 26th.

February
Pg 46 – A Watchers’ Band Plan of Campaign”
The writer has been asked to give a brief account of aggressive work carried on by the
Leeds Watchers’ Band…
This autumn we have been going through our churches with a lantern lecture on “Central
Africa,” a field chosen because of the fact, which is our glory and joy, that Leeds sent one of her
noblest sons to give his life in faithful service and heroic sacrifice for the Tanganyika Mission in
the person of the Rev. Arthur Dodgshun.

Pg 47 – “The Board Room”
December 16th – There were 66 Directors present at the last meeting of the year 1902,
Mr. Parsons being in the chair.
The Foreign Secretary introduced… Mr. Govan Robertson, from Central Africa…

March
Pg 63 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
Letters have now been received announcing the arrival of the little company of
reinforcements in the Awemba country. “Our hearts have been gladdened afresh this week,”
writes Mr. Nutter (Sept. 27th) “by four more applications to follow in the way of Jesus. These,
with others we have had, will, some day, we trust, form the nucleus of Christ’s Church in the
Awemba country.”
A later letter (October 21st) contains the news that the Administrator has given
permission to the French Roman Catholic Mission to establish work in the district such south of
Lake Bangweolo. “We are sorry for this,” says Mr. Nutter, “as it effectually bars us from
extension in this direction; but the French Mission has sent very large numbers into the country
this year – about fifty, to my knowledge – and we cannot complain of the Administrator
admitting them when we are unable to occupy the country.”

April
Pg 79 – “Among the Awemba”
Good News from Central Africa
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By the Rev. H. Cecil Nutter
Our schools are better attended than ever, and the only hindrance to their more rapid
progress is the lack of teachers. This lack will disappear in time, and if we are able to keep up the
standard of lads we are getting, we should have some very good teachers a few years hence.
Besides our senior teachers, I have
three junior lads who are doing their best
to make themselves capable. Their brans
are very slow to work, and it is hard to get
a new idea into their heads. They learn to
write – or rather to copy my writing –
much more quickly than they grasp the
principle of an ordinary multiplication
table. One lad copies my writing so well
that I can scarcely distinguish it from the
original!
Our native village has grown to
considerable proportions, and there are
now at least sixty huts, which is an
average size for a village in the Awemba
country, excepting the villages of the
larger chiefs.
Our evangelistic work goes on steadily. We have a service every morning (except
Sunday). It is very brief, but we believe it does better work than we could do by going out to the
villages. The men come here to work for periods of four weeks. In this time they hear the Gospel
very often, and learn some of our hymns, which we believe they do not forget. In this way others
hear something of “this same Jesus” through them.
The highest side of our work here makes the most progress, though it can only keep pace
with the work of enlightening and uplifting. We have continual inquiry after the “way of Jesus.”
Today there are nearly a dozen of these warlike Awemba seeking to be church members, and the
joy of having these inquirers makes up a hundred-fold for all the dark hours we have to spend out
here.

Pg 96 – “Announcements”
Departures
Miss Ada M. Harwood, proceeding to Niamkolo, Central Africa, embarked per steamer
Saxon, on March 7th.
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May
Pg 114 – “For Central Africa”
The Rev. Ernest H. Clark was born in in
1878 at Walthamstow, and was educated at the
Grocers’ School, Hackey Downs. Towards the
close of his school life he attended a meeting of
the Christian Endeavor Society of the Chingford
Congregational Church, with the result that his
outlook on life was changed, and he felt called of
God to work for Him as a minister of His Gospel.
With this end in view Mr. Clark entered
University College, and then Cheshunt College.
The missionary enthusiasm of Cheshunt soon
brought before him the claims of the foreign field.
He offered his services in due course to the
L.M.S., and was appointed to work in Central
Africa. After six years at Cheshunt, Mr. Clark
took a course of training at Livingstone College,
to study the elements of surgery and medicine.

Mr. Bernard Raleigh Turner was born on
July 4th, 1878, at Hackney College, London. From
a very early age his admiration for David
Livingstone turned his thoughts towards foreign
missionary work, and specially towards Central
Africa. He saw much of the Rev. Wm. Thomas in
1893, and when seeing him off to Central Africa
felt a distinct call from God in his farewell words:
“You are just the man we want for Central
Africa.” Mr. Turner has always been interested in
mechanical and practical work, and has been
apprenticed to Messrs. S. & J. Jerrard, of
Lewisham, for five years. Since then he has had
experience in building and similar work, also in
printing, brick and tile-making, etc. For six
months he has been at Livingstone College for
training in the elements of medicine and surgery.
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Mr. Turner and Mr. Clark embarked at Naples on Good Friday (April 10th) in the German
East African mail steamer Präsident, and ought to arrive at Quillimane on May 18th. Thence their
route will be by the Shiré river, along Lake Nyassa, and by the Stevenson Road from Karonga to
Kawimbe, a distance of about 250 miles. They hope to reach their destination about the middle
of July.

Pg 118 – “The Board Room”
There were 82 Directors present at the meeting of the Board on March 24th, Mr. Parsons
being in the chair.
The Foreign Secretary introduced… the Rev. E.H Clark and Mr. Bernard R. Turner,
appointed to Central Africa… Mr. Clark and Mr. Turner also briefly addressed the Board…
The Foreign Secretary and the Treasurer reported action taken in conjunction with
representatives of other missionary societies with reference to the Government’s proposal to
deport natives from Central Africa for work in the South African mines. The Board expressed
hearty approval of what had been done…
It was agreed to print a Dictionary and Grammar of the Wemba language (Central
Africa), prepared by Mr. Govan Robertson.

Pg 119 – “Our Fellow Workers”
“All ye are brethren.”
A Mission of the Dutch Reformed Church
On my way home I have spent a couple weeks in revisiting the district occupied by the
Mission of the Dutch Reformed Church to the south-west of Nyasa, and am now writing from
my old station of Liolezi, in South Angoni Land. Many memories, some sad, others of joy,
crowd up me as I sit here! When I arrived, eleven years ago, to take up the work which had been
started two years previously by the Livingstonia Mission, I found the valley forsaken – a valley
of desolation – for the Angoni had been at war, and had burned all the villages and driven the
people to the mountains for hiding. Our nearest neighbors were our Dutch friends who had begun
work at Mvera about the year 1888; but they were four or five days’ journey away. It is about
this Dutch Mission that I want to say a few words.
The early years were full of trials, much like those experienced at Liolezi. I well
remember visiting the district about 1894, when the white man was all but unknown there, and
finding signs of terrible havoc wrought by slave raids. Not a hut was left, and the people could
scarcely be tempted to leave their caves and cliffs even to sell my boys food. I have just been
revisiting the stations of this mission, and the progress made has been most wonderful. True, the
staff has been somewhat in keeping with the needs of the district. Mvera corresponds closely to
our Kawimbe, except that it has much less carpentry and blacksmith work, and the people are not
scattered so sparsely over so large a district as with us. Here the staff is two ministers (one
married), a doctor, a farmer (married), a carpenter, an accountant, and two single ladies. At
Kawimbe it has never exceeded fine (including wives), and by the time this reaches you will be
but two. The staff at the other stations is equally large in proportion.
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I am sorry I have not figures to give, but it did one’s heart good to see the large classes
gathering twice a week, at out-schools as well as on the stations, for Bible-classes. The
applicants have to promise to attend the classes regularly for at least two years, and to do their
utmost to learn the lessons. No polygamist, nor wife of a polygamist (except the first) may join.
Several thousands are now in the classes, and many hundreds are church members. The latter
have to undertake to educate their children, when schools are within reach, and to contribute for
the support of the church. Owing to the action and wish of the native church, all are now total
abstainers from beer, dances, and ceremonies.
Our soldiers have been burning farms and destroying the lives and property of the
“oppressors of the natives.” Our Government collectors have been burning native villages here
by the score, to force the natives to work for the planters. And yet these same Boer oppressors,
almost all of whom have lost friends and property, have sent far more workers to Central Africa
than the British supporters of the L.M.S. during these years of trouble. Their debt of several
thousands has been wiped out, and now over 150 applicants for Foreign Mission work are on the
books of their Committee.
H. Govan Robertson
The Moravians Curtail their Work
In view of the financial difficulties of so many missionary societies at present time,
special interest attaches to the deliberations of the Moravian Conference, recently held at Castle
Berthelsdorp. As a result of the conference, grants are to be curtailed in all those fields where
poverty of result seems to point to doors as yet closed by the Lord. As far as funds are available,
every furtherance is to be given to fields where the work is successful or promising.
To give practical effect to this resolution, each field was discussed separately on the lines
laid down, with the result that there will be no further development in Himalaya West,
California, and Alaska. The grant for Demerara is to be reduced; for the Mosquito Coast a
maximum grant has been fixed, with the request to the Board to direct special attention, in view
of the troubled condition of the country, to diminution of staff and reduction of expenditure. A
diminished staff for Labrador was also agreed upon. Of the older fields, South Africa West is to
be no longer chargeable upon the General Fund, but is to occupy an independent position – a step
which it would have been preferable to defer for a few years, but which necessity demands.
Surinam offers peculiar conditions: there is, on the one hand, a large negro church, and, on the
other hand, the mission among bushmen and coolies – both important tasks, requiring vigorous
support. While the Church has to be trained and prepared to stand alone, the body of the people
has to be elevated, and the education of the children must continue to receive full consideration,
so that reductions on this field are scarcely practicable. But steps will be taken to develop the
independence of the negro church, and to strengthen the work among the heathen. The fields in
South Africa East and East Africa will continue to receive vigorous support. – Missions-Blatt der
Brüdergemeinde (B. Hitjer)
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Pg 120 – “Announcements”
Departures
Rev. E.H. Clark and Mr. Bernard R. Turner, appointed to the Central Africa Mission,
embarked at Naples, per steamer Präsident, for Chinde, on April 10th.
Births
Wareham – On March 18th, at Kambole, Central Africa, the wife of Dr. Harold Wareham,
of a daughter.

June
Pg 121 – “The Story of the Year”
Being the One Hundred and Eight Annual Report
“Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness,
And for His wonderful works to the children of men!”
The Balance Sheet
Apart from the fund for the liquidation of the deficiency, the Balance-Sheet for the past
year is one of the most favorable the Directors have ever been able to present. The receipts under
every main item of account show a marked increase, and among in the aggregate to £21,785
more than those of the proceeding year.
This is due largely to the exceptional amount derived from legacies, which is £12,390
more than in 1902, and £8,040 above the average of the last ten years.
The increase in the gifts of the living in Great Britain is no less than £8,399, and the gifts
from the Colonial churches and from the mission-field have also grown. The gross total of the
receipts for the ordinary funds is considerably larger than the Society has ever had in one year
before, with the single exception of 1900-01, when the general receipts were swelled by a gift of
£10,000 for the extension of Missions in Central Africa from the late Mr. Arthington.
Retirements
No fewer than twelve names have to be removed from the roll of missionaries in active
service… The Rev. D.P. Jones, formerly of the Central African Mission, and lately for a short
time in Matebeleland, has been compelled, much to the regret of the Directors, to retire from
work on account of continued ill health… Dr. Sidney Morris, after a brief period of service in the
Central African Mission, has felt constrained to retire from direct connection with the mission, in
order that he may, in the official position of medical officer to the Administrators, be more free
to reach the Europeans resident in that district, whose need of spiritual as well as physical
ministration has pressed sorely upon his heart.
New Missionaries
Fourteen new missionaries have during the year joined the ranks of the workers. Seven of
these have gone to reinforce the Central African Mission, mainly for the work in the Awemba
county; two have gone to the South Seas; for to India; and one to China. The number of
missionaries now on the staff is one less than last year, but the proportion of the sexes is
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changed. There are now 210 men on the field, as against 206 last year. There are 65 women
missionaries, as against 70 last year.
Africa
The termination of the war in South Africa is still so recent that it is too soon to note the
effect which the establishment of peace and of the British authority will have upon the work
among the native tribes. Already, however, there is evidence of the awakening of a new desire in
many quarters for English education, and the importance of an early commencement of the long
promised school for Bechuanaland is very apparent. Plans are now under consideration, and it is
hoped that before the year ends substantial progress will have been made towards the realization
of the scheme.
The progress of the mission in Matebeleland, which was so encouraging a feature in last
year’s report, still continues, the most urgent need there, as elsewhere in South Africa, being a
supply of trained and earnest native schoolmasters to teach the children.
In the Central Africa Mission the year has been one of freedom from any great sorrow.
The missionary band have suffered from sickness, one or two of them very seriously, but by
God’s great goodness they have been spared and have been permitted to go on steadily with their
work. The reports from the Awemba Mission especially are full of hopefulness, and when other
stations have been established, connecting Mbereshe with the older mission, it will be possible to
maintain a continuity of work throughout the region occupied by the Society. This has been the
aim of the Board in sending so large a reinforcement to Central Africa as has gone out during the
past year.

Pg 135 – “Our Anniversary Meetings”
A Chorus of Thanksgiving
The Watchers’ Band Meeting
Mrs. May, of Central Africa
The Chairman bespoke for Mrs. May deep attention and loving sympathy as the widow
of a missionary who had laid down his life for the Cross of Christ.
Mrs. May acknowledged how often she
and her late husband had been comforted in
sorrow and guided in perplexity by the prayers of
those at home. To her great surprise she learned
that out in Hankow there had been a fathering of
Watchers who most earnestly remembered her in
prayer. Surely the Watchers could claim much of
the honor of the success and progress in the
mission field. At the same time, they were to a
large extent responsible for lack of success and
even retrogression and failure in the mission field.
In saying that she did not wish to exonerate the
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missionaries themselves. They were only too conscious of their own lack of prayer and slackness
in habits of devotion. There was great cause for anxiety as to the general tone of the Christian
community, and disappointment because of backsliding on the part of many whom the
missionaries had considered examples of Christian life and conduct.
The L.M.S. Mission in Central Africa was largely conspicuous for lack of success, as
compared not only with other branches of work in other countries, but also as compared with
other Central African missions. Of course there were great allowances to be made. They were
working in a very in accessible region, and that had kept the mission out of constant touch with
the Directors. It had been impossible to get advice and help in times of emergency. The mission
also stood alone in never having had the privilege and advantage of a visit from the Foreign
Secretary or a Director. The mission had been hampered by frequent deaths and withdrawals, so
that there had been no continuity in the work, and the majority of the present missionaries were
novices.
Allowing for all these circumstances and difficulties, she felt that they must inquire a
little more closely why it was that the mission had not made the progress they ought to expect
after the lapse of so many years and the expenditure of so much effort on the part of all
concerned. “Will you not,” asked Mrs. May, “feel the burden of Central Africa’s need? Will you
not be troubled because of the slow coming of Christ’s Kingdom in that distant part of the
world?” Yet how foolish they were for sighing and grieving when they had the remedy in their
own hands! Did they not more often speak of their own weakness than of God’s power? Were
not their prayers limited and earthbound by the sense of the impossibility of the things they asked
for?
In conclusion Mrs. May asked the Watchers to pray that there might be among all the
supporters of the Society a greatly increased knowledge of, and love for, the mission; that offers
of service might be made for this chronically under-staffed work; that the missionaries in their
intercourse with one another and with Europeans might in every way recommend the Gospel of
Christ, and that there might be an outpouring of spiritual power which should work irresistibly to
the awakening of the self-satisfied, dead-souled native population.

