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1886 
January 
Pg 36 – “Monthly Notes” 
News from Abroad 

Central Africa. Brighter News – Captain Hore, writing on August 15th, says: - 

“We are all well, and hard at work. The building shed is nearly completed; but as the 
settlement nears completion I find more work. Mrs. Hore’s girls’ school has acquired such 
stability and dimensions (twenty girls), that I find it necessary to build a small school-house for 
its accommodation. It has hitherto been carried on in verandah, and then in house now soon to be 
occupied by Brooks. I am deeply thankful that my wife and child still continue in good health, 
and that Mrs. Hore is now bringing our joint work up into the more direct line of missionary 
labor. The change effected in these girls is wonderful: when the first animal shyness has worn 
off, and decency has been secured by a garment, which each one acquires after a probationary 
term of sewing work, they appear altogether different creatures – more intelligent and hope-
inspiring. 

“What is wanted now to make Kavala a real good station is a doctor; a missionary 
coming out with the sole object of teaching and preaching, understanding that all other business 
will be transacted for him; and the erection of the permanent buildings. My plans and desires for 
this latter are only becoming the more vivid and mature and earnest, that the Directors are 
willing to go forward in the matter; but at present my hands are so full, and circumstances such 
that it would be unwise actually to commence yet. 

“So important is our position and influence here, that it is said the head chief of Uguha, 
Kassanga, intends to come and settle here and make this the capital!” 

- 

Trials of Messrs. Jones and Rees. – These two brethren who are on their way home are 
suffering much on the journey. Both of them seem completely broken down in health. In a letter 
dated September 11th, written from Unyanyembe, the Rev. D.P. Jones says: - 
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“We started on the 4th of August. At first we made but slow progress, more especially 
owing to Mr. Rees being obliged to be carried. He was almost constantly suffering from fever. 
About the middle of the month he got better, and we were able to proceed at the usual caravan 
rate. But at Hirundi (about six days from Urambo), I, in my turn, became quite helpless, and was 
obliged to be carried all the way to our station. My illness was increased in severity by our 
having the next day to pass through a marsh of about fifteen miles in length, where the water was 
in some places about five feet deep. Being in a hammock, which was slung to a pole, and carried 
on men’s shoulders, I was simply dragged through the water. As there was no dry ground 
whereon I might change, I was compelled to ride from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in wet clothes.” 

Work at Home 
The Central African Mission – A widowed lady who gives H.H. as her initials, states that 

“she is so pleased the Directors have decided to continue the Mission in Central Africa, that she 
sends her widow’s mite of £3 towards it with great pleasure.” 

February 
Pg 83 – “Monthly Notes” 
Work at Home 

Reception of Revs. D.P. Jones and Bowen Rees – Our readers are already aware that 
these brethren from Central Africa were on their way home, and will be pleased to hear of their 
safe arrival. Mr. Jones is, for one who has lived on the shores of Tanganyika, well and strong; 
and Mr. Rees, though much enfeebled by the illness from which he has suffered, is better than he 
was. On Monday, January 11th, they were received by the Board, when both of them expressed 
their appreciation of the kind consideration they had met with, and thanked the Directors for the 
sympathy they manifested. 

Pg 95 – “Announcements” 
Arrivals in England 

The Revs. D.P. Jones, and Bowen Rees, from Uguha, Central Africa, per Steamer 
Lalpoora, December 30th. 

March 
Pg 114 – “Monthly Notes” 
News from Abroad 

Central Africa. Latest from Kavala Island – Writing on October 13th, Captain Hore says: - 

“I have just finished the girls’ school-house for Mrs. Hore. It forms a neat hall, ceiled 
with mats, of twenty-six feet by thirteen feet, in which the class, as I now write, is being held, 
and a prize of a garment being given for the best complete repetition of the alphabet. 

“Not only am I justified in bringing my wife here, but, regarding her as one with myself, 
it has been the means of my first success in anything like direct Mission work, which, although 
quite content that my ordinary work is an essential part, I have longed to do, now that there is no 
one else here. 
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“Swann also is well, and continues in that state of activity which is one of the great 
secrets of success and happiness.” 

Work at Home 
An Engineer for Central Africa – Hitherto the Directors have failed to secure the services 

of a medical missionary, or of volunteers from any of our Colleges, as reinforcements for the 
mission in Central Africa. This is a great disappointment to them. They still hope that, in answer 
to their prayers, the much needed men will be forthcoming; but the months pass on, and the 
small band of faithful ones who are holding on in anticipation of the promised reinforcements 
must be wondering what is amiss. They will be rejoiced to hear that one at any rate has been 
found courageous and devoted enough to join their ranks. Whilst waiting for offers of service 
from laborers in other departments, the Board has gladly accepted that of Mr. Alexander Carson, 
B.Sc., engineer, and has sent him out forthwith. Mr. Carson comes to the Society supported by 
hearty and valuable testimony, both as regards his practical acquaintance with engineering and as 
regards spiritual fitness for the self-denying work that awaits him. He goes to Africa to complete 
the construction of the Mission Steamer, the Good News, and subsequently, by the establishment 
of an industrial institution and in other similar ways, to do all in his power for the spiritual and 
material improvement of the natives. 