Pg 160 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
Our Annual Meeting, on May 13th, was most successful. Not only was the attendance
larger than ever before, but the spirit of the meeting was all that could be desired. A full account
of it will be found on page 139. May I here call special attention to the heart-searching plea made
my Mrs. May for more prayer for “Darkest Africa”? It is a solemn thought that we, as Watchers,
are perhaps responsible for the lack of spiritual growth and success in the Tanganyika Mission.

Pg 160 – “Our Missionary Scrap-Book”
Missionary Contributions to Science
Indirectly, and almost unintentionally, missionary enterprise has wisely increased the
bounds of our knowledge, and has sometimes been the means of conferring benefits on science,
the value and extent of which it is difficult for us to compute. Huge is the debt which philologists
owe to the labors of British missionaries in Africa! By evangelists of our own nationality nearly
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two hundred African languages and dialects have been illustrated by grammars, dictionaries,
vocabularies, and translations of the Bible. Many of these tongues were on the point of
extinction, and have since become extinct, and we owe our knowledge of them solely to the
missionaries’ intervention. Zoology, botany, and anthropology, and most of the other branches of
scientific investigation, have been enriched by the researches of missionaries who have enjoyed
unequalled opportunities of collecting in new districts; while commerce and colonization have
been notoriously guided in their extension by the information derived from patriotic emissaries
of Christianity.
Sir H.H. Johnston

Pg 160 – “Announcements”
Marriage
Lawson – Harwood – On the 27th inst., at Blantyre, British Central Africa, James, eldest
son of Robert P. Lawson, of Machester, to Ada Mary, daughter of Mrs. J.S. Scott, of Longton
Bridge (late of Blackburn).

July
Pg 172 – “Home from the Front”
V. – Mr. W. Govan Robertson, of Central Africa
Mr. Govan Robertson, who is one of the noble company of Scotch missionaries who have
given themselves to the work of African redemption, is at present enjoying a short furlough in
his own country. He reached England at the end of last November, after a journey of some three
months from hi station, and it must have been with very mingled feelings that he saw his native
land again. His little son was waiting here to welcome him, but the devoted wife who went out
with him six years ago has laid down her life for Africa, and her body lies in the little graveyard
at Kawimbe.
It was as a missionary of the Free Church of Scotland that Mr. Robertson first went out to
Central Africa in 1891. For five years he labored at Livlezi in the Livingstonia district. At the
end of that time the station was handed over to the care of the Mission of the Dutch Reformed
Church, and Mr. Robertson, with the consent of his Committee, undertook service for the
L.M.S., who at that time were greatly in need of reinforcements for their Central African
Mission. On his way home last year Mr. Robertson visited his old station, and in a recent number
of the Chronicle he has told us something of what he saw and heard there.
“When you first went to our Central African Mission, Mr. Robertson, how did it strike
you as compared with the Livingstonia Mission which you had just left?”
“That is not a very easy question to answer, but the one thing which struck me forcibly
was the lack of uniformity in the L.M.S. work. There seemed to be no general principle adopted
and adhered to by the missionaries at the various stations. Each one worked on his own lines and
according to his own ideas.”
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“Was not that very largely owing to
the lack of continuity consequent upon the
large number of deaths and breakdowns from
which the mission has suffered?”
“Yes, no doubt that was mainly
responsible, but I think Livingstonia has
gained largely by the Presbyterian system,
which leads to the most important questions of
mission work being treated uniformly at all
the stations. I suppose some of our lack of
apparent success is also due to the scattered
nature of the population. The Livingstonia
district is much more thickly populated than
our part of Central Africa as a whole. The
official estimate of the population in the South
Tanganyika district of North-Eastern Rhodesia
gives only four persons to a square mile. But
in the Kawimbe district, covering about a
thousand square miles, we have some 8,500
people. Taking the sphere of our mission as a
whole, we reckon that each missionary has a
parish of about 5,000 square miles and 20,000
souls. Formerly the Mambwe and Lungu
people lived in large stockaded villages for
protection against their enemies; but now,
since the Awemba (or “Wemba,” as they are
more properly called) have settled down and
given up their raiding habits, the people are
scattering in small companies all over the
district.”
“Is the Awemba country any more thickly populated?”
“Not much more, I should think, but there are some large villages there, the headquarters
of the most important chiefs, and these villages will naturally form good centers for missionary
work.”
“What about our mission work?” What sort of a congregation do you get at Kawimbe?”
“We have a church membership of about twenty-two, and the congregation is seldom
below 200. Sometimes it is as large as 500, and before the villagers scattered it often reached
900. Including the out-stations, where the services are largely taken by native Christians, we
often have audiences of about a thousand in all on the Sunday.”
“Have you schools at all these out-stations?”
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“Yes, we have twenty-two schools, and the desire for education is certainly growing; but
the scattered nature of the population presents very great difficulties. We receive many
applications for schools from other villages, but it is quite impossible for us to visit sufficiently
to make a school of any real value.”
“Can you tell us something about the Awemba? What had been your own work among them?”
“In 1900 I had the pleasure of building and opening the first school, at Mpolokoso’s
village, after the visit of Mr. Purves to that Wemba chief. That is the only visit I have paid to the
Awemba country, but we have many Wemba in all our villages round Kawimbe; one village,
indeed, is composed entirely of Awemba people. From them I have learnt something of their
language, in which I have preached regularly for three years, and at the present time I am seeing
through the press a grammar and dictionary of the Wemba tongue.”
“What has been your experience as to the character of the Awemba?”
“They are certainly finer people than the Mambwe, as the natives of our part of the
country are called. Probably it is because the Mambwe are a mixed race. The Wemba have been
less crushed by the Arabs, and have consequently retained their independence of spirit. They are
of an entirely different race from the Mambwe, having come down originally from near Angora,
in the very center of Africa.”
“What would you say is the great need of the mission at the present time?”
“Besides more prayer, we need more men, especially for the work of training teachers,
and for linguistic work. At present those who are trying to do something on these lines are
continually interrupted by the claims of other work.”
“Of course, medical missionaries have been of great service?”
“Yes, undoubtedly, and we need more of them. It is of the utmost importance that the
native Christians be supplied with proper medical aid, for when the Christians cannot get the
services of the missionary doctor in their illness their only alternative is to resort to the witch
doctors. Medicine is still looked upon as a charm by most of the people. One day, for instance, I
gave an old man some quinine for fever. He came back a few days later saying that he was going
hunting and would like some of that medicine for his gun to make it shoot well!”
“I suppose fear of the slave-trader is no longer felt?”
“No, I am glad to say that is almost entirely a thing of the past. But less than ten years
ago, when I was in Livingstonia, I frequently saw slave hunts in Ng’oniland. I have traveled for
days together and seen nothing but burnt villages and devestation. Thanks to the British and
German administrations that is all stopped now.”
“What about the commercial prospects of Central Africa? Do you think there are likely to
be any great developments in that direction?”
“I hardly see what there is to attract people. The country, at least on the plateau, is
healthy enough. It is quite a misconception to regard it as a deadly climate. As a matter of fact,
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the deaths in connection with our missions have been largely due to overwork. The missionaries
have had too much to do, and have overtaxed their strength. But, nevertheless, I do not see much
prospect of great commercial developments. Wheat used to be grown very largely in the district,
but it has recently been spoilt by disease. Cattle are scarce, though they seem to stand the climate
well. Quite recently a small settlement of Boers has been established in the Saisi Valley, not very
far from us. I imagine they intend to breed cattle for transport.”
“You have several trading companies at work now, have you not?”
“Yes; the largest of them is the African Lakes Corporation, which does a fairly good
business. It is said that the imports now cleared through the Customs House on the Zambezi
River amount to about 40,000 tons annually. A railway which is talked of at the south end of
Lake Nyasa is expected to improve matters. They have already got the material for the line out,
and they talk of starting the construction this dry season. Then there are several trading steamers
on Lake Tanganyika and on Lake Nyasa. We have a telegraph office at Abercorn, only eleven
miles away from us, and it is now possible to telegraph to England and get a reply the same day.”
“No doubt you have seen Mr. Johnson’s book on Central Africa, which we gave as the
prize to our ship collectors this year? Don’t you think it will do a good deal to awaken interest in
the mission and to spread information about the country?”
“Yes. I find it is being very widely read. Mr. Johnson has got together a wonderful store
of information, and his illustrations are very interesting and valuable.”
“I suppose you have been kept fairly busy on deputation work since you got home?”
“Yes; one does not get much time to grow rusty. I have, on the average, addressed three
gatherings every week since my return. But it is most enjoyable and refreshing work. With very
few exceptions, I have found considerable missionary interest and enthusiasm wherever I have
been, and the kindnesses I have experienced on all hands have been very great. My only regret is
that we missionaries should get so little chance of bringing our studies up to date. We learn when
abroad what would be especially valuable, and I had looked forward to taking classes in some of
the most important subjects this winter; but, of course, I have not been free to do so.”
“Do you know yet when you will be returning to Central Africa?”
“No; I have not heard when the Board will let me go back to my work. But owing to the
season, it can now scarcely be before the early months of 1904. I look forward with as great
pleasure to my return as I did to my first going out to Africa, more than twelve years ago.”

Pg 175 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
Mr. Stewart Wright was setting out at the beginning of March for an evangelistic tour
with Mr. Lawson. They were going in a canoe, and hoped to visit a good number of villages at
the south-east end of Lake Tanganyika.
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A monument to David Livingstone has recently been erected at Chitambo, on the spot
where the great missionary died thirty years ago. A native hospital is being built at Fort Jameson,
which is to be known as the Livingstone Memorial Hospital.

Pg 182 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
So many of our missionaries have come and gone during the last five months that I think
our Watchers will be glad to have the following alterations in the list of missionaries: Page 7 – Rev. J. and Mrs. Good have retired. Rev. J. Richardson has resigned owning to
ill-health. The name of Mrs. Lawson to be added to Niamkolo. Rev. E.H. Clark and Mr. Bernard
Turner have joined the Central African Mission.

August
Pg 208 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
A cablegram, dated June 24th, reports the arrival at Kawimbe, in good health, of Messrs.
Clark and Turner, the new recruits for the Central African Mission.

September
Pg 216 – “A Christmas Journey in a Heathen Land”
By Mr. W. Freshwater, of the Awemba Mission, Central Africa
My nine months’ sojourn here, at Mberezi, have been to me, and I think I may say to my
colleagues as well, very happy months indeed. Being a new station, there has been a good deal of
manual work to do, but now the bulk of it is finished. I have found it a wholesome thing to have
plenty to do.
We are now practically through the rainy season, and I am glad to say that we have come
through with very little sickness, both among the natives and among ourselves.
I had an experience of African travel a month or two since which some of your readers
may find interesting.
Having spent several days at the little village of Mambidima, at Johnston Falls on the
Luapula River, I started with my host to make the return journey to Mberezi in a small steel boat.
After three days’ paddling among an abundance of “hippos” and “crocs,” our paddlers brought
us at sunset on the third day to the mouth of a narrow, winding stream called the “Chipita,”
which simply means a “passage.” As it was impossible to get the steel boat through, we set about
engaging two native “dug-out” canoes from the fishermen on the river. Having transshipped our
goods, we squatted down and composed ourselves to what proved to be a 4 ½ hours’ journey.
Had I known the nature of the journey, I think I should have preferred camping on the river bank
until the morning, in spite of the surrounding marsh and the abundance of mosquitoes.
This narrow water-way, turning often sharply at right angles, deep at this time of the year
and having a strong current, is the only approach to Kazembe’s town from the Luapula River. It
is entirely hidden in a great swamp of towering reeds and grasses.
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The twilight seemed to linger with us quite a long time, giving much-needed light to the
native fishermen to pilot our canoes through this intricate passage; and when the last ray of the
lingering sunset ceased to dispel the gloom, the friendly stars in God’s great heaven one by one
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appeared and continued until midnight to shed their welcome light upon us, sufficient to help us
and save us from danger. I had never valued the stars as light-givers so much before. It was well
for us that we met no “hippo” on this evening trip. Doubtless they had gone ashore among the
reeds to feed, and we were thankful.
As we passed slowly along we became aware how full of life this hidden passage was.
We smelt something very foul indeed; on inquiring what it is we are quietly told that it is only a
crocodile sleeping near by with his mouth open! Now there is just light enough to see something
move quickly along and move the reeds at their roots. It is the black mud-fish that we have
disturbed, and the native stands up with his fishing-spike in hand, in hope of catching it for his
supper. But the greater evidence of the abundance of life in this swamp comes from the
innumerable sounds of unseen living things. The croak of the frog, like some great monster
grating his teeth, keeps time with the little fellow whose musical voice is like a note from the
dulcimer; the hum of flies and the buzz of myriads of insects make one continuous sound, which,
happily, breaks the awful stillness which is such a nervous strain in the tropics.
“The mosquito sang his war song,
And the fire-flies waved their torches,
And the bull-frog thrust his head into the moonlight,
Fixed his yellow eyes upon us And anon a thousand whistles
Answered all over the fenland.”
As the hours slowly passed and we crawled on our way I remembered that it was
Christmas Eve, and, as flash after flash of the beautiful summer lightning lit up the sky, it was
not difficult to imagine the “multitude of the heavenly host praising God” and telling their
message of peace and goodwill to men. I thought how sorely Africa needed this Christmas
message, and wondered how long it would be before every tribe knew this Savior whom the
heavenly host proclaimed.
At about half-past nine we reached the rapids, a dangerous place in the stream, where
canoes have been upset. Here the water was very deep, and it became necessary to drag the
canoe along the edge of the bank out of the swift current, a feat not easily performed in the
darkness. However, about half an hour after we were in calmer water. Another half hour of
difficult paddling brought us to a place where several canoes lay, indicating a place of habitation
near by. It proved to be the landing place for Kazembe’s, and so at half-past ten we started to
walk through the tall maize to the sleeping town. Although it was near midnight, we were kindly
received by the chief, who did not seem to mind being aroused at such a late hour. He placed a
hut at our disposal, and gave us some reed mats to lie on. After removing my wet clothing and
wrapping my mackintosh around me, with a hard bundle for a pillow, I was almost asleep before
food could be prepared. It was only the remembrance of the fact that it was twelve hours since
we had taken our last meal that made me rise and eat.
It was now 1 a.m. on Christmas morning, so the meal constituted our Christmas
breakfast. Sound sleep until nearly 6 a.m. followed the meal, in spite of mosquitoes, and after a
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cup of cocoa we again started off for Mberezi, where we arrived about half-past ten, after a
morning walk of six or seven miles.
Numbers of villages lie upon the banks of the Luapula, and some of these heard the
Gospel as we passed through, but it is only an occasional message that they can get, for there is
not a single Christian worker among them, from Johnston Falls to the north of Lake Mwero. We
long and pray for teachers to be raised up to dwell among their own kindred, teaching them of
the Savior who has redeemed them.

Pg 218 – “Camp and Canoe”
By the Rev. J. Lawson, of Central Africa
The Rev. Stewart Wright recently came down from Kawimbe to help me in my first
preaching tour round the south-east corner of the lake. After enjoying our Communion Sunday
here, away we went in our large, rough native canoe (or dug-out), with a few sticks at the stern
end for a shelter; seven strong rowers, who continually hummed or shouted a native solo and
chorus; four boys, bed and tent sacks, cooking pots, food boxes, guns, and a camera.
Our first service was on the beach at Kapata. The chief brought all his village out, and I
had a crowd of attentive listeners – with the exception of a few minutes when a herd of goats ran
in amongst us. We closed by singing several times the verse just learned, the first verse of
“Teach me, O Lord, Thy holy way.”
The first night we made our camp across the bay at the village of Kawe. Within the hour
our tent was up and we were sitting outside it, enjoying soup and fish, and watched by a crowd
of natives. Soon we had a big fire burning and the villagers sitting round it learning the same
verse as above, freely translate:
“My God, teach me
Thy clean path,
Give me a loving heart
To comfort me every day.”
Would that you might see that congregation in half-moonlight and half firelight! The
circle of black forms and faces and the shadows of huts behind, the old chief – really pleased to
have us sleep in his village – squatting on his low stool near Mr. Wright, and with open mouth
listening to the address given by our native teacher. The old story of God’s Love and His Son’s
death seemed good news indeed to him.
Before sunrise next morning the chief had brought us a present of flour and a hen. He
said his people would build a school if a native teacher would come to them. As the sun came
over the hill, we were attending to a few sick folk who had come to us for “charm.”
At 7 o’clock we were moving again, the chief and a few of the people standing on the
beach clapping their hands and wishing us “lumi” – peace. The same thing happened at each
village we called at – a hymn, a prayer, an address, and at night a chat round the camp fire with
the chief and headman.
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We have three flourishing schools in the German territory. I cannot write in detail of the
delights of official kindness and sympathy we received at Kasanga, the official headquarters of
the district. The Germans seem far ahead of our Government in teaching order, cleanliness, and
respect. They take an active interest in our schools, and the Governor, in paying his regular visits
and in compelling attendance, shows what an import place he feels the education of the native
plays in the building up of the German Empire.
From Kasanga we struck across the lake for home, and at sunset we were again on this
station, feeling we had made some new friends up the lake-side and had left some new thoughts
in some dark minds – thoughts that will be nourished by the Holy Spirit – thoughts that may
completely change some lives and influence the future Africa.

Pg 228 – “Books on Missionary Topics”
Sketches from the Dark Continent. By W.R. Hotchkiss, of the Friends’ Industrial
Mission, East Central Africa. With portrait and illustrations. 8vo, 130 pp. London: Headley Bros.
Price 2s. 6d net.
The portrait of the author is a sufficient guarantee that there is something worth reading
in this book. The clear-cut face, with the strong mouth and high forehead, and the piercing eyes,
all promise a strong flavor of personality and a style and manner out of the common in the story
which is to be told. And the promise is fulfilled. The introductory chapter, with its elaborate
allegory of “Christian” and “Africa,” is not altogether happy. But there is no lack of interest and
incident when once the author gets to work. The camp and the caravan, the wild life of the
country, the natives, the work of the mission, are brought before us in a succession of vivid
pictures which make it difficult to lay down the book till it is finished. As to the spirit of the
writer, the closing words are characteristic: “Sometimes when the native throngs have pressed
about me all day, and mind and body are weary with the struggle, the crowds would dissolve
before my eyes, the many become One, and a voice of infinite sadness and longing would seem
to say, as it said over 1,900 years ago, ‘I was naked and ye clothed me not.’” We fancy many of
our missionaries know that voice.

October
Pg 233 – “Notes and Comments”
During the past month we have been called to mourn the loss of three devoted
missionaries… A week late a cablegram was received from Central Africa, announcing the death
of Mrs. Nutter, wife of the Rev. H. Cecil Nutter, and the Rev. James Lawson, on August 27th and
28th respectively. At present we only know that both these workers, who went out together in the
spring of last year, died at Mberezi, in the Awemba country, where the District Committee was
meeting at the time. Mr. Lawson was a Manchester man, trained at Nottingham, full of the real
missionary spirit, and endowed with a strong and wiry frame, which seemed to promise a long
life of service, even in so unhealthy a field. But God has called him elsewhere, and we can only
bow our heads before the Wisdom which is also Love. For Mrs. Lawson, married only some
three months, the deepest sympathy will be felt. – Mrs. Nutter (née Shorter) was a bright and
earnest Christian, devoted to her husband and his work. Though she had been out so short a time,
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she had made her influence felt in the lonely mission station, and many will mourn with her
husband in his sad bereavement.

Pg 249 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
On June 14th, Mr. Draper had the privilege of holding the first Christian service which
has ever been held in the town of Abercorn, the Government station nine miles from Kawimbe.
There was an attendance of nearly 500 natives, who listened most attentively. It is hoped to hold
a service there every Sunday in future.

Pg 254 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
The cloud of sorrow is over our Society once more. We mourn the death of Mrs.
Brockway, of Calcutta, of the Rev. James Lawson, and of Mrs. Nutter, of Central Africa. All
three were devoted missionaries, and their removal is a great loss to the work. I am sure
“Watchers” everywhere will specially remember in their prayers Mr. Brockway and his three
children, Mr. Nutter, Mrs. Lawson, and the other bereaved friends.

Pg 255 – “The Board Room”
The autumn meetings of the Board have a special interest attaching to them by reason of
the parties of outgoing missionaries generally present at this season…
The announcement of the death of Mrs. Brockway and of the Rev. Jas. Lawson and Mrs.
Nutter, in Central Africa, saddened the hearts of all, and much sympathy was felt for the
bereaved friends, both at home and in the distant mission field.
The report of the Examination Committee called attention to the serious dearth of
candidates. It was urged that steps should be taken to make this need known in the hope of
securing offers of service.

Pg 256 – “Announcements”
Deaths
Nutter – On August 27th, at Mberezi, N.E. Rhodesia, Frances (Minnie), wife of the Rev.
C.H. Nutter, and daughter of Th?s. Shorter, Esq., of Buckhurst Hill and Reigate, aged 30. (By
cable)
Lawson – On August 28th, at Mberezi, N.E. Rhodesia, the Rev. James Lawson, in his 30th
year. (By cable)

November
Pg 274 – “In Memory of James Lawson, of Central Africa”
At the Congregational College, Nottingham, on September 29th, a service was held in
memory of Mr. Lawson, who was a student at the College. The sad news had caused great
sorrow among the students, for Mr. Lawson was dearly beloved by all who knew him. The
unbounded enthusiasm which he had for the missionary cause still lives in the hearts of many.
His manly piety, his tenderness, and beauty of character will ever be remembered.
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Three fellow-students – two of
whom are accepted by the L.M.S. for
missionary work – spoke of their friend as
they knew him in the old days, of the
influence which he had exerted upon their
lives, and of their deep desire to follow the
path he trod.
Professor Sanders paid a high
tribute to the memory of his old student,
saying that Mr. Lawson was the type of
man we desired to see multiplied, and that
during his stay as Nottingham he had
learnt to love him and to appreciate his
sterling qualities.
The Principal (Rev. J.A. Mitchell, B.A.), in a few touching words, spoke of the
tenderness of Mr. Lawson’s nature, and the brotherly interest which he ever manifested towards
his fellow-students. He recalled Mr. Lawson’s determination of character, how when in his
company one could not fail to realize that the missionary spirit was the predominant feature in
his life, and that his heart yearned to impart to others his own enthusiasm.

December
Pg 283 – “Present-Day Papers on Foreign Missions”
VIII. – Islam in Africa
By the Rev. Principal Whitehouse, D.D., Cheshunt College
The story of the rise and growth of Islam will always be read with feelings of sadness and
a sense of missed opportunity of every true follower of the Nazarene. The Koran in many of its
chapters bears witness to the deep influence of early Christianity over the mind of the prophet.
Wellhausen argues that the Hanifs, or pious “Heretics,” whom Mohammed met in his journeys,
and who produced a considerable impression upon him, were none other than the Nestorian
ascetics who frequented Northern Arabia. In all probability the whole of that Northern peninsula
would have been won to Christianity if Islam, with its stern monotheism and many reflected
traits of Judaism and Christianity, had not arisen and interposed a barrier which subsequent
centuries have not broken down.
China affords another example of the supplanting of the Cross by the Crescent. Nestorian
Christianity existed in China before the advent of the first followers of the Prophet. The latter
made their appearance about six years after the Hegira, i.e. A.D. 628. Since that date, while early
Christianity has declined in China, Islam has spread, and at the present time its adherents are
computed at not less than 20,000,000. The Russian writer, Professor Vasilieff, reckoned that so
long ago as 1867 the number of Moslems in Peking alone did not fall short of 100,000. It must
be remembered, however, that the success of Islam in China is due to “accommodation.” The
Islam of China would be obnoxious to Islam elsewhere, since it is a religion of compromise. It
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even conforms to Pagan practice and state-ceremony. A large number of Chinese Moslems are
opium-smokers and gamblers, contrary to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Prophet’s teaching.
Notwithstanding this degeneracy, however, Islam in China is a power to be reckoned with.
But it is in Africa that the present danger to Christian progress is greatest. Here, again the
Mohammedan propaganda has been driven like a wedge between Christ and Northern as well as
Central Africa – though, as we all know, in Northern Africa, as in Syria and Northern Arabia,
Christianity was first in the field.
Within the last hundred years of the power of Islam in Africa has been vastly augmented,
mainly through a Dervish movement led in 1840 by Sheykh Sanusi. It may be here remarked that
it is through the Dervish orders that the vitality of Islam is chiefly maintained and recruited. The
strongest opponents of the Dervishes are the ‘Ulama, or official clergy. From the latter
Christianity has little to fear. It is the Dervish, with his strict orthodoxy and whole-hearted
devotion to the laws and practices of the early Khalifate, his utter scorn of compromise and
complete obedience to his sheykh or spiritual elder, that is the most powerful menace to
Christianity in Africa.
M. Chatelier, in his work, Islam in the Nineteenth Century, remarks that the religious
orders of Dervishes have greatly multiplied during the last century, and “constitute a grave
danger to the civilized world.” The reasons for this are not far to seek. On every side the
Mohammedan sees the political power of Islam receding before the Christian powers. Algiers
has been lost to France. Morocco is endangered. India and now Egypt are under the rule of
England. Turkey has been dismembered. Russia has absorbed the Central Asian Khanates and
threatens Persia. All these facts are so many irritants to Moslem fanaticism, and stimulate fresh
religious movements.
Sheykh Ali ibn es-Sanusi was born in Algiers in 1791.* After studying Mohammedan
law and theology for seven years, and going on a pilgrimage to Mecca, he became ultimately, in
1843, the leaders of a new order. The success of this movement was startling and rapid. Sanusi
professed that he had revelations from the prophet Mohammed. Monasteries for his disciples
were founded in Arabia, Egypt, the Sudan, Tunis, and Algiers – indeed, as far as Senegambia.
The order boats adherents to the number of eight millions. Not improbably the actual number is
not far short of five millions. It is not merely a movement to reform what is lax in Islam – it is
also a proselytizing effort, and seeks to convert the heathen populations. It aims to stir up
Mohammedans to greater strictness. The young adherent must entirely renounce the world and
yield absolute obedience to the Sheykh as his spiritual and temporal leader. Luxury in dress, silk
embroidery, and gold or silver ornaments are forbidden. Even coffee and tobacco are prohibited.
All intercourse with Jews or Christians is discountenanced. No business is to be transacted with
them. Not even should they be saluted.
*This interesting history is related by Canon S?ll in his learned essay on the Religious
Orders of Islam
Exclusiveness is the characteristic of this vast movement of Sanusi. Canon Sell quotes
from a pastoral letter written by the head of a monastery in 1869 to the followers of the prophet
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in his neighborhood: “Leave those who say ‘God wills that you should be as you are.’… God’s
sole object is Himself, the one who begets not and is not begotten. O brothers, do not neglect us
or the Sheykh. Is not the earth vast? Change your residence… It is written: ‘Whoever leaveth his
country for the cause of God will find many under like compulsion and abundant resources’”
(compare the Koran, Sur. iv., 101).
Formerly (viz. in 1855) Sheykh Sanusi made Jaghbub, an oasis in the Libyan desert, the
stronghold and center of his propaganda, and there he died in 1859; but about nine years ago
(1894) his successor moved his center several hundred miles further south to the great oasis of
Kufra, lying the midst of an inhospitable desert to the north-west of Lake Chad.
“From this inaccessible fortress,” says Silva White, “the Sheykh governs Sanusi-land.
Swift messengers carry his orders to all parts of North Africa, and he is constantly informed by
his agents of all that transpires in the outer world, receiving books, pamphlets, and newspapers…
His miliary and political organization is complete.”
We have here in reality a vast Pan-Islamic movement founded on the conception of a
world-wide Divine Theocracy. “All the world for Mohammed” is its motto, just as “All the
world for Christ” is ours. But its methods are uncompromising. It bids defiance not only to the
European Christian, but to the Turkish or Egyptian conventional Moslem who submits to the
political supremacy of the Christian Powers. The true follower of Sanusi is a veritable
Ishamaelite, jealous of rivalry and suspicious of all alliances. The year 1885 furnished a notable
instance. It was a year big with fate for England’s power in the Sudan. Lord Wolseley had failed
to save Gordon and arrest the capture of Khartum. Six envoys were sent by the Mahdi in the
Sudan to the Sheykh in Jaghbub with the following letter: “I have defeated the English and the
Egyptian troops. I shall continue the war until Egypt falls into the hands of the true believers.
Thou art all powerful in the West. Join me in a holy war.”
To this, after a brief interval, the Sheykh of the Sanusi order replied: “Tell your master
that we will have nothing to do with him. His way is not good. I send no letter in reply.”
This incident illustrates the exclusive spirit of the movement. Its volcanic forces of
fanaticism are neutralized by a lack of power to combine diverse elements within itself against a
common foe. The Sheykhs of the various orders in their several strivings for surpremesy quarrel
among themselves. As a French writer has observed, “L’anarchie est le mal endemique de
l’Islam.”
Yet it would be perilous for the Christian Powers to count upon this anarchic paralysis. It
would immediately be cursed by the presence of a leader of commanding personality. Professor
Macdonald, of the Hartford Theological Seminary, in his recent work (1903), Muslim Theology
and Jurisprudence, says: “There has sprung up in Islam in tremendous ramifications an
imperium in imperio. All the brethren in all the degrees reverence and pay blind obedience to the
Head in his inaccessible oasis in the African desert. There he works towards the end, and there
can be little doubt what that end will be. Sooner or later Europe – in the first instance England in
Egypt and France in Algeria – will have to face the bursting of this storm. For this Mahdi is
different from him of Khartum and the Southern Sudan in that he knows how to rule and wait.
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For years he has gathered arms and munitions and trained men for the great Jihad. When his
plans are ready and his time is come a new chapter will be opened in the history of Islam, a
chapter which will cast into forgetfulness even the recent volcanic outburst in China.”
In similar strain an instructive writer in the Spectator more than three years ago said:
“The present necessity is that 500 miles south of the Mediterranean a mighty cloud is gathering
which may any day burst over North Africa.” This writer also says that in case of overwhelming
defeat by France the direction of least resistance would be southwards – i.e. towards the Congo
and Central Africa.
This at once brings the movement face to face with our own missionary efforts.
Doubtless as the Spectator suggests, the fear of England is on all the tribes of Central Africa; yet
the Christian missionary relies on a surer foundation than the material power of England, which
may at any time be weakened by foreign complications. He prefers to trust in the spiritual power
of the Cross alone to quell the fierce religious fanaticism of the Dervish, which depends not on
spiritual weapons but on the terrors of the sword.
It is the duty of missionary statesmanship to take due note of the formidable possibilities
of a re-awakened Islam in Africa. Prudence suggests that, long before the storm bursts, our
Central African missions should be strengthened and developed as far as possible and established
as Christian frontier fortresses of sufficient endurance to resist the oncoming tide. During the
terrible ordeal of the Boxer movement in China our Christian converts stood firm, and by their
heroic endurance testified to the splendid quality and solid character of the labors of bygone
generations of Christian workers. The story of Madagascar is the same. So may it be in Central
Africa! Let us work earnestly to evangelize Central Africa and build a solid rampart that shall
resist the storm whenever it comes.
One practical suggestion I would venture to make. We have in the ranks of our workers
very few, if any, who are specially qualified by training in Arabic to deal with Moslems. The
training of a few of our missionaries in Arabic to deal with some of the 50,000,000 of Indian
Mohammedans would surely be a wise step. We do not know how soon their services might be
specially required in Central Africa. An enlightened and generous layman who would found a
scholarship to enable a missionary student, by prolonging his study for two or three years at
Oxford, Edinburgh, or London, to familiarize himself with the Koran in the original before
entering upon service in North India or Central Africa, would confer a lasting service on the
cause of Foreign Missions.
Lastly, let us meet the Moslem with his own most potent weapon – self-denying, ardent
enthusiasm. Some of that heroic self-abandonment that drove the dervishes at Omdurman to face
Kitchener’s shrapnel and maxims – better still, the devotion inspired by clearer vision and higher
purpose of our own Ringeltaube, Williams, and Chalmers, of Van der Kemp, Moffat, and Philip
– will victoriously plant the Cross upon the battle-fields of Central Africa. And then let us hope
that even throughout Egypt and Northern Africa the sun of the Gospel of Christ will once more
arise with healing in its wings, and the ‘moon of Mohammed’ will set.
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Pg 297 – “A Tragic Week”
The Death of Mr. Lawson and Mrs. Nutter in Central Africa
Writing from Mbereshi, in the Awemba country, on August 29th, the Rev. Harry Johnson
says: “It is with a very heavy heart that I send you news of the saddest week in the history of our
Central African Mission. Long before you receive this you will have had the sad tidings in brief,
for I am sending off a cablegram today.
“We are all gathered here for our annual committee meetings. Mr. and Mrs. Lawson
arrived, in company with Dr. Wareham, on Tuesday, the 18th inst., the remainder of the
Tanganyika party coming in two days later.
“When we all assembled on the Thursday evening we were a very happy company, for
everyone was apparently in good health and spirits. On Friday we heard that Mrs. Nutter was not
well, and on Saturday that she was very ill. On Sunday we had three services, and Mr. Lawson
seemed full of energy, presiding at the harmonium and leading the singing. But in the early hours
of Monday he developed symptoms of hematuric fever. Instead, therefore, of beginning our
business on Monday, we were anxiously doing what we could for our two friends.
“In both cases, notwithstanding the constant attention of Dr. Wareham and Dr. Lewis, the
patients sank rapidly, and at 1:30 in the early hours of yesterday (Thursday) Mrs. Nutter passed
quietly away. At 3:30 this morning Mr. Lawson also ceased to breathe. Thus within twenty-four
hours we have stood beside two open graves.
“By a later mail some of us will send particulars of our friends’ last hours. At present we
are all stunned, and hardly able to realize the truth.”