- 

Departure of Missionaries – As will be seen by reference to the announcements of the 
month, a party of missionaries has left for North China. Mr. Carson also leaves for Africa as we 
go to press. A special meeting, for taking leave of these friends, was held at the conclusion of the 
ordinary Board Meeting on Monday, January 25th. Dr. Kennedy presided, and in his opening 
remarks assured the departing missionaries that the Directors are not mere machines, nor are the 
valedictory services which happily often recur, mere form; but that, in a very true sense, the 
brethren and sisters thus taken leave of go forth with the hearty sympathy and good wishes of the 
Directors, and are followed by their prayers. The Foreign Secretary added a few suitable words, 
introducing each in turn, and calling attention to the special circumstances under which they 
leave. The Rev. S. Evans Meech, and Mrs. Meech, are returning to their old station, to resume 
the old work, at Peking, but under altered conditions: due partly to loss occasioned by the death 
of Mrs. Gilmour, who was Mrs. Meech’s sister, and partly to the development of operations 
during their absence. Dr. Pritchard, accompanied by Mrs. Pritchard, also goes to Peking, where, 
as the successor to Dr. Dudgeon, he will enter upon the all-important work of a medical 
missionary. The Rev. J. Wallace Wilson has already done good service in China, as an agent of 
the National Bible Society of Scotland. He labored in this capacity for seven years, and now goes 
forth as a trusted missionary of our own Society. Mr. Carson, as already explained, is appointed 
to Lake Tanganyika. After short speeches in reply from the missionaries, a brief, but exceedingly 
bright, cheery, and inspiring valedictory address was delivered by the Rev. Colmer B. Symes, 
B.A., and the Rev. John Nunn offered special prayer. 
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April 
Pg 142 – “Kavala Island, Tanganyika” 

The name of this island is already familiar to the readers of the Chronicle, in which 
frequent references to it have of late occurred. Its growing importance is, of course, due to the 
fact that Kavala has become the head-quarters of “the marine department” of the Tanganyika 
Mission. In 1883, Captain Hore selected it for this purpose. Ujiji was no longer suitable. It had 
ceased to be the place of importance it had formerly been. Trade had to a large extent deserted it, 
and the population was greatly diminished. Its northern position, and great distance from South 
End, together with its want of a harbor, also combined to render it unfit for the location of the 
mission vessels and stores. Captain Hore, in a communication of that date, stated that he had 
“chosen a very nice spot, with an extensive and beautiful harbor, on the inner side of Kavala 
Island, Uguha.” “There are,” he went on to say, “three or four villages on the island of friendly 
and pleasant people, who bid me welcome. I have just now received a letter from Mr. Griffiths, 
in which he writes: ‘Kassanga says I give the captain permission to go and live anywhere in my 
territory, and if he chooses Kavala I welcome him to it.’ The spot I have chosen is close to, 
almost in, a nice village, and I have built up quite a plan of work for Mrs. Hore amongst the 
children here.” 

That was the first ever heard in this country of Kavala. Two years elapsed before Mrs. 
Hore was able to join her husband; but in January of last year, Captain Hore, through the good 
providence of God, succeeding in piloting her and their boy Jack through all the discomfort, 
fatigue, and danger of the journey from the coast to Ujiji. There was still one great drawback to 
their rejoicing – viz., the illness of the little lad who had had to endure so much in reaching the 
lake. After a stay of a few weeks’ duration at Ujiji, a move was made to the island home, which 
has since become a center of humanizing mission work, and around which interest has slowly but 
surely gathered. People from the mainland have gone over and settled there, including Kavala, 
the chief himself; and, as the remainder of this article will show, a good beginning is made, and 
the benighted people are learning to appreciate the kindly influence exerted upon them by 
Christian family life. So encouraging is the beginning, that the Board has decided to send two 
additional missionaries to the island, one medical and the other ministerial, as soon as suitable 
men can be obtained. 

The sketch-map, specially drawn for the purpose of showing the position and size of the 
island, will make the foregoing clearer. A map, prepared by Captain Hore for another purpose, 
and a small sectional one, kindly furnished by the Rev. D.P. Jones, of Uguha, now at home, are 
our authorities. Mr. Jones says that the distance from Kavala to the mainland directly opposite is 
about half a mile, or a little more. The distance to Mtowa harbor, where a landing in Uguha is 
usually made, is five or six miles. The length of the island is between two and three miles, and its 
breadth from half a mile to a mile. 

Great ingenuity has been shown by the Captain in the construction of house, furniture, 
school material, and so forth. In a letter to the young, which will be found in this month’s 
Juvenile, Mrs. Hore tells us that the blackboard for her school was made out of two leaves of a 
dining table, and the crayons for writing on it are composed of magnesia, rice, and sugar; while 
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the legs of the forms were made from some of the boat-cart frames. Necessity is, indeed, the 
mother of invention. With this explanatory introduction we leave the latest communication from 
Kavala Island to speak for itself, assured that it will awaken very deep interest in the hearts of 
not a few who peruse it. 