Pg 303 – “The Board Room”
On November 10th (the Rev. R.B. Brindley presiding) there were 76 Directors present at
the Board meeting…
Dr. Wilfrid McFarlane, of Edinburgh, was appointed to the Central African Mission, in
the place of Dr. Morris, who recently resigned his position there.

1904
February
Pg 51 – “The Board Room”
There was a large attendance of Directors on January 12th (102 present), when the Rev.
R.B. Brindley presided…
On the recommendation of the Southern Committee, the term of service before furlough
in the case of missionaries in Central Africa was reduced from five to four years. Mr. Bernard
Turner was appointed to Kambole, and the Rev. E.H. Clark to Niamkolo (vice the late Rev. J.
Lawson).
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Pg 52 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Mrs. James Lawson, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, widow of the late Rev.
James Lawson, on December 26th.

March
Pg 80 – “Books on Missionary Topics”
Dawn in the Dark Continent. By James Stewart, D.D., M.D. Oliphant, Anderson, &
Ferrier. Price 6s. net.
It would have been impossible to find anyone better qualified than Dr. Stewart, of
Lovedale, to write the standard history of missionary work in Africa. As head of the most famous
Training Institution in South Africa, he ahs had exceptional opportunities for coming into contact
with the work of many different societies and gaining large views of the field as a whole, whilst
his own enthusiasm gives life and color even to the barest statements of history or figures.
The book is so full of interest that we cannot begin to quote or refer to special points,
except concerning our own work. Of the services of the L.M.S. to Africa Dr. Stewart writes in
glowing terms: “It is a noble and heroic Society… Scarcely any society can point to a wider,
grander, or more varied record of work, or to a roll of more remarkable men as missionaries.” He
warmly defends the Society against Warneck’s dictum, that its work has been “romantic and
agitated”; better epithets would be “adventurous and energetic.” Special reference is made to the
efforts of men like Philip and John Mackenzie on behalf of just government and fair treatment
for the natives. “This aim lifted the action both of individual missionaries and of the Society to a
high moral level.”
Dr. Stewart speaks of the “indomitable perseverance” with which the Society has
occupied Matabeleland, and of the “long tragedy and crushing disappointments” of the work in
Central Africa. Of Madagascar he speaks only in a single paragraph.
The work of all the chief societies laboring in Africa is dealt with in some detail, and the
two opening chapters (“Past and Present” and “The Struggle for the Continent”) furnish many
valuable facts and figures on the geographical and political history of Africa. The concluding
chapters are devoted to the general question of missionary work, and though interesting enough
in themselves, seem somewhat out of place here.
A number of excellent maps and an Appendix of Missionary Statistics add considerably
to the value of the book, which must remain for many years the standard work on the important
subject with which it deals.

Pg 80 – “Announcements”
Marriages
Roberston – Moorhouse – On January 16th, at St. George’s Road Congregational Church,
Bolton, W. Govan Robertson, of the London Missionary Society, Lake Tanganyika, son of the
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late Rev. D.D. Robertson, of Oban, to Edith, youngest daughter of J.W. Moorhouse, Esq., of
Flanshaw Hall, Wakefield.

April
Pg 95 – “The Month’s Mail”
Africa
A Bond between Indian and Africa
The unity of the mission field is illustrated by the receipt of a letter from the Rev. R.J.
Ward (who is again serving the Society by taking temporary charge of his old church at
Davidson Street, Madras), enclosing a letter written to himself by Dr. E. Wimbolt Lewis, of our
Awemba Mission. Dr. Lewis, who, it will be remembered, was a member of Davidson Street
Church before going out to the mission field, speaks of the comfort of knowing that his old
friends are still praying for him, and goes on say: “There are myriads of people around us who
are still in ignorance of their heritage in Christ. We are longing and praying that workers may be
speedily sent out to reach these people; but so far the response has been but feeble. Two new
missionaries came up this year, and we had hoped to open a new station; but God mysteriously
intervened and made a gap in our ranks. The filling of this gap has compelled us to abandon the
idea of another station until fresh reinforcements arrive.”

Pg 96 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
Mr. Johnson, in a recent letter, says that 1903 has been a good year (apart from the deaths
of Mr. Lawson and Mrs. Nutter), with many encouraging tokens of God’s presence and blessing.
As indicating the needs of the mission, he quotes:
“Give us men!
Men who, when the tempest gathers,
Grasp the standard of their fathers
In the thickest fight;
True to Truth, though lorn and lonely,
Tender as the brave are only –
Give us men, I say again,
Give us men!”

Pg 102 – “The Board Room”
At the meeting on March 15th (the Rev. R.B. Brindley presiding) 78 Directors were
present. Prayer was offered by Mr. Norman Smith, of Oxford.
The Foreign Secretary introduced Dr. Lillie Saville, returning to Peking; Mr. Govan
Robertson, returning to Central Africa; the Rev. J.A. Ross and Dr. and Mrs. Wilfrid McFarlane,
proceeding to Central Africa for the first time; Miss Waitt, on furlough from Benares; and three
friends from the United States, Dr. E.M. Williams, of Chicago, with his wife and daughter, all
active workers in connection with the American Board.
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Each of the missionaries addressed a few words to the Board. Specially interesting were
the addresses of the two recruits for the African Mission; Dr. McFarlane had been led to offer
himself for this work by the persuasion of his old fellow-student, Dr. Morris; whilst Mr. Ross
was going to fill the vacancy caused by the death of his friend, the Rev. Jas. Lawson.

May
Pg 116 – “A Bit of Dark Africa”
The Story of a Short Tour
By Mr. W. Freshwater, of the Awemba Mission
Two days before Christmas I returned from my first itinerating trip of five days among
the villages lying on the edge of the great swamp around Kazembi’s and towards the Luapula
River. On December 19th, with our native evangelist and a number of youths, I set out. We had
scarcely got half a mile from the station, when a real tropical downpour of rain came on, which
soon converted the narrow native path into a running stream. Fortunately, there was no lightning
at first, and so we hastened on to the nearest village. Here I was glad to accept the hospitality of
the headman’s hut and sit by his fire chatting for a long time until the rain ceased.

When the rain was over we gathered the people, who were curious to see us, and had a
short, bright service. We then set out for the next village, and so on until a dozen had been
visited before we made our camp.
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The next morning was Sunday. After an early breakfast and a short service, to which we
invited the people from their gardens, we set out for Kazembi’s. We reached this great collection
of huts between nine and ten o’clock. Here we held three services in different parts of the town,
and at one of these the chief was present.* Having sheltered for a couple of hours more from
another storm, we set out for the villages towards the Luapula.
*News has just come to hand of the death of this great chief. – Ed.
During our journey we visited no less than thirty-four villages, and though we were
wandering about for four days, we were never more than one day’s journey from Mbereshi by
the straight government road from Kazembi’s to Johnston Falls. These villages all lie on the very
edge of a great marsh, which, as far as I can make out at present, must stretch from South Mwero
right on to Johnston Falls. I myself have found the South-West and South of Mwero
unapproachable on account of marsh land, and also the Morfwi Lagoon at the south of Mwero.
The swamp then seems to sweep close round Kazembi’s, enclosing a great sheet of water called
Bemba on to the Luapula, and continuing in varying widths right to the Falls. In only a few
places, where the bank is high, is the river approachable, and in these places several villages are
to be found.
Yet, though the conditions of life seem so unfavorable, numbers of villages are scattered
all over this area. Often we found no other way of getting from one village to another than by
wading through the swamp. One village we did not visit because the water was too deep.
The youths that were with me formed my choir, and as we sang the simply hymn to its
own easy tune of “Jesus loves me” in every village, they soon learned it and we had a good
volume of sound. The singing was greatly enjoyed, and was often the means of enlarging the
gathering.
In one of these villages, at least, it was my great privilege to be the first white man to
preach Jesus Christ to the people. Here, especially, the ignorance and darkness of mind and
degradation are terrible. Although the African has now a seven-day week,* beginning to count
on our Monday, these people have lost all count of days and months. Only when the young men
go to some white man to work for the amount of their yearly hut tax, or from a passer-by, can
they regain the count of days.
*As far as we can tell, the week of seven days has been introduced by the white man. The
young men tell us that their forefathers did not thus count the days, but only the moons. Now,
they have a name for Monday, which signifies the “day on which work begins.” The seventh day
is also named and called the “day of God” (bushiku bwa Mulungu), “Mulungu” being the name
for God. This term, “Mulungu,” is also used for a service, a gathering for the worship of
Mulungu, as this is associated with the day. Hence, Mulungu, or the day of God, occurring
regularly every seventh day, the native has learnt to count by it, and it is now the term he uses for
a “week.”
Yet from these poor ignorant souls we had the best attention to the word preached, and
our hope is that it may be remembered. Much seed, perhaps, has fallen on unsuitable soil, but
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may we not believe that some has fallen on good ground, which will grow up and bear fruit? It
would be good if we could take this district systematically under our charge, for if the people are
to believe a message intelligently, they must know it; and to know the message, they must hear it
often.

Pg 118 – “For Central Africa”
Dr. Wilfrid McFarlane, son of the late
John McFarlane, Esq., of Edinburgh, was born
in that city and educated at George Watson’s
College. For a short time after leaving school
he was in business but left this to enter the
Edinburgh University as a student of
medicine. Here in due course he took the
degree of M.B., Ch. B. For many years,
although there was no definite idea of going
abroad as a missionary there was a latent
feeling in favor of mission work in Dr.
McFarlane’s mind, and this was fostered by
the strong missionary spirit of the members
and successive ministers of Morningside
Congregational Church, with which he was
actively associated both in home and foreign
mission work. Dr. McFarlane sailed on April
th
16 to take up work in connection with the Central African Misison.
Mrs. McFarlane, who accompanies her husband, is also a native of Edinburgh and an
enthusiastic missionary.
The Rev. James A. Ross was born at
Nelson (Lanos), where for some years he was
employed in a cotton mill. Although brought
up in the Established Church and an active
worker in connection with it, he felt impelled,
after careful study of church principles, to join
the Congregational body. For four years Mr.
Ross was secretary of the local Christian
Endeavor Union, and took an active part in
many forms of service among the young. It is
to the C.E. movement that he ascribed his
enthusiasm for missionary work. The sense of
a personal call to this work led him to enter
the Nottingham Institute, where he has spent
four happy years. During part of this time Mr.
Ross attended classes in medical and
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industrial subjects at the University College; he has also had what he describes as “an invaluable
course” of three months’ training at Livingstone College.
The death of an old college friend, the Rev. James Lawson, of our Central African
Mission, last year, led Mr. Ross to make a definite offer to fill the vacant post, and it is to this
work that he is now going out.

Pg 125 – “Among the Churches”
Ipswich – A most interesting gathering was held at Tacket Street Church last month,
about fifty young people bringing in their missionary-boxes and being welcomed by the local
treasurer, secretary, and a few other friends. While the contents of the boxes were being counted
tea was served. Mrs. John May exhibited a number of articles she had brought from the missionfield, and explained their uses, and gave a very interesting address. Thirty-five boxes realized
£20 15s. 9d. [~$3000 in 2022] A very interesting box was that of Mrs. May’s tiny daughter, the
youngest worker in the assembly.

Pg 128 – “Announcements”
Ordination
The ordination of Mr. J.A. Ross, as missionary to Central Africa, took place at
Manchester Road, Nelson, on Monday, March 21st. The Rev. W. Robertson, who presided,
referred to the work done by Mr. Ross in Nelson previous to his four years’ course of study at
Nottingham and Livingstone Colleges. The Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson having described the
field of labor, the Rev. L.H. Mills, of Colne, read a letter from Mr. Ross’s fellow-students at
Nottingham, wishing him every blessing and bearing a testimony to his Christian character and
brotherliness. Mr. Ross then recounted the story of his religious life. He paid a loving tribute to
his parents, who had made it easy for him to answer God’s call to the work. The Rev. J.A.
Mitchell, M.A., in giving the charge, said that the description of the field of labor was in itself a
solemn charge. The Rev. E. Gough, B.A., of Barrowford, offered the ordination prayer.

June
Pg 129 – “The Story of the Year”
Being the Society’s
One Hundred and Ninth Report
(slightly abridged)
The Work at Home
The Chronicle is steadily advancing in the estimation of the Churches, and has increased
its monthly issue from 21,000 in 1899 to 27,000 in 1904.
The Mission Circle
In the missionary circle the year has been one of serious loss. Only two who were
actually on the staff were called away. Mrs. Stevens had, since 1891, been in charge of the
nursing arrangements of the Hong Kong hospitals, and in that position, by her thorough
competence in her duty, and by her earnest, patient, and kindly spirit, had commended herself
very strongly to the respect and affection of her colleagues. Mr. James Lawson had only just
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commenced his work as a missionary in Central Africa. Strong in body, intellectually capable,
and ardent in his enthusiasm, he had spent his first year of service with much promise, but had
not long been married when he was stricken down by a malignant form of African fever, and
ended his course. The deaths of five others are also mourned on the Mission field, who, as the
wives of missionaries, had proved themselves in the truest sense helpmeets to their husbands,
and had won the affection of, and gained great influence with, the people among whom they
labored. Mrs. W.G. Brockway, of Calcutta, was the best known of these among the home
Churches, having had many opportunities of telling in her effective and winning way the story of
woman’s work in India. Mrs. Meech, of Peking, Mrs. Wells, of Canton, Mrs. Dignum, of Salem,
though not so well known by the public, are all greatly missed in the spheres in which they had
made their Christian influence felt. Mrs. Nutter had but recently gone to Central Africa. It was in
her heart also be to be a missionary. She had overcome considerable difficulty, and had fitted
herself by special training for usefulness in service, when, after a few brief months of happy
married life, she was suddenly called away.
New Missionaries
Sixteen new missionaries have proceeded
abroad during the year; of these, twelve have gone
to fill vacancies, while the other four are additions
to the staff provided for by special funds. The two
great Eastern Missions absorb twelve of the
sixteen new workers; Central and South Africa get
three, and Madagascar one…

Africa
The Central African Mission has once more
had its cup of sorrow in the deaths, during one
week, of the Rev. James Lawson and Mrs. Nutter.
Apart from this the Mission has had a year of
steady progress, and the prospect of the work in the
Awemba country is exceedingly bright.

Pg 143 – “Our Anniversary Meetings”
A Call to Prayer and Sacrifice
Women’s Work
For the first time in the history of the
Ladies’ Meeting mere men were admitted to this
annual meeting for the consideration of women’s
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work in the mission field. Only a small number availed themselves of the privilege, many
probably having not yet heard of the open door. After an opening hymn, prayer was offered by
Miss Ffrench, of Tutuila.
The President of the meeting, Mrs. Armitage, of Bradford, gave an interesting and
enlightening account of some of the impressions gathered during her visit to India last year. One
of the strongest impressions that the casual traveler brought back from India was a new sense of
the Power of Heathenism…
Mrs. John May, B.A., late of Central Africa, said she though that looking back over the
twelve or thirteen years since permanent work had been carried on in connection with the present
chapter of the history of Central African Mission, they saw wonderful signs of progress.
Intertribal warfare was a thing of the past; slave raiding, at any rate openly, was entirely gone;
some of the barbarous heathen practices of the olden days had been swept away through the
presence of Christian workers and a more settled government. What barriers were there now
which prevented the spread of the Gospel? The superstition of the people enthralled their lives,
even among the Christian converts. A more subtle and difficult thing to deal with was the spread
of a spirit of materialism among the natives along with the advance of civilization. A still greater
barrier was the scarcity of workers, native as well as European.
The conditions of life made it impossible for unmarried ladies to join the mission, and so
very little organized work had been done among the women. Classes for women were held,
however, from one of which had come some of the first female church members. The women
were very tenacious of old customs, and difficult to move. Where polygamy was common it was
difficult to put before them English ideals of happy marriage and home life.
The need of a well-equipped native agency was growing more urgent every year. At
present there were only three or four who could be considered really well-trained native
Christians, who could confidently be put in charge of out-station work. This meant that the
European missionary was constantly overburdened by the effort to do work which ought to be
done by native agents. What she longed for was that the mission should have some means of
training lads to become efficient teachers.
The meeting was followed by the usual tea and conference, at which a large number were
present. Among the subjects discussed were the need of collecting small subscriptions, especially
by means of the “Penny-a-week Guild”; the importance of getting hold of the children of well-todo families by means of Children’s Missionary Bands; and the value of the Society’s magazines
and other literature in spreading information and interest.

Pg 152 – “The Foreign Secretary’s Speech”
The Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson said…
After I had read that from our great leader in Central China, I had a report from far-away
Central Africa, from the shores of Lake Tanganyika, from a young missionary whom God is
blessing, and who has had the privilege of gathering some of those poor, degraded, ignorant
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people into the Church of Christ during the past year. He feels burdened with the claim of the
work which he and his colleagues are doing, and he winds up his letter with the words of Bishop
Bickersteth. “They have been ringing in my ears,” he writes, “and I sincerely trust the Directors
will hear them in the Board Room:
“’Give us men!
Men who, when the tempests gather,
Grasp the standard of their fathers,
In the thickest fight;
True to truth, though lorn and lonely,
Tender as the brave are only;
Give us men, I say again,
Give us men!’”
That is what this great blessing in the field means. We want more men.

Pg 168 – “Announcements”
Departures
Mr. W. Govan Robertson and Mrs. Robertson, returning to Kawimbe, and Dr. W.
McFarlane and Mrs. McFarlane, Rev. J.A. Ross, appointed to Central Africa, and Miss Thom,
proceeding to Awemba, Central Africa, per s.s. Inkosi, on April 21st.

July
Pg 161 – “The Wonderful Story of Uganda”
No one who reads this interesting little book will dispute the appropriateness of its title
(The Wonderful Story of Uganda, by J.D. Mullins, pp. 224, with maps and illustrations, price 1s.
6d. net, C.M.S.). It is indeed a wonderful story which Mr. Mullins has to tell. It has often been
told before, but it cannot be told too often or in too many forms.
“The Uganda Mission,” says the
author in the Preface, “is rightly regarded
as a Christian miracle of modern days. A
nation remotely situated in Central Africa,
which twenty-five years ago had not
received the Gospel, and had not even a
written language, is today the home of
thirty thousand Christians under Christian
chiefs; its language has been reduced to
writing; the whole Bible, translated into
their own tongue, has been for years in the
hands of inhabitants; the people support
their own ministry and even undertake
missions to the countries round; and they
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have enriched the roll of martyrs with many names.”
The recent death of Sir. H.M. Stanley makes this a peculiarly appropriate time for the
issue of such a book, for it was Stanley’s famous appeal in the Daily Telegraph of November
15th, 1875, that led the friends of the C.M.S. to subscribe £24,000 within a few weeks for the
beginning of the mission.
A letter to the Times last month
told of the accomplishment of the journey
from Uganda to London in twenty days.
The first party of missionaries were
fourteen months on the way before they
sent foot in Uganda, the journey from
Zanzibar to the Nyanza occupying more
than six months. Within less than a year
four of the original party had been
removed by death, and the Rev. C.T.
Wilson was left alone in Uganda. But
Mackay was at the coast, “Mackay of
Uganda,” recovering from the fever which
had kept him back, destined for twelve
long years to be the soul and mainstay of the mission.
We cannot attempt to summarize the story. Indeed, this book is itself but a summary,
though a most racy and dramatic one. What could be more eloquent than the following figures? –
“1892 – Baptized Christians, 400; communicants, 120; scholars, 400. 1902 – Baptized
Christians, 35,897; native communicants, 11,145; scholars, 12,861.”
That is a wonderful record for ten years. There are but few chapters in the history of
missions that can be compared with it. We hope many will take the opportunity which Mr.
Mullins has afforded of reading for themselves the story of how so wonderful an awakening has
been brought about.
We must not omit to say that there is given as an appendix the autobiography of one of
the native teachers, Ham Mukasa by name, which is certainly not the least interesting portion of
the book.

Pg 189 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
“We have a catechumens’ roll which now numbers nearly twenty,” writes Mr. Nutter.
“These have all asked of their own accord to follow Jesus Christ. We have also a Friday evening
meeting with a regular attendance of about fifty. These people come consistently, and many have
shown signs of improved life; and such we regard as adherents. Our Sunday services at Mbereshi
have been carefully counted lately, and the attendance is, upon an average, 200.”
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Letters received as we go to press report a marked spiritual awakening at all our stations
in Central Africa.

August
Pg 193 – “Notes and Comments”
We are glad to give our readers, this week, some further news concerning the awakening
of spiritual life in the Central African Mission. Numerically, the results of the movement are not
large as yet; in most of the mission fields they would be hardly noteworthy, but when we
remember the long years of apparently barren labor which have been expended on the work of
the Tanganyika Mission, we can understand something of the joy and inspiration which the
missionaries have found in these gracious tokens of God’s favor and blessing. Let us pray that
this movement may prove to be, indeed, a movement of the Spirit of God, and that the power and
extent of its influence may increase daily.
From another part of Central Africa comes the news of what seems an irreparable loss to
the missionary cause, the death of the venerable French missionary, François Coillard. Born in
1834, M. Coillard first went out to Basutoland in 1857, so that he had at the time of his death
nearly completed fifty years of valiant and fruitful service for the redemption of Africa. He has
been called the greatest of modern French missionaries. Certainly, no name was better known in
this country, where his fascinating book, On the Threshold of Central Africa, has found many
readers. We hope in a later issue to say something about the wonderful story of Mr. Coillard’s
work among the Barotsi, which has been truly called a chapter in the modern Acts of the
Apostles. Our sympathy goes out to the Paris Missionary Society, to whom the loss of so
distinguished a worker will be a severe blow.

Pg 197 – “Joining Hands to Spread the Gospel”
The Story of a Contribution from Central Africa
By the Rev. Harry Johnson, of Kambole
Our missionary friends at home will rejoice with us who are in the field at the evidence of
an advance in knowledge of duty and Christian privilege, as manifested during this past week by
our church members at Kambole. Whilst our church members were all assembled last Sunday
(February 7th) at the close of our monthly communion service, there were several small matters
of business to talk over with them. Amongst other things I had to remind them that I had the sum
of seventeen shillings in hand, which had been contributed to the collections at several
communion services, and to ask them in what department of work, or in what way, they desired
this money to be expended.
To assist them in their deliberations I pointed out five or six different local works for
which it could be set apart, and I also gave, as one of several outside (i.e. not local) funds they
could help, the general funds of the Society. After indicating these different needy departments, I
sat apart and asked them to talk the matter over amongst themselves, and tell me their own
desire.
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In a few minutes, Kalulu, the senior church member, informed me they had come to a
decision unanimously. He said they would like the sum in hand on this particular occasion to be
sent home to the general funds of the Society, so that the church members of Kambole can feel in
the future they are helpers with the Christians of England in sending the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to other dark parts of the earth.
This decision has given me very great pleasure, for it shows that, though they may have
weaknesses as babes in Christ, our young Christians of Kambole have the missionary spirit
increasing amongst them. It is well to remember that the income of many of our native Christians
is only an average of one shilling per week, in order that we may realize that the sum contributed
is relatively a much greater subscription, judged according to income, than it appears as a mere
matter of cash. It will probably interest you to know, though you would guess the fact without
being told, that the contributions at our collections were often made in the form of fowls eggs,
native bracelets, or small articles of barter.

Pg 204 – “Another Testimony”
A British Commissioner on the Work of Missions
Sir Charles Eliot’s Report on the Protectorate of British Central Africa contains much
interesting reading. Some of the Commissioner’s remarks are worth noting by friends of
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missions. Speaking of religion and education, he enumerates the different societies at work in the
Protectorate, and expresses the hope that they will supplement spiritual instruction by teaching
and encouraging the natives to engage in agriculture and various handicrafts, and that in studying
the native languages they will emulate the labors of Steere and Taylor in the past. With regard to
the work of missions in general he remarks: “I am happy to be able to repeat and emphasize the
tribute which I paid to the missionary societies established in the Protectorate when I wrote my
report of 1901. Not only has there been no friction between the Government and these various
bodies, but I gladly acknowledge the advantages which we have reaped from their efforts to
spread civilization among the natives.”
The Commissioner’s general conclusions are given as follows: “Whenever the subject of
our East African possessions is discussed in England, there arises a natural inquiry whether it is
worth while to incur so great an annual expenditure with so little immediate return. What has
really been accomplished in East Africa? What solid hope does it afford of commercial and
financial progress?
“Firstly, modern East Africa is the greatest philanthropic achievement of the later
nineteenth century. Perhaps philanthropy and politics ought to be kept separate; perhaps political
philanthropy is never quite disinterested; but when a Government can point to the triumphant
accomplishment of the great work of humanity, there is no reason why it should not receive due
recognition. It is only a few years ago since East Africa was nothing but a human huntingground, where the hunters did not even take ordinary precautions for preserving the game. On
the coast the Arab chiefs required two children out of every three from the neighboring tribes as
slaves; Arab caravans ravaged the interior and carried off the population of whole villages, of
whom a terribly small proportion reached the coast alive as slaves for exportation. The native
tribes warred with one another in order to get slaves to sell to the Arabs; and this picture of
slavery and bloodshed was chiefly diversified by interludes of terrible famine.
“How great is the difference now! A rumor that a single child had been kidnapped sends
men-of-war cruising all along the coast, and the Government are much concerned at isolated
murders. Famine we have still to fear, but private charity has provided a fund to meet the next
outbreak, and the facility with which provisions can be transported will probably prevent future
droughts from occasioning the mortality which prevailed in the past.
“I do not say that the natives admire our good deeds as much as we admire them
ourselves; the idea of agitating against slavery would never have occurred to their minds; and, no
doubt, the pleasures of freedom are somewhat marred for the African by the fact that he cannot
hold slaves. But there can be no doubt of the immense progress made in rendering the
civilization of the African at least possible; and it is a progress which need occasion no regrets,
for we are not destroying any old or interesting system, but simply introducing order into blank,
uninteresting, brutal barbarism.”