 

“With regard to the station 
itself,” writes Captain Hore, “I have 
enclosed with a low stone wall about 
four acres of ground, including sites for 
premises, shore for all marine purposes, 
with approaches to the house, and 
certain garden ground. 

“Having all the advantages of 
elevation close to the lake side, we 
have consequently to put up graciously 
with some steep ascents. These I have 
made as easy as possible by broad 
beaten roads, ending in a terrace along 
the hill-side of the house. The roads 
have afforded much satisfaction to the 
people, who now have a clear way to 
their gardens, between which and the 
chief village your establishment lies. In 
addition to the fruits I have already told 
you were planted, I have now 150 
banana-trees symmetrically placed, and 
the like number of sugar-canes to 
absorb a swampy spot on the beach, 
and some English garden and flower 
seeds are already coming up. The 
whole place excites the admiration of 
all beholders, who compare it with 
Zanzibar or Muscat, according as they 
have traveled. 

“I am now able to report to you, 
without the least exaggeration, that you have here a most flourishing and respectable station 
(although the actual buildings are yet only of the kind we term temporary), with all your agents 
in good health and civilized manners (for the mud table era is now passed), and living on friendly 
terms with the natives; at which is held a daily school for girls, a daily school for boys, weekly 
worship of God, and class for religious instruction – all instituted, not by any strained effort, but 
at the direct request of the chief and people. 
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“I may say I have worked from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., for months past, and it is certainly as 
master of works that I have gained Kavala’s admiration; but the center and strength of our 
powerful influence doubtless lay in the arrival and presence of my wife and child, and its 
resulting details in Mrs. Hore’s girls’ school. 

“Plans Adopted. 

“I had long thought that I should be best serving the interests of the Mission by applying 
myself almost exclusively to that line of things specially pertaining to my department, and in 
which I could feel I was doing efficient work, and remained the more contented in this view 
while stations were being held and work done by men specially fitted. 

“But coming now for the first time to the establishing of a station, I have from the first 
felt a different sort of responsibility, and have specially tried, by conversations and otherwise, to 
enlighten the Chief on the end and purpose of our Mission; so that when at last he asked me why 
I did not teach the boys as well as the girls, although I was then obliged to say that we must get 
settled first, etc., I was in a state of mind favorable to being persuaded by myself to undertake it. 
I needed a little though and persuasion, because I could not bear to commence it and then give it 
up; so one day I announced the boys’ school, which has been continued daily. Then the chief 
said: ‘Why don’t you instruct the adults?’ I said ‘Wait,’ and he asked again. After prayer and 
consideration I undertook this also, although experiment shows that the class will become one of 
youths rather than adults, the former thoroughly believing in us, while the latter hold fast (now at 
least) to their old traditions. The Chief himself, however, has been much influenced, and I think, 
to commence with, is disposed to place great credence in anything we promulgate. As I have 
never been specially ordained to this work, I shall give you some particulars of my method of 
procedure. The boys’ school is designed to teach the boys Kiswahili, especially with a view to 
enabling them to read the Scriptures, and to understand religious teaching in that language. They 
are very interested, but they could not stand the monotony of incessant alphabet and syllables; 
and so I teach them other odd words, forming keys to early Scripture teaching, and have 
commenced a sort of catechism on the lines of the ‘Peep of Day’ in endeavor to keep them 
parallel with the religious instruction class. The girls’ school is conducted much on the same 
lines, but have got so far as to open daily with prayer. Feeling that the forms of religion are 
essential (before attainment of knowledge) to the religious teaching of these people as to our 
children, and that if I exhorted the people to worship God there must be worship for them to 
come to, I undertook to conduct the same on Sunday mornings in the Kiswahili language. The 
service is short, and follows very much the order of that of the Church of England, the preaching 
of the Gospel being done in the afternoon class at present until such time as a few intelligent 
hearers exist. By degrees we hope to improve and enlarge; but I think it well, although few yet 
understanding, to maintain the regular, and, I may say, formal service, always accompanied by 
the necessary ‘instruction class.’ The fact is that, while in the former my hearers require 
considerable education before they can understand the classical Kiswahili I read, they are deeply 
interested when, in the latter, I explain matters in a conversational lingo on their own level. 
Meantime I am myself rapidly attaining a higher standard of Kiswahili than I have been 
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accustomed to use, assisted also by my wife, who, although often requiring my interpretation in 
ordinary transactions, is well able to correct me in every sentence. 

“I cannot boast to have attained to the extent of work you report as having existed at 
Liendwe and Butonga, which require a more intimate knowledge of the language than mine; but 
if all goes well with us, I do think we shall be able somewhat to lay the foundations for some 
more competent man, whom I beg you to send to make use of these excellent opportunities for 
preaching the Gospel to the Waguha. 

“Suggestions for the future. 

“My plans for successful work here, after such experience as I have had, is the same as 
when I first came to the Island, viz., that I should be made the most fully valuable to you by 
continuing in charge of the station with one more assistant (a mechanic – preferably a ship’s 
carpenter), and two gentlemen who should represent you fully according to your usual methods 
and regulations, as ordained missionary and medical man, to whom I could then fully minister in 
providing and maintaining residences, mails, and all lake transport and general business, and also 
be able to continue the large and delightful work still before the marine department of continual 
missionary visits all round the lake. My wife, and perhaps myself, would become school 
assistants to the missionary. And with my additional assistant, and the Good News finished, I 
should be able to superintend and maintain, as well as the station itself, those various industrial 
accessories so necessary both to the maintenance of our own premises and vessels, and to our 
complete influence and improving power over the natives. 

“I, too, often find myself with my head down doing little more than laborer’s work, and 
men around me simply looking on, when with further assistance I could be doing work of treble 
the value by superintending several jobs. 

“A Sunday Morning. 

“I have just come out of church, and it came to my mind how, if you and others could 
only see us here now, how you would indeed rejoice even at the small beginning which is being 
made. The church bell, the Sunday clothes, little Jack and Mrs. Hore with their books, and other 
Sunday signs, stir me with joy, and indeed astonishment. We had an attendance of about thirty-
five real natives, all attentive and orderly. Will you not send them a preacher? I have already 
made some improvement in the service, reading the Scriptures and introducing prayers for the 
Chief and people, and for our own chiefs and people. The next step will be a short address. I am 
afraid it must be in lingo. This is a great question with me. Shall I build a hasty structure in lingo, 
or slowly lay more solid foundations in good Swahili? Will you please bring this question before 
our Directors (in the larger aspect of course)? 

“The Question of Language. 

“The various languages, say, for convenience, dialects, round the lake are numerous, and 
some spoken only by a few people. These dialects are not copious enough for religious teaching, 
and by the time they are acquired, enriched, and put on paper there may be few to use some of 
them, and many languages in the one Mission. On the other hand, there already exists a 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

literature, including nearly the whole Bible, in Kiswahili. It is fashionable with the Tanganyika 
natives, as English is with the Japanese, and once common here would soon become the 
language of all East Africa. I would suggest that the time has arrived when this question should 
be dealt with: ‘What is to be the language of the Mission?’ and that there are now sufficient 
grounds upon which the Directors can consider it – viz., the well-known facts about the 
Kiswahili, and the ample particulars Mr. Jones will be able to give them regarding the Kiguha, 
which may be taken as a model of the Tanganyika dialect.” 

Pg 184 – “Notices of Books” 
Across Africa. By Commander Cameron, R.N., C.B. New Edition. London: George 

Philip & Son, 32, Fleet Street, 1885. 

Commander Cameron’s work stands in no need of commendation from us. The 
appearance of the first edition nine years ago was awaited with eagerness, and its pages were 
read with the greatest zest. This new edition can scarcely have a similar reception; still, in its 
cheaper form, and having undergone thorough revision so as to bring it up to date, it will be 
welcomed by all readers interested in the progress of Africa. We have a special reason for 
noticing the book in our pages, in that it gives us such valuable information concerning 
Tanganyika and its shores. As Commander Cameron himself remarks in his preface, much as 
occurred since he completed his journey: Tanganyika now has a steam-launch navigating her 
waters, and Captain Hore has been joined by his wife, “the first white lady privileged to gaze 
upon its scenery.” True, much has occurred; but we are still greatly indebted to the descriptions 
of scenery, native customs, etc., which this book contains, and all who wish to understand the 
conditions of life in the Society’s Central African Mission, but have not yet read “Across 
Africa,” should lose no time in doing so. By permission of the publishers, we have been in a 
position to use some of the engravings as illustrations of recent numbers of our periodicals. 

Pg 192 – “Announcements” 
Departure 

Mr. Alexander Carson, B.Sc., on his appointment as Engineer to the Central African 
Mission, embarked at Dartmouth, for Quillimane, per steamer Grantully Castle, February 19th. 

May 
Pg 213 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Kavala Island – Three or four bright and cheerful letters from Kavala are 
to hand since our last issue. They were written in December and January, and, although bearing 
chiefly upon matters connected with the steam-launch Good News, contain brief references to the 
general position of affairs which are encouraging. Captain Hore reports all well and the work 
going on at fair speed. He says: “Our Sunday services and schools proceed with success. Both 
schools are opened every day with the Lord’s Prayer, which can be said by all the scholars. I do 
think we have quite overcome the difficulty about scholars wanting to be paid for their work. I 
certainly will hold on to this work, but shall be very glad when the proper man comes to carry it 
on.” “We badly need a more competent person to take in hand the mission work and schools. I 
consider I only keep them going until the right man comes. Ample work for which I am more 
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suited waits for me.” Mr. A.J. Swann writes: “I did rejoice indeed to get the assurance that our 
mission was to be reinforced, having feared that some other course might have been adopted. 
With all its failures (and they are many) I have no hesitancy in saying that the Central African 
Mission is much more forward than when I first saw Tanganyika. This is a hard field to conquer, 
but who dare say too hard? I trust that the best soldiers will be drafted into this conflict.” 