Pg 211 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa
Showers of Blessing
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“We have long been waiting anxiously and eagerly for signs of new life in our midst,”
says the Rev. Stewart Wright, of Kawimbe (April 6th). “However, the Spirit of God had been
working unawares, and His work was made manifest a month ago. Towards the end of the year
the Sabbath services and prayer-meetings became much better attended. On the initiative of the
people themselves prayer-meetings were held in their huts, and a desire on the part of several to
follow Christ became manifest. This good work, after having gone on some time, culminated in
nine men being received into the church, and others were kept back for further trial. The day
these men stood up and declared their faith in Christ was the gladdest day of my life in Central
Africa. My heart simply overflowed in thankfulness to God, and I felt amply compensated for all
the trials and dark days of the past. I realized, indeed, afresh that God is the hearer and answerer
of prayer.
“Our brethren who in bygone days laid down their lives in seeking to win these people to
Christ must surely have been the gladdest of the glad throng of angels that praised God in heaven
for these souls saved. It has naturally brightened us up wonderfully, and now that the glory of
God has, in a slight measure, been revealed, we pray and trust it will grow brighter and brighter,
and the time not be far distant when all these people shall see it together.”
Equally encouraging accounts of spiritual quickening were received by the same mail
from Niamkolo, and from the Awemba country. A letter from Kambole will be found on p. 197.

September
Pg 233 – “The Month’s Mail”
Africa
Encouragement
“This is Sunday night,” writes Mr. Freshwater from Mbereshi (May 15th). “At sunset my
servant lad came in to tell me that he desired to go and rest, as he and three lads from the
villages, where they had been speaking the ‘words of God.’ They went entirely on their own
account and quite unknown to me. Moreover, not one of them as yet has made any public
profession of Christianity, nor even expressed to anyone the desire to follow the Lord Jesus
Christ, as some others have done. Yet, prompted by their own hearts, they have been to the
village home of two of the lads, to bear their testimony and carry the Gospel of Jesus. One of
them told some New Testament stories and did not omit to apply the truth. Another rehearsed
what he had heard at the morning service. They also sang a hymn and had an attentive audience.
Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice.” Four more inquirers have come forward, and the
class now numbers nineteen, of whom five are women.

Pg 234 – “Post-Scripts”
Africa
A recent issue of Life and Work (Church of Scotland) contained an interesting
photograph of Mwita, the last survivor of the six Makololo headmen who accompanied
Livingstone to Nyasaland in 1859. He was one of those who were left by the great traveler to
guard the highway to the Central Africa lakes, and who were made by him to sear on the Bible
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never to put the slave yoke on the neck of man, woman, or child. When, in 1889, the British
Consul came with the British flag in his hand, these six were the first to receive it. “We have
only held the country for the English,” they said. And thus it comes to pass that Livingstone’s six
faithful Makololo – and among them old, blind Mwita – must be counted among our Empire
makers.

Pg 240 – Handbook to the Language of the Bemba People
An Introductory Handbook to the Language of the Bemba People (Awemba), by W.
Govan Robertson, is a volume of some 570 pages, of which 100 are occupied with the Grammar
and the remainder with the Vocabulary of the Bemba language. By way of introduction an
interesting Historical Note deals with the history of the people and the beginnings of missionary
work in their midst. We notice that the district occupied by the Awemba is about 18,000 square
miles in extent, and that the L.M.S. is responsible for the whole of this area with the exception of
2,000 square miles. We regret that we have not been able to discover a reviewer competent to
criticize Mr. Robertson’s work. We can only say that the author seems to have gone on scientific
lines and to have exercised the greatest possible care. The book ought to be extremely valuable
to all future missionaries or other residents in the Awemba country.

October
Pg 255 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa
More Good News
“We are having continual encouragement,” writes the Rev. H.C. Nutter, of the Awemba
Mission (June 4th). “Only last week we had two more applications to ‘follow Jesus,’ one from a
man who at first was anything but a help to us. The desire for education is so keen that we have
been compelled to re-arrange our school work on more advanced lines. Best of all is the quite
spontaneous action of our best lads in going to their own villages on Saturdays and Sundays to
hold services.”

Pg 258 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
Mr. Draper is now on his way home for furlough, and is expected in England about the
end of October. He has been greatly encouraged by many signs of progress during recent
months.
Mr. Johnson is also on his way to England for furlough. The outgoing party (Mr. and
Mrs. Govan Robertson, Dr. and Mrs. Wilfrid McFarlane, and Mr. Ross) were at Blantyre on June
26th, and had had a prosperous journey thus far.
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November
Pg 278 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
The second General Missionary Conference of Societies working in East Central Africa
was to meet at Blantyre from October 15th to 24th. The L.M.S. was to have been represented by
the Rev. Harry Johnson, who was unfortunately prevented from being present by the exigencies
of our own work.

Pg 286 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
During last month I have had the pleasure of meeting most of the Leeds W.B. Secretaries.
Mrs. John May, of Central Africa, was also with us, and we had a very happy time together. In
Sheffield we had a helpful conference for secretaries. About thirty were able to attend, and a
large number of others sent greetings as their response to the roll-call. Very suggestive and heartsearching addresses were given by Miss Gaunt, of Ilkley and by Rev. A.H. Sayres, of Sheffield
(late of Leeds). I wish we could arrange for more of these quiet little conferences in other
counties.

Pg 288 – “Announcements”
Marriage
Clark – Thom – At Abercorn Registry, on July 23rd, and afterwards at Kawimbe Church,
the Rev. Ernest Howard Clark, of the Central African Mission, to Harriett Emily Thom, of
Southwald

December
Pg 297 – “A Triumph for the Gospel”
By the Rev. Harry Johnson
“Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods?” – Jer. ii. 11.
The religion of the Alungu people of South Tanganyika is a fetish religion having as its
chief prop a strong element of ancestor veneration or worship. In some way or other these poor
benighted people have for ages associated the cruel and malignant spirits, of whom they live in
fear, with the spirits of their departed chiefs, or of deceased persons who were of some
importance to the tribe. Ancestor veneration or worship is made manifest daily in many ways,
but is brought out most clearly in times of special tribal distress, such as famine, pestilence, or
war, and on certain annual high-days. On these occasions national sacrifices or offerings are
given by the people and are invariably offered at the burying-place of a former chief whose
memory is greatly venerated, and whose disembodied spirit has become a divinity (a lesser god)
in the beliefs of the people.
The Alungu living around Kambole give an annual offering or sacrifice at a place about
seven miles distant from the mission station, at the burying-place of a former important chief
named Kitimbwa, and the offering is always spoken of as an offering to the spirit of Kitimbwa.
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During the nine years missionaries have resided at Kambole they have each year seen the
masses of the people go out from the village, join an irregular procession, and travel to the grave
of this former chief to give an offering in order to propitiate his spirit.

The successor of Kitimbwa has annually to give a sheep, and this is dragged or driven by
one of the leading men to the vicinity of Kitimbwa’s burying-place. Near the grave the sheep is
slaughtered with great ceremony, and its blood is poured out upon the ground. The flesh of the
slain sheep does not seem to be necessary to the spirit, for the blood having been the life or
essence of the sheep, the flesh of the offering is consumed by the adult males present at the
ceremony. They do not make a meal or feast of the flesh of the sacrifice; they each take just a
small morsel and eat it was a witness or declaration that they are the venerators or worshippers of
the spirit of the great Kitimbwa.
Some years ago, when I asked the old natives why they did these things, they invariably
said they went to Kitimbwa’s grave to pray to his spirit and to ask for his aid, and that unless
they observed this custom according to the ways of their fathers untold disasters would
overwhelm them. They never asked this spirit for help to live a good and virtuous life. Their
whole prayer or ceremony is to seek aid against a foe, safety in times of danger, plenty of food,
health, prosperity, etc.
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Year after year I have remonstrated with the Kambole villagers concerning this custom,
but without avail, for the mass of the people seemed firmly held by their superstitious beliefs.
Their traditions with regard to these ancestor-offerings go back into the remote past; and the
habit of observing the ceremony has grown up with them from childhood. You can imagine what
an uphill task it appeared to break down this superstition.
Fellow-workers at home will rejoice with me when I tell them I have now been permitted
to witness the triumph of the Gospel over this superstition. During the past year the Kambole
people took no part in the Kitimbwa celebration, but stayed quietly in the village. When I
questioned some of the middle-aged men as to why they had allowed this old, and to them
important, custom to pass by unobserved, they replied: Because we have learnt from you
missionaries that in times of sickness or trouble the spirit of Kitimbwa cannot help us, but that
God the great Spirit can and will.
This evidence that God is at work bringing about a great change in a whole community, is
a triumph for the Gospel. It is a great victory, in that it will give us a vantage ground in all our
future work at Kambole. We are encouraged, for this incident not only shows that the native
superstitions are losing their hold, and in some cases becoming of little practical power; it proves
that in the place of the old Pagan idea, a new idea of trust in God is growing up even amongst
the adults and the aged.
Further, this is not a solitary example of a transition period in the native mind; it is one of
many, and taken together they form strong evidence that there is no nation or tribe so bound by
superstition’s chain but that, by God’s blessing upon the faithful preaching of the Gospel, it may
burst the iron bond of habit, tradition, and national pride, and become a free people in Christ
Jesus.

Pg 307 – “Books on Missionary Topics”
Thomas Wakefield: Missionary and Pioneer in East Equatorial Africa. By E.S.
Wakefield. Crown 8vo. 285 pp. Price 3s. 6d. (Religious Tract Society)
The Rev. Thomas Wakefield, the story of whose life is here presented in attractive form,
was the first missionary sent by the United Methodist Free Church to East Africa. He went out in
1862, under the guidance of the great pioneer Krapf, and after many difficulties succeeded in
obtaining a foothold in the Galla country and starting a successful mission there. Though Mr.
Wakefield’s name is not widely known outside his own Church, he has a real claim to be
considered one of the great African pioneer missionaries. His life will be read with interest by all
who are concerned for the evangelization of the Dark Continent.

Pg 312 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
As will be seen from the list below, a branch of our Prayer Union has been formed in
Central Africa. So far, only our fourteen English workers are members, but I earnestly trust that
ere long many of our native Christians may be enrolled.
New Branches: Central Africa. Secretary: Mrs. Govan Robertson
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1905
January
Pg 12 – “The Board Room”
November 29th
The absence of the Chairman of the Board at the opening of the meeting today gave his
deputy, Mr. Henry Cook, of Woodford, his first experience of the chair. The attendance at first
seemed smaller than usual, but many came in late, and the signature book showed a total of 69
Directors present during the sitting.
After a hymn and reading of Scripture, Mr. Carter, of Wolverhampton, led the assembly
in prayer.
Introduction of Missionaries
The Foreign Secretary had a small but representative party of home-coming missionaries
to introduce to the Board – Mr. and Mrs. Wasson from South China, Mr. Oakley from Almore,
Mr. Draper from Central Africa, and Miss Craven from Madagascar. In a few hearty and wellchosen words he sketched the record of each of our friends. It was a peculiar pleasure, he said, as
it was a somewhat rare one, to welcome a party of missionaries not one of whom had been
compelled to ante-date the time of furlough – more than one of whom, indeed, had considerably
exceeded the regulation period…
Mr. Draper, who went to Central Africa sixteen years ago as an artisan missionary, had
proved himself a missionary all through. Though ordered home by the doctors more than a year
ago, he had refused to desert his post until reinforcements arrived. Friends at home hardly
realize, remarked the Foreign Secretary in passing, the quiet heroism of those who “hold on” in
some hard post when the flesh is crying out for rest.
Short Speeches from the Missionaries
After being welcomed by the Chairman, and commended to God in prayer by Mr. Storer
Toms, of Enfield, the missionaries each said a few words…
Mr. Draper brought home to us the difficulty with which the mission in Central Africa
has had to contend by saying that the average term of service in that field since the beginning of
the mission has been less than three years per missionary. Owing to greater knowledge and
improved sanitary conditions, however, he believed that the future would be much brighter in
this respect.
Business
An appeal from Central Africa for the appointment of unmarried ladies to work among
the women and girls drew from the Foreign Secretary the statement that he believed the time was
now ripe for such a step. What an indication this is of the change which has come over Africa in
recent years! Unfortunately the old obstacle, “the present financial position of the Society,”
barred the way to progress, and we could do nothing but defer the question.
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Pg 17 – “The Month’s Mail”
Central Africa
Progress and Problems at Mbereshi
“Our work goes on apace,” writes the Rev. Cecil Nutter, from the Awemba Mission
(September 19th). “You would little think that this was a place of only four years’ growth.
“Unfortunately we are terribly handicapped for teachers. We could open half a dozen
schools within two days’ journey, and not small schools, if we had teachers. Until that day
arrives our work must be very much hampered. Another side of our work, too, is giving me very
much thought. What ought we to do to teach the native to work? We need some form of
industrial work which will be self-supporting, and provide work for a lot of men. Only today we
have had to refuse employment to a hundred men, some of whom have come a week’s journey
hoping that we should employ them. Something will have to be done. We cannot go out to the
people to any great purpose. They are too far away, too much scattered. The time taken in
traveling is so serious a waste of time and of energy that we really cannot do it. The native must
be the evangelist, and we must provide work for those whom we hope to raise from the animallike existence of present conditions. Already we see very good results for what we have been
able to do. We have a number of young fellows around of considerable promise. Our village, too,
is fast growing, and is a very different place from those which are found elsewhere.”

Pg 28 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Mr. W. Draper, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, via Genoa, on November 9th.

February
Pg 52 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Rev. Harry Johnson, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, via Genoa, on January 6th.

April
Pg 119 – “Postscripts”
Central Africa
A photograph given in the current issue of Life and Work (Church of Scotland) may be
taken as a sign of the times in Central Africa. It represents sixty missionaries of different
societies at work in British East Africa and neighboring states, who met at Blantyre in October
last for a ten days’ conference. The veteran Dr. Laws, of the Livingstonia Mission, was
unanimously elected President of the Conference, and many practical subjects were discussed.
When we remember that it is only thirty-two years since Livingstone’s death, and there were
then no missionaries at all in this whole region, we cannot but be thankful for the progress
achieved.
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[This picture was in the Chronicle in March 1905 without explanation that I could find.]

May
Pg 162 – “The Board Room”
March 28th – Seventy-seven Directors were present this afternoon, the Chairman of the
Board presiding. The opening prayer was offered by the Rev. W. Carson, of St. Albans…
The Board had the pleasure of welcoming the Rev. F.P. and Mrs. Joseland from Amoy,
and the Rev. H. Johnson from Central Africa. Mr. Joseland spoke of the healthy condition of the
churches in the two great districts under his charge; many of them, he rejoiced to say, were true
missionary churches, taking an active part in the propagation of the faith.
The Rev. Harry Johnson also had an encouraging story to tell. The last two or three years
had been the best and most fruitful in the whole history of the Central African Mission, and he
believed that the time of reaping was drawing very near. Not only were the young people being
laid hold of, but many even among the old men had given signs of true conversion. Moreover,
there was reason to hope that with growing experience and advancing civilization the conditions
of life in Central Africa would be less trying to Europeans than in the past, so that greater
freedom from ill-health might be expected. Altogether we were made to feel that the outlook on
Tanganyika was bright.
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Pg 164 – “Announcements”
Departures
Miss G.A. Coates, proceeding to Kambole, Central Africa, embarked for Natal, per
steamer Kenilworth Castle, on April 8th.