June 
Pg 225 – “The Society’s Anniversary” 

… 

Central Africa has been the subject of much anxious thought. In January of last year there 
were nine adults connected with the mission, and it seemed as if, at last, brighter days were about 
to dawn. You know how soon and how sadly the sky clouded over. First, Mr. Roxburgh – the 
devoted and devout Christian mechanic – laid down his tools by the side of his unfinished task, 
and went home to rest. Then Mr. Harris, the enthusiastic and energetic young missionary, just 
arrived, and full of promise, was called home immediately after him. Then another of the band 
who went out with Mr. Harris entirely broke down in health, and it became absolutely necessary 
for him to leave the country, and with him one of our senior workers felt it his duty also to return 
home from a field which had been a field of constant anxiety, of strain and trial to him. He is at 
home, recruiting his health, and we are glad to think that he is prepared to go back again before 
this year is over. But by this means the little company was reduced to one-half – four men and 
one brave woman. What was to be done, was the anxious question which came before us. All 
those who knew the country best, and its needs best, said “Go on.” The missionaries out in the 
field, who are most likely to be depressed and discouraged, and to long to be called back, wrote 
to urge us to go on; and the Directors, feeling the responsibility of their position, prayerfully, 
carefully considering the subject from every point of view, resolved that God called them to go 
on. We decided, therefore, to reinforce the mission as soon as possible. From that time the skies 
have brightened; the year ends better than any previous year has ended. Mr. Shaw and Mr. 
Brooks are at Urambo, in fairly good health; while at Kavala Island there is now not only the 
cheerful sight of an organized settlement and a Christian home, but also the beginning of regular 
work. Modern science and enlightenment are doing the most beneficial work by providing for 
the mariner beacon lights for every dangerous headland, and buoys to every rock and shoal. 
Now, along our dangerous coast, light answers light from south to north. This, in a higher sense, 
is our work in Central Africa. The dark waters, the unexplored shores of Lake Tanganyika, must 
be examined, marked, and explored, and made safe for all who dwell there. Thank God, one 
lighthouse is now erected, and is sending forth its steady light over the dark waters of Kavala 
Island. Very soon we expect that a second will be erected on the promontory of Niumkorlo 
[Niamkolo], at the south end of the Lake, so that they will flash across to each other their living 
light. And, God helping us, we mean not to rest till we have completed the task… 

Pg 259 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

The Rev. G.H. Lea, appointed to Central Africa, embarked for Aden, en route for 
Zanzibar, per steamer Manora, May 12th. 
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Ordinations 
The ordination of Mr. George Henry Lea, as a missionary to Central Africa, was held in 

Redland Park Church, Bristol, of which he had been assistant minister, on Friday, April 30th. The 
Rev. W. Clarkson read the Scriptures, and Rev. L.H. Byrnes, B.A., offered prayer. The Rev. R. 
Wardlaw Thompson, Foreign Secretary of the Society, described the field of labor; after which 
the Rev. Richard Glover asked the usual questions and offered the ordination prayer. The charge 
was delivered by Rev. Urijah R. Thomas, and the concluding prayer offered by Rev. W.M. 
Blake. 

July 
Pg 296 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Progress of Mr. Carson – Two letters are to hand from Mr. Carson, who, 
it will be remembered, is en route to Tanganyika, via Quillimane and Lake Nyassa. The first is 
from Quillimane, and is dated March 31st. Mr. Carson says: - “I arrived here last Sunday and 
came on shore on Monday. I have had a most pleasant trip so far. I have been very busy these 
three days since I arrived. Much time is consumed at the custom house waiting on officials. But I 
could not have started before to-day, even if we had been ready, for it has been raining in 
torrents, and has only cleared up this morning. The men are loading my boat now, and two 
canoes will accompany me with the rest of my goods. Everything will go up with me. I expect to 
start about 11 a.m. I expect to take from five to six days to reach Maruru, and will send back a 
letter by the boys who return.” 

The second letter is from Maruru, and was written on April 8th, with a postscript dated the 
9th. Mr. Carson writes: “I had fine weather up the river Quakwa, and enjoyed it very much. For 
the first two days we went with the tide, and moored the boat when the tide was against us. After 
that we went from sunrise to sunset. I had a crew of nine men, and a boy who knows a few words 
of English. The men paddled the boat along in deep water, but for the greater part of the way 
they pushed it with long poles close to the bank to avoid as much as possible the strong current 
against us. We generally moored the boat for the night at a village, I sleeping in the boat and the 
men on the bank. The river is very full of water at the present, and the country around it, which is 
quite flat, is submerged for great tracts to the depth of four or five feet, and grass standing 
several feet above the water. We went for about six hours on day over this flooded country to 
save going round some great bends in the river. I arrived at Mirindini, the terminus of the voyage 
on the Quakwa, on the morning of Tuesday, April 6th.” A note was sent on to Maruru to the 
agent of the African Lakes Company, who dispatched six men with a machila to fetch the new 
arrival. He adds: “I was carried the six miles on this board, swung on a long pole when the water 
was not too deep, then I was elevated on the shoulders of the men. In some parts the water was 
about five and a half feet deep.” Maruru is a village on the banks of the Zanbesi [Zambezi], and 
the station of the Lakes Company. There Mr. Carson met a Free Church Medical Missionary 
proceeding to Nyassa. They waited there for the S.S. Lady Nyassa, and on April 9th all goods 
were on board, and they were expecting to sail next day. 
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Pg 308 – “Work of Others” 
Livingstonia Mission of the Free Church of Scotland. Fruitful as was the life of Dr. 

Livingstone in directing the eyes of his fellow-countrymen to the needs of Africa, his death at 
distant Ilala, on that May morning in 1871, but set the seal to his work, and marks an epoch in 
the future history of that great Continent. How beat to honor the memory of such an one was a 
question in the minds of many. While statues were proposed and have since been erected in more 
than one of our cities, the monument, coming nearest in character to the motive-power of his life, 
was that of Rev, Dr. James Stewart of Lovedale, who, in the Assembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland in 1874, proposed that a Mission should be sent to the shores of Lake Nyassa, to be 
called “Livingstonia,” alike thus bearing his name and continuing his work. 

In May, 1875, the first missionary party, under the leadership of Mr. E.D. Young, R.N., 
started for Lake Nyassa. The Free and Reformed Presbyterian Churches, since then united, 
combined to send forth this Mission, and the United Presbyterian Church supplied, and has since 
supported, its first ordained medical missionary, while the Established Church sent along with 
them Mr. Henderson, charged with the duty of looking out a suitable site for a Mission, to be 
sent out by that Church in the following year. 

A small steam launch, The Ilala, capable of being taken to pieces for transport, and boats, 
and two years’ provisions were provided. On reaching Cape Town, a sailing vessel was chartered 
to take the party and goods to the Kongone mouth of the River Zambesi [Zambezi]. There The 
Ilala was built, and soon afterwards started on the voyage up the Zambesi and Shiré – a very 
difficult and trying one, owing to the shallowness of the rivers during the dry season. On 
reaching the lower end of the Murchison Cataracts The Ilala was taken to pieces, and the various 
fittings and sections were made ready for transport over the seventy miles of country 
representing the cataracts on the river. The only road was a footpath of some eight or ten inches 
wide, leading across rocky cliffs overhanging the river, through matted, thorny jungle, and over 
blackened plains. Upwards of 1,000 carriers were employed and, by God’s blessing, all the 
goods were safely deposited at the upper end of the cataracts. Again The Ilala was built, this time 
in a permanent manner; and on the 12th of October, 1875, it sailed into Lake Nyassa – the first 
steamer placed on any of the Central African lakes. 

On reaching Nyassa, the first task lying to hand was to find a place affording a suitable 
harbor for the steamer, and from which as a center voyages might be undertaken to different 
parts of the Lake, and journeys to the hill-country around its shores, so that information might be 
acquired regarding the people surrounding the Lake, to what tribes they belonged, and what 
places might prove most suitable as centers for missionary effort. 

While from the first seeking to bring the truths of the Gospel to the people within reach, 
and striving by earnest, upright Christian lives to show the natives some of its effect, the 
necessary work of exploration was carried on during successive years. 

These explorations have shown the existence of iron mines in several places, of coal at 
three places, of the reported existence of copper at another; and that round the Lake, and in the 
territory lying immediately to the west, we have at least fifteen different tribes speaking as many 
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different languages, besides dialects of these languages; that instead of being a desert country 
inhabited only by wild beasts, as all Central Africa was not long ago supposed to be, on the 
shores of Nyassa we have many villages or towns with inhabitants varying from 200 to 10,000 in 
number, while in the pastoral districts in the highlands to the west, the population is much denser 
than it is in many of the corresponding districts of South Africa. 

In connection with an consequent on the knowledge obtained in the exploratory stage of 
the Mission, there has been an extension of its efforts and in the number of its stations. From 
Cape Maclear, the station first occupied, the headquarters of the Mission on the Lake were 
removed to Bandawè, while the work at Cape Maclear has since been carried on by native 
agents, under the superintendence of Europeans visiting them at intervals. 

When the Mission was begun in 1875 a fivefold aspect was imparted to it as seeking to 
bring Christianity to bear on the natives, by means of Industrial, Medical, Educational, Literary 
and Evangelistic agencies. 

In 1882, by the transfer of The Ilala to the African Lakes Company the Mission was 
relieved of the sailor and engineer’s departments of industrial work, while afforded by the 
Company the needful facilities for moving about the Lake. Since that time the industrial 
operations have been confined chiefly to the building and carpenter work required by the 
Mission. 