June
Pg 165 – “The Story of the Year”
Retirements
Twelve others have retired from the Mission field. The Revs. J.G. Hawker, of South
India, and J. Pearse, of Madagascar, had completed a long day of hard work in the Mission field.
Others – Rev. J.H. Haile (of Madagascar), Rev. W. Huckett (formerly of Madagascar and then of
Samoa), Rev. H. Johnson (of Central Africa), Dr. Sewell McFarlane (of China), Rev. H.J.
Stevens (of China), Rev. P.B. Hanscomb (of Samoa), and Rev. John Richardson (formerly of
Madagascar and then of South Africa) – were compelled to leave the work for family reasons or
on account of personal ill-health.
The Missions in Africa
The African Missions of the Society have experienced a change almost as great as that in
the West Indian Mission… The Matebeleland Mission is in many ways being richly blessed, and
an entirely new Mission in Central Africa, in a vast region which in 1835 was regarded as part of
a great uninhabited desert, has been during the past year receiving many evidences of the
presence and power of the Spirit.

Pg 183 – “The Watchers’ Band Meeting”
…
Testimonies from Workers
Mr. W. Draper, who has been a worker in Central Africa for seventeen years, said he had
often been conscious that members of the Band were praying for him, especially in 1888-1890,
when war and slave-raiding was going on all over Central Africa; and during a time of serious
sickness, when the joy of the thought that at a certain time he was being prayed for brought on a
profuse perspiration which reduced a dangerous fever.

Pg 201 – “Anniversary Echoes”
But the sensation of the day was the Foreign Secretary’s announcement with regard to the
Arthington bequest. It is now more than four and a half years since Mr. Arthington died, leaving
the bulk of his estate of nearly a million pounds to be devoted to the work of foreign missions
under the disposition of trustees to be appointed by the Baptist Missionary Society and the
L.M.S. As the precise terms of the will were found to be unworkable the Court gave instructions
for the will to be set aside and a scheme to be prepared by which the wishes of the testator might
be carried out. It is owing to the legal difficulties connected with the preparation of such a
scheme that the long delay has ensued; but all the obstacles appear to have been overcome at
length, and the scheme now only awaits the sanction of the Court, which is not likely to be
withheld.
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We hope to be in a position to give fuller details in our next issue, but it may be said in
the meantime that the proposed scheme provides for the expenditure of the legacy on new work,
whether in connection with existing stations or in entirely fresh fields. Nothing will be available
for the maintenance of work already in operation or for the liquidation of existing deficiencies.
This munificent gift, therefore (the largest, it is said, that has ever been left for the work
of foreign missions), will bring no direct relief to the Society in relation to its present financial
position. It gives no justivication whatsoever for any relaxation of effort on the part of our
supporters. It should rather come, as the Foreign Secretary declared, as a strong appeal to the
Society’s constituency to “level up” all round, so that when the great new forward movement is
begun the whole of the work for which we are responsible may at the same time be placed on
such a footing that new and old may go forward together in happy union for the more speedy
evangelization of the world.

July
Pg 220 – “From the Secretary of the Watchers’ Band”
Those watchers who closely follow the rota of prayer will be glad of the following
alterations in the List of Missionaries: Page 10 – Rev. and Mrs. J. Richardson, of Hope Fountain, have resigned. Rev. B. Rees,
of Inyati, at home. Rev. and Mrs. A.J. Gould, of Selepen, at home. Rev. R.S. Wright, Dr. Lewis,
and Rev. H.C. Nutter are on the way home from Central Africa.

August
Pg 249 – “The Summer School at Ilkley”
By Mr. Frank Lenwood

[Nothing of interest except Mrs. May attended and spoke, which is not mentioned in the article]
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Pg 252 – “Announcements”
Marriages
Turner – Coates – On June 27th, at Abercorn, British Central Africa, Bernard Raleigh
Turner, of Kambole, son of the Rev. G. Lyon Turner, St. John’s, to Gertrude Alice, daughter of
Mr. Edgar Coates, Algernon Road, Lewisham

September
Pg 255 – “The Late Mr. Robert Arthington”
In view of the recent decision of the Supreme Court accepting the scheme proposed by
the Trustees for the administration of the Arthington Trust in connection with the L.M.S. and the
Baptist Missionary Society, a few facts concerning the life and character of the Founder of the
Trust will be of interest to our readers. There was at one time some though of publishing a short
biography of Mr. Arthington, but we understand that the proposal is now not likely to be carried
out. Mr. Arthington did not live in the public eye; he loved quietness and seclusion; many of his
most generous gifts were made anonymously; and the publication of any formal record of such a
life would have been as unprofitable as it would almost certainly have been repugnant to his own
wishes.
For the facts given here we are indebted
chiefly to an article by Mr. Samuel Southall, one of
the Trustees under the will, which appeared in the
Friends’ Quarterly Examiner for April, 1901 (since
reprinted for private circulation), and to the
interesting statement made at the Board Meeting on
July 11th, by Mr. John Town, of Leeds, another of
the Trustees.
Robert Arthington was seventy-seven years
of age at the time of his death (October 9th, 1900),
having been born on May 20th, 1823. He came of an
old Leeds family, which for at least two centuries
had been closely connected with the Society of
Friends. He himself was educated at Friends’
Schools in Leeds and Kendal, but appears to have
severed his connection with the Society at an early
period.
His father, who also bore the name of
Robert, was a much-respected brewer, who
relinquished his business on conscientious grounds
is middle life, and lived to the ripe age of eightyfive. The mother also was of Quaker ancestry. “Large-hearted and mentally gifted, she was the
writer of several volumes of poetry, and took a lively and intelligent interest in all that was
passing in the religious and philanthropic world around her. Though living at a period when
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Christian missions were in their infancy, it is stated that Maria Arthington warmly took up the
subject, and that it was owing to her influence that two of her children devoted a large part of
their interest to the salvation of the heathen.”*
*Friends’ Quarterly Examiner, April, 1901.
Of the four children, Robert was the only
son. His three sisters all died before him and left no
issue, so that practically the whole of the family
wealth came into his hands on his father’s death in
1864.
“Robert Arthington the younger was a
dutiful son; he was studious and industrious beyond
his years. Possessed of good mental endowments, he
was for a time an undergraduate of Cambridge
University, and wrote papers on various scientific
subjects.”†
†Ibid.
It seems to have been after the death of his
parents that Mr. Arthington’s thoughts became
specially directly to foreign missions. The following
extract, discovered among his papers, may perhaps
afford a key to this awakening of his zeal; in any
case it represents the consuming passion of his own
life: “Were I in England again, I would gladly
live in one room, make the floor my bed, a box my chair, and another my table, rather than the
heathen should perish for lack of the knowledge of Christ.” – George King
Robert Arthington entered into the study of foreign missions, like every other subject that
he took up, with great thoroughness and detail. Especially did the geography of missions
fascinate him, his knowledge in this direction being extraordinarily wide and minute. The
country in which he took the deepest interest was Africa, and about the year 1876 he conceived
the bold idea of throwing a chain of mission stations right across the Dark Continent. “He made
proposals to the London, the Baptist, and the Church of England Missionary Societies that they
should approach the heart of Africa from the east, the west, and the south respectively,
eventually joining hands. These proposals he supported with offers of money, by the gift of a
steamer to navigate the Congo and its tributaries, and by subsequent gifts of money to each of
these societies. His aims have been to a large extent realized, and thousands have received the
Gospel through his instrumentality.”*
*From an article in the Christian World.
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But Mr. Arthington’s interest and gifts were by no means limited to Africa. He supported
special missions in Assam, Guatemala, Paraguay, and other neglected fields, and also contributed
large sums at different times towards work in China and elsewhere. Many of his gifts were
anonymous, and were not known even to the few friends whose counsel he sometimes sought.
A few words should be said here as to the private life and character of the subject of our
sketch, if only to remove certain misconceptions which have done injustice to the memory of one
whose eccentricities were more patent to the public eye than his noble but unostentatious
charities. For many years he lived alone in a fair-sized house which he had built for himself at
Headingly, a residential suburb of Leeds. “Here his manner of life perhaps as closely approached
to that of a hermit as was possible for a man living in the suburbs of a large city… It was only on
rare occasions and to intimate friends that the privilege was accorded of entering his living room,
where the dust of years had accumulated; but, when the visitor once got in, it was sometimes
almost as difficult to get away, for he had so much to say, and sometimes of a very interesting
character, that those who had come with an object in view found it no easy matter to reach it,
while the host talked on, apparently oblivious of the fact that food was needed both for himself
and for his guests… In that one room, summer and winter, year in and year out, day and night,
Robert Arthington lived. The apartment was sunless in the daytime, and in the cold winter nights,
now sitting by his cinder fire, surrounded by the damp influences of an empty house, now getting
snatches of sleep in his easy chair, now walking the floor to allay the pangs of rheumatism, he
was, by his own confession, outwardly a miserable man.
“There is reason to fear that during this long period the sufferings of his fellow-men,
whether living in his own city or scattered about the world, were passed over almost unheeded.
His argument was that there were plenty of men and women who were ready to care for the
bodies of men; God had called him to help the souls of the heathen. Even to missionary societies
he declined to subscribe unless it was specially for the evangelization of those parts of the world
as yet untouched by the Gospel.
“He was fond of telling his friends that he believed it was only necessary for the
evangelist to pass through all these tracts of country, distributing Gospels and preaching the
Word, in order that Christ might come and restore all things."*
*Friend’' Quarterly Examiner
About three years before his death Mr. Arthington removed to the South-West of
England, living first at Falmouth and afterwards at Teignmouth. It was at this period that a
gracious change took place in his character, largely owing to the wise and kindly influence of
one or two Christian friends with whom he allowed himself more freedom of intercourse than he
had perhaps ever given to his fellow-men before.
“It seems strange,” says Mr. Southall, “that a man like Robert Arthington, who placed
such a high value on money, did not know how rich he had become till the fact was explained to
him by others. As soon as he realized the full extent of his possessions, he formed the resolution
to become his own executor; but this was taken too late. His heart softened towards every kind of
suffering. Within the last few months of his life he distributed between fifty and sixty thousand
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pounds to various philanthropic and religious objects, including charities in Leeds and the famine
sufferers in India.”
The title of miser has sometimes been bestowed on Robert Arthington, and it cannot be
denied that, so far as the outward circumstances of his life were concerned, there was much to
justify the name. But it will be realized from what has just been stated that there was in him none
of that love of money for its own sake, which is the root of the miserly character. Money to him
was simply a means whereby he could help to promote the noblest and most spiritual object
which can absorb the soul of man – the redemption of his fellow-creatures by the preaching of
the Gospel of God’s grace.
“He saved, and lived in the
most penurious fashion, with the
one great idea before him that all
he had belonged to Jesus Christ,
and that he must deny himself
everything he could that he might
devote all he had to the spread of
his Master’s Kingdom. He was a
timid man in regard to the
disposing of money, because he
was always afraid lest he should
not appropriate it to the right and
best object; and so he went on
saving, putting off the serious
question as to how it might best be
employed. As a child he had been
taught by his mother to give up
little pleasures, little dainties, little
sums of money as direct sacrifice
for Christ’s cause. Robert
Arthington took that to heart, and
from his boyhood up he denied
himself everything he could for
Christ’s cause, became eccentric,
became penurious, became miserly
in the eyes of the world, that he
might have money to give for his
Master’s work. Whatever we may
think about ways of giving money,
about the advisability of giving it
in the lifetime rather than leaving it
to others after death, the spirit of
this man, and the great idea that was in him all through, with which his whole being was
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saturated, and which dominated his life in the most extraordinary fashion, is worthy of being
known wherever his benefaction is known.” (Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson at L.M.S. Board
Meeting.)
The inscription on the grave at Teignmouth is a true summary of Robert Arthington’s
life’s work:
“His life and his wealth were devoted to the spread of the Gospel among the Heathen,”
to which are added the following texts, expressive of the ruling motive and passion of his
life:“The entrance of Thy Word giveth light.” – Psalm cxix. 130.
“He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the
earth.” – Psalm lxxii. 8.

Pg 276 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Dr. E. Winbolt Lewis, from Central Africa, per s.s. König, on July 31st.

October
Pg 298 – “The Board Room”
September 12th – There was an exceptionally large attendance of Directors for this first
meeting after the holidays, an augury, one could not but hope, of much zealous work during the
forthcoming months. Mr. H.J. Cook being still away from home, the chair was occupied by the
Deputy-Chairman, Rev. G. Gladstone, of Glasgow…
Four missionaries were present to be introduced to the Board – one, Rev. A.W. Wilson,
of Demerara, returning to the mission field after furlough; three others recently home from the
front, all compelled to return earlier than they would otherwise have done on account of their
own ill-health or that of their wives – viz., Rev. J.H. Jensen (Kachwa), R. Griffith (Madagascar),
and Dr. E. Winbolt Lewis (Central Africa).

Pg 298 – “Our New Missionary Van”
Dedication and First Tour
The missionary van presented to the Society by the Rev. F.H. Blanchford and the Ilkley
Congregational Church was dedicated at Tacket Street Church, Ipswich, on Saturday and
Sunday, September 9th and 10th. The van was drawn up in the yard in front of the church, and a
meeting was held on the Saturday evening to set apart Mr. W.W. Davies, of St. Albans, for work
in connection with the van. The pouring rain prevented the meeting being held in the open air,
but the schoolroom was filled by more than 300 people, and a very hearty and successful
gathering was held. Rev. A.A. Dowsett, of Ipswich, presided and Rev. J. Stewart, of Felixstowe,
offered the dedicatory prayer.
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The Rev. A.M. Gardner explained the circumstances under which the van had been
presented to the Society and the work it was hoped might be done, and Mr. W. Davies made a
short speech expressing his own hopes in connection with the movement.
On the Sunday afternoon another gathering was held, at which Messrs. Gardner and
Davies again spoke. Subsequently the people gathered around the van in the yard, where Rev.
T.A. Carritt, of Ipswich, delivered an address from the platform, and several hymns were sung
and prayers offered.
Mr. W. Draper, of Central Africa, who had expected to share the work with Mr. Davies,
was prevented from being present by a temporary illness. It is hoped that he will join the van
very shortly.
The first meetings in connection with the van were held on Monday, September 11th, at
Tacket Street Church, when curios were exhibited and a lantern lecture delivered by Rev. H.
Johnson, of Central Africa, who at the last moment had taken Mr. Draper’s place.
The first journey of the van is to be in a circle through South-East Suffolk, visiting the
following towns and villages: Ipswich, Felixstowe, Woodbridge, Wickham Market,
Saxmundham, Framlingham, Stowmarket, etc.
The idea is not so much to hold meetings in or from the van itself, as to arrange for small
missionary exhibitions in the schoolrooms, with lantern lectures and missionary addresses. The
van provides sleeping accommodation for three persons, and contains all necessary household
furniture, with several boxes of curios, a good lantern with slides, a bicycle, and a quantity of
literature, missionary boxes, etc. After completing the first journey it is proposed to visit SouthWest Suffolk and Cambridgeshire.

Pg 300 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Rev. H.C. Nutter, from Awemba, Central Africa, via Italy, August 30th
Rev. R. Stewart Wright, from Niamkolo, Central Africa, per steamer Prinz Regent,
August 31st

November
Pg 305 – “Afloat and Ashore in Central Africa”
Jottings from a Journal kept by the Rev. R. Stewart Wright
This tour was taken by Mr. Turner and myself early in the present year with the object of
preaching the Gospel to the people living on the south shore of Lake Tanganyika, between
Niamkolo on the south and Muliro, the Congo Free State station, lying to the north-west. Some
of the villages had never been visited before by white men, being inaccessible except by water,
and most of the people had not hard the sound of the Gospel.
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After a busy and somewhat harassing spell of station work, it was a relief to enjoy the
calm and quiet of a voyage on the Lake. Our canoe was a fairly large one, with a total
complement of fifteen on board; but it was distinctly a case of “sitting tight.”
We had decided to make our first camp at Mbeti, about ten miles off, a place interesting
as the spot where Livingstone first saw Tanganyika. A stiff breeze from the north having raised a
heavy swell, it was sundown ere we reached our camping spot. The chief and a number of his
men were wading knee-deep in the surf to give us a hearty welcome and help to discharge our
camp gear.
It was quite dark before we got all fixed up and sat down to dinner, feeling tired and
hungry after a busy day. On turning in, pleasant indeed it was to feel the cool north wind
searching through the tent, and listen to “the league-long roller thundering on the beach.” It
carried me in though to the far-off northern sea, on whose shores I had spent many a happy hour,
and set in motion a train of thoughts bearing on the spread of the Gospel by the monks of
Lindisfarne along the coast of Northumberland and Durham.
One feels honored in being called to the same manner of work. Far away under tropical
skies it may be, but the African heart of today is the same as the Northumbrian heart of 1,600
years ago. It requires the same Gospel preached to it; for its salvation it needs the same Savior.
Although we were up before sunrise next morning, school had already opened. As we
drew near to the schoolhouse it was sweet to hear borne on the breeze the dear old morning
hymn, “Awake, my soul!”
We found the scholars, with the chief and his headmen, eagerly awaiting our arrival. The
chief here is one of the few who really take an interest in our work, and does all he can to support
our efforts for the good of his people.
After school inspection and a short service we returned to the beach, partook of breakfast,
and launched out in the Lake at 8:30.
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Our course was now directed along the west coast of Hore Bay. The edge of the NyasaTanganyika plateau breaks off abruptly here, from 2,000 to 2,500 feet above lake-level, and, as
the descent is almost perpendicular, the scenery is very grand.
In the forenoon we had service at a small village called Kombe. Here we met an old man
who remembered Livingstone at Mbeti. His testimony was that of all who met Livingstone, that
“he was a good man.”

A head wind sprinign up we reached Mwera with difficulty in the afternoon. Here we
camped, and had an attentive congregation at our service.
Starting again at 6:30 next morning we reached Mpolombwe at mid-day. The scenery
along the base of the mountains was very fine, culminating in the peak at Cape Kapimbwa, the
grandest of them all, at the foot of which Mpolombwe is situated.
The African is by nature a reverential being, and each of the mountains has a guardian
spirit; but the spirit of Kapimbwa is the greatest of all the Ulungu spirits. An enclosed place
some distance up the mountain-side was pointed out as the place where the priest goes to pray
and sacrifice. The chief of the village, who, I imagine, is also the high priest, is a wellconditioned, good-natured fellow. He received us kindly, gathered his people willingly together,
and listened as we pointed him to the True Spirit, who must be worshipped in spirit and truth.
Next day our voyage was along a well indented by lower lying coast. In the afternoon we
reached Kaviorwe, lying in a sandy bay to the south of the Lovu River. It was in this river that
the Good News was built by our early missionaries, some twenty years ago. The people spoke
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with gratitude of the kindness of the missionaries at the time in supplying them with food when
they were in a state of starvation. They turned out in good numbers to our service and listened
with attention and sympathy. The chief here is blind and does not seem of any account, his head
wife and brother acting as regents.
The following day was a Sunday. We crossed the Lovu, and after visiting a small village
on its northern bank and holding a service, proceeded on our way to Kimbwa. We had been
observed approaching, and, on reaching the beach, found the chief and his men waiting to give
us all the help they could. Shortly after, the head chief of the district came in with his followers.
We coon, therefore, got the camp fixed up, the canoe beached, and all made ready for the night.
We accompanied the chiefs to their villages, and had services in both.
The head chief was a large,
powerfully-built man, with a
pleasant face and a courteous
bearing. His village was much
cleaner than those we are
accustomed to see, and his people
were markedly courteous and well
behaved. Before we left next
morning, Mr. Turner took the
photograph of the chief and his
head wife. Another man, with a
strange head-dress, could not stand
the eye of the camera pointed at
him; not even the offer of a
brightly colored cloth could tempt
him to face the ordeal, and he ran
away and hid.
We sailed at 7:30, and, after
three hours’ rowing, rounded the
promontory and entered a long
narrow gulf, eventually reaching the head of this at about 2:30. On landing, we could see the
village a short distance from the shore. To our surprise no one came down to bid us welcome,
and it was only after getting camp fixed up for the night that two or three men came, and in a
surly kind of fashion gave us greeting.
Going up to the village we found it was the largest we have yet visited, and very dirty.
Observing some stir in a compound, we entered, and found the old medicine-man surrounded by
his stock-in-trade of bills, horns, carved figures, etc. He had the largest collection I have as yet
seen. Some dancers who were present gave us an exhibition of their performance, but it was by
no means edifying.
We inquired for the chief, and a man was brought to us as such, but we doubted him.
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We tried to get the people together for a service, but in vain; there was some evil
influence plainly at work, and we had to leave without a service – the only place during the
whole of our trip where this happened.
On Tuesday morning we got afloat at seven and soon reached the mouth of the gulf. We
doubled the Cape, and then bore away north-west, reaching the Sumbu at mid-day.
The head man gathered the people together, and they listened with marked attention as
the Gospel story was unfolded to them. We were pleased to see a considerable number of lads
and young men present, and wished greatly it had been possible to have a school here as well as
at Kasawa, but lack of teachers does not permit.
As we had to be back at Niamkolo by Saturday there was not time to continue our trip
further, and next day we set out on our return voyage. The story of our adventures on the way
must be reserved for another article.
(To be continued.)

Pg 315 – “Clipped Wings”
The following paragraphs from the Journal des Missions are not pleasant reading for
friends of the London Missionary Society. The writer is Pastor Jalla, of the Paris Society.
Writing from Lake Tanganyika, he says: “The mission work of Belgian and German Tanganyika is entirely in the hands of the
White Fathers. Their stations, are well staffed both with men and women workers; they have
industrial and training schools, and have even had some of the converts trained in medicine at
their college in Malta.
“A Protestant heart cannot but feel sad at the thought of this vast field of work,
discovered by Livingstone and now entirely closed to evangelical influence. The London
Mission occupies only a restricted part of the south end of the Lake and is trying to extend
towards Moero; but it has had severe trials, and the scarcity of workers has limited its influence;
one cannot make a long flight with clipped wings.”

Pg 318 – “Post-Scripts”
Central Africa
The veteran Free Church of Scotland missionary, Dr. Laws, of Livingstonia, who, at the
request of our Directors, has been visiting the mission stations in Central Africa, writes at the
conclusion of his tour: “In the past much forgotten toil and weariness and pain have been
endured by the pioneers of the work of your mission, much good work has been accomplished,
and, with God’s blessing on it, I look forward to the future with hopeful expectation of a reaping
time of joy coming sooner or later to those who have been praying and working for the
regeneration of that part of Africa.”

Pg 321 – “The Board Room”
Mr. Cook presided over the Meeting of Directors held on September 26th (85 being
present), and called on the Rev. J. Lawson, of Halifax, to offer prayer…
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A long report from the Southern Committee contained but few items of general interest.
The Rev. A.W. Hough was appointed to the Samoan Mission, to fill a long-standing vacancy.
Permission was given for the printing of translations of St. Mark’s Gospel and the Sermon on the
Mount, together with a Reading Book, in Chibemba, the language of the Awemba people in
Central Africa, these being the first books printed in that tongue.
Owing to the Autumnal Meetings of the Congregational Union, the Board held its first
October meeting on the 3rd inst. Instead of the 10th. Mr. Henry Cook was again in the Chair, and
there were eighty Directors present.
Three missionaries from the field were introduced by the Foreign Secretary – Miss Tuck,
of Berhampur, North India, and the Revs. Stewart Wright and Cecil Nutter, from Central Africa.

Pg 324 – “Announcements”
Arrivals
Mr. J.H. Hemans and Mrs. Hemans, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, via
Hamburg, on October 15th.
Births
McFarlane – At Mbereshi, North-East Rhodesia, on August 19th, the wife of Wilfred
McFarlane, M.B., Ch.B., of a daughter, Marion Alexis.

December
Pg 325 – “Notes and Comments”
The adoption by the Board of the general principles upon which it is proposed that the
Arthington Fund shall be expended marks a distinct stage in the long process of preparation for
the actual starting of the work.
As the recommendations of the Committee have not yet been discussed in detail it will be
necessary to wait another month before putting these before our readers. We may say, however,
in general terms, that whilst realizing that a moral obligation rests upon the Society to respect the
well-known desires of the testator concerning the evangelization of tribes hitherto unreached by
the Gospel, the Committee feels that for the sake of the future stability of the work it is advisable
that any extension which the Society may undertake should be based on already existing
missions. It is also intended that due provision should be made for training and educating the
converts in such a way as to make them better fitted to undertake the evangelization of their own
countrymen.
The amount which will be paid over to the Society by the Arthington Trustees is expected
to be nearly, if not quite, £300,000 [~$46 million in 2022]. The whole of this sum, it will be
remembered, has to be spent within a period of twenty-five years. It is reckoned that, spending
interest and capital together, this will put at the Society’s disposal an annual income of £17,000
or £18,000 [~$2.5 million in 2022, about 10% of total LMS expenditures in 1905] throughout the
twenty-five years.
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Pg 333 – “Afloat and Ashore in Central Africa”
Jottings from a Journal kept by the Rev. R. Stewart Wright.
Part II.
The boys next morning were lazy, and it was eight o’clock ere we got afloat. On reaching
the promontory to the north of the Gulf of Kamba, two or three large stones peeping over the tree
tops were pointed out as the place where Nondo, the great spirit of Ikawa, is worshipped. We
thereupon landed, and, after some trouble in finding our way through the bush and scrub, reached
the spot.
The position is a low-lying piece of land a few feet above lake level, near a headland, and
several miles from the nearest hills. The first and principal stone is named Nondo, and is a
monolith about 50 ft. high and 9 ft. in diameter. At its base is a small spirit-hut containing
offerings of cloth, beads, hippo’ tusks, and shells. At its side, about 15 in. apart, stands a smaller
monolith some 30 ft. high, called Kipampa, and said to be the wife of Nondo.
The second stone is a block of
granite about 10 ft. by 8 ft. It lies on a
larger block, and crowns a pile some
18 ft. above the surface. Its name is
Banga, and it is said to be the son of
Nondo and Kipampa.
The third block, to my mind,
was the most interesting of all. On a
pile of boulders, 25 ft. above ground
level, are three huge stones, and on the
top of these is a larger block about 18
ft. by 9 ft., so elevated that a man can
walk through below, it being about 5
ft. above the rock on which the whole
structure rests. This is called
Mukofungime, and is said to be the
grandfather.
Roughly speaking, the stones
are situated at the angles of an
equilateral triangle, whose sides are
about 200 yards in length. The whole
forms a wonderful natural
phenomenon, and it is only the fact
that it was impossible for man to erect
these that makes one believe they are
Nature’s handiwork.
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After spending about two hours here and getting photographs of the whole “family,” we
proceeded on our way again, and reached Kasawa at sundown.
A strong wind sprang up during the night, and I turned out at 4 a.m. to see that the canoe
was safe. To my surprise, I discovered she had floated and was bumping heavily. She had sprung
a small leak, and the crew declared we must beach her for repairs. As it was now Thursday, and
we had to be back at Niamkolo by Saturday, I insisted that we should go on. Then the chief came
down, and all declared we were to have a gale from the south and we must remain until it blew
over. These people read the signs of weather in the sky wonderfully well. But I hoped we might
make some progress before the gale came on, and so persisted that we sail at once; and this we
did amid many friendly farewells.
Cutting across bays from cape to cape, we managed to cover in one day a distance it had
taken us previously three days to accomplish, and reached Mwera after sunset.
When this lake was first
discovered there was no outlet, and
the water was brackish. When
Cameron and Stanley visited the
lake it was commencing to dribble
into the Lukuga, and thence into
the Congo. Shortly afterwards it
burst the barrier and flowed out in
a full stream, which it has
maintained ever since. Eighteen
years ago, when I first lived on the
shore, the water was still slightly
mineral; today, however, it is pure
and wholesome. Fish abound, and
afford sustenance to many of the
people, as well as to innumerable birds. In coasting along it was interesting to watch these birds
– the tiny kingfisher hovering in the air, then darting down with rapid flash into the water and
bearing away its prey; cormorants lined along the rocks in regular ranks, all with an eye to the
business of securing their food; most notable of all, the fish-eagles, sentinelled in solitary state,
scarcely ever showing signs of life, no matter how near we came. Their cry is the weirdest sound
made by beast or bird. To hear it at night and not know its cause would be enough to give one the
feeling that some spirit of darkness was abroad, on evil work intent.
On Friday morning the crew persisted we were to have a storm, and wished to keep well
in shore. Judging from appearances, they were right; but, thinking it was possible to strike across
the bay and reach the shelter of Niamkolo Island, about twenty miles off, before it burst upon us,
we induced them to launch out into the deep. We were fortunate, and got to within about four
miles of the island when down came the gale. It then meant “a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull
all together,” and, after a hard effort, we reached shelter in safety. The storm lasted two days,
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and, had it not been for our pushing on across the bay, we must have been storm-stayed that
time, at least.
We reached the station at about two o’clock, and found a hospitable welcome prepared
by Mrs. Clark awaiting us. A home mail was also to hand, and we were thankful for good news –
thankful, too, that God had been our guard and guide, and trustful that He would bless the Word
preached and cause it to spread to the salvation of the people and the glory of His name.

Pg 335 – “The Missionary Library”
Christus Liberator. An Outline Study of Africa. By Ellen C. Parsons (Macmillan & Co.)
2s. – This is the fifth volume in the series of Missionary Hand-books issued by the American
Woman’s Central Committee. Those who know the previous volumes (Lux Christi, Rex Christus,
etc.) will expect a careful and interesting survey of the history and present position of missionary
work in Africa. Nor will they be disappointed. Within the limits of the space at her command
Miss Parsons has done all that could be desired or expected.
An introduction by Sir Harry Johnston, extending over fifty pages, forms a unique and
very valuable feature of this volume, constituting as it does a succinct review of the geography
and history of Africa by one who has had long experience as an administrator. Sir Harry’s
emphatic testimony to missions is worth quoting and remembering for future use: “I
unhesitatingly state my conviction that the missions which have preached Christianity in Africa
since, let us say, 1840, constitute the one feature of the white man’s invasion of this continent
which history will rank as of unquestionable good.”
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