The increasing confidence of the natives in the medical missionary is shown by the fact 
that in 1882 there were 3,000 attendances registered at Bandawè. In 1883 the numbers rose to 
about 7,000; while in 1884 they exceeded 10,000. The marauding Angoni, who often haughtily 
disdain to listen to the Gospel message or obey its command, can respect and trust as a friend the 
medical missionary; and hence a doctor has been appointed to each of the Angoni districts. 

During 1884 two hundred and thirty-six scholars were on the roll, and though this 
number was less than that reached the previous year the improved attendance and consequently 
better results obtained more than compensated for any mere numerical decrease. 

Closely allied to the more purely educations effort is the literary work required by its 
progress. A number of hymn-books, grammars, primers, readers, and translations of Scripture 
portions have been issued by this Mission. 

Spiritual results, flowing from change of heart, only God can bring about. With gratitude 
and praise to God the missionaries acknowledge His goodness in this respect also; for in answer 
to the prayers of his people at home, and the prayers and toil of His servants abroad, already 
seven young men and two young women have come forward making a profession of their faith in 
Jesus by receiving the ordinance of baptism, and sitting down at the Table of the Lord. Several 
catechumens look forward to the same profession and privilege. The first-fruits of the harvest of 
the Lord is willing to give to the Church which will send forth His reapers, and besiege His 
Throne with supplications for the conversion of the heathen. 
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August 
Pg 356 – “Announcements” 
Marriage 

Jones – Harries – May 17th, at the Independent Chapel, Pembroke, by Revs. T.P. Evans, 
Pontardulais, and S. Evans, Tenby, the Rev. David P. Jones, of the Central African Mission, to 
Jessie Ann, daughter of Joshua Harries, of Tenby. 

September 
Pg 377 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Progress of Messrs. Carson and Lea – In a letter dated Mandala, 30th 
April, Mr. A. Carson, B.Sc., reports his arrival at that place. He was in excellent health, and was 
expecting to leave Mandala on Monday, May 3rd, for Matope, a port at the south end of Lake 
Nyassa. From there he was to proceed by S.S. Ilala to the northern end of the lake, a voyage of 
about fourteen days, and thence start on a cross country journey of another fourteen days, to the 
south end of Lake Tanganyika. A Mr. Monteith, of the African Lakes Company, was to 
accompany him on this land journey. He is familiar with the road. 

From Zanzibar we have received tidings of the Rev. G.H. Lea, who was on the point of 
starting for Tanganyika by the old route. The bulk of his men had already gone over to the 
mainland, and he was to follow them the next morning, June 22nd. 

October 
Pg 422 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Kavala Island – Captain Hore’s last communication is dated April 10th. 
He says: - “I am glad to be able to report that we are all well, and have been so this long time, 
except that Swann has had a little fever, probably from some exposure to the recent wet weather. 

“All is going on well with us, our relations with both Arabs and natives continuing quiet 
and friendly. The work of construction of the Good News is the regular daily work. The main 
deck is now completed. It has been rather a tedious job, as we have had to make a lot of 
ironwork, such as eighteen eye-bolts, etc., which are amongst the missing things; indeed, we are 
making everything that is wanted as its turn comes along. 

“The daily schools and weekly worship and Sunday-school continue with regularity. We 
cannot but regard it, now commenced, as a sacred duty to continue these small efforts until help 
arrives. There is every promise that in efficient hands a substantial work will be effected.” 

- 

Urambo – There is not much to communicate as to this branch of the Central African 
Mission. From a letter from the Rev. T.F. Shaw, dated May 27th, we learn that he was well, and 
that the house he has been engaged for some time in building was near completion. Mr. Brooks, 
who has been Mr. Shaw’s companion for the past twelve months, writing on May 21st, also 
reports himself as quite well. He says that he ahs been “pegging away” with their “boys,” both in 
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school and in workshop, but that he has experienced great difficulty in keeping them. They drop 
off one by one, and seem to take little or no interest in what they are taught. Some of them, 
however, are giving him a little satisfaction. For some time past he has held a Sunday afternoon 
Bible-class with them. 

- 

Progress of the Rev. G.H. Lea – In our last number we referred to Mr. Lea’s departure 
from Zanzibar. On Sunday, July 18th, he was at Milali. We grieve to say that he had been 
suffering from a severe attack of fever; but, thanks to the kind care of Dr. Baxter and Mr. 
Roscoe, of the C.M.S. Mission, at Mamboia, and to the blessing of God upon their treatment, he 
had recovered from it, and was pressing forward, hoping to reach the Lake in about two months 
from that time. The next mail will be awaited with some anxiety. 

- 

Mr. Carson’s Arrival at North End of Nyassa – Those of our readers who have followed 
with interest the progress of Mr. Carson in his journey towards Tanganyika will be gratified to 
learn that, writing on May 15th, he reports himself as having reached Karongas at the northern 
extremity of Lake Nyassa, after a very favorable voyage. He was quite well, and was about to 
start on his land journey from one lake to the other. Leaving on Wednesday, May 19th, he hoped 
to accomplish the journey in three weeks. “My journey so far as been a pleasant one,” he writes, 
“and without any but trivial discomforts. Now I feel that I am about to enter on the more trying 
part of the way, and am approaching the work I came out to do. I pray that God will give me 
wisdom and strength to do it well.” 

November 
Pg 473 – “Monthly Notes” 
News from Abroad 

Central Africa – Mr. Carson’s Arrival at the Lake – Letters are to hand from Niumkorlo 
[Niamkolo], at the south end of Lake Tanganyika, announcing the safe arrival there of Mr. A. 
Carson, B.Sc. The last of these letters are dated June 27th. Mr. Swann had gone down from 
Kavala Island, in the Morning Star, to meet him, and they were to start the next day on the return 
voyage to that interesting island. Mr. Carson had had one attack of fever lasting two or three 
days, but with that exception he had been quite well. Mr. Swann reported all well at Kavala. 

Work at Home 
A Medical Missionary for Central Africa – On the same afternoon the Directors met and 

took leave of Mr. J. Kay Tomory, M.B.C.M., of Edinburgh University, who has volunteered for 
Central Africa. Mr. Tomory is now well on his way to Zanzibar. If spared to reach Kavala Island 
and to enjoy good health there, he will be a most valuable addition to the Central African staff. 
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Pg 483 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

Mr. J. Kay Tomory, M.B.C.M., appointed to Kavala Island, Central Africa, embarked for 
Malta, en route for Quillimane, per steamer Nuddea, September 25th. 

December 
Pg 504 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa – At Work on the Boiler of the “Good News” – Mr. A. Carson, B.Sc., 
announces in a mail recently received both his safe arrival at Kavala Island and the 
commencement of work upon the boiler of the little steamer, the Good News. His words are: - “I 
have now to report my arrival at Kavala on the 4th of July, in good health. Mr. Swanna brought 
me up in the Morning Star. I received a hearty welcome here from Captain and Mrs. Hore. I have 
commenced to get the boiler set up, and will confine my attention to it until it is in a forward 
condition. Since you were good enough to kindly warn me to take care of my health before 
leaving London, I am sure you will be glad to hear that I have enjoyed excellent health so far in 
Africa. I had one little attack, as I informed you before, on the journey; and a similar one, but 
quite trifling, since I came here. Otherwise I have had perfect health, and am now as well as ever 
I was in my life.” In a second letter, Mr. Carson adds: “I wrote the letter enclosed with this, 
anticipating that the mail would have gone some time ago. I have now only to add to what I 
therein stated, that I have got the plates of the boiler put together ready for riveting. I had to heat 
the plates to a low heat to get them brought together, but the joints look all very well now, and I 
think we are in a fair way to getting the boiler into shape.” 

1887 
January 
Pg 37 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa – Interview with Tippu Tib [Tippu Tip] – This notorious Arab trader and 
slave-dealer, whose name is a terror in Central Africa, recently paid a visit to Kavala Island, 
where he was entertained by Captain Hore, who thus speaks of the interview: - “His extensive 
caravan had been passing in driblets for a long time; and when it was heard that the great man 
himself was coming, our chief Kavala retired to the mainland, leaving only two small lots of 
people – one consisting of a very few in the village, in a state of mind something like that of the 
lepers in the Assyrian camp, and another set who, living near us, determined to cling to us as 
their protectors. Our repeated assurances of safety only drew forth the remark that anyhow they 
were all needed on the mainland for the intama harvest. Tippu Tib, however, as I expected, 
molested neither chief nor people in Uguha, and arrived here himself on July 4th, sailing again 
next day. In the evening my visitors set round our table in sociable fashion, eagerly listening to 
my description with European equivalents of Arabic words. I could not suit them there, but 
produced one of the tracts for Arabs of the University Mission, to the reading of which by 
Mohammed, Tippu Tib patiently listened. I then produced the Swahili New Testament. 
Mohammed, however, could not read that, so Tippu Tib handed it over to me, saying: ‘Read us 
some of it.’ This was what I had been leading to all the evening, and commenced at once reading 
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the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. v.). They were very pleased and astonished at the good Swahili, 
and listened quietly. Who knows but what a stray word may take root?” 

Pg 56 – “Notices of Books” 
To Lake Tanganyika in a Bath Chair. By Annie B. Hore. Sampson Low & Co. Price 7s. 

6d. 

Mrs. Hore left England in 1882 with her infant son, resolved to share in the life of her 
husband on Lake Tanganyika. The first stage of the journey from Zanzibar was successfully 
accomplished, but owing largely to the difficulties and delays attendant on the conveyance of a 
steel lifeboat to the lake at the same time, it was found to be advisable for her to return to 
England. In 1884 she again started with her little boy, intending this time to travel by the route 
via the Zambesi [Zambezi] River and Lake Nyassa. The outbreak of war between the Portuguese 
and the natives on the river brought this attempt to an abrupt end, after some trying experiences, 
and she had to retire to Natal. After a short interval she was able to join her husband on the coast, 
and a third attempt was made to reach the interior by the route originally intended, via Zanzibar. 
This time the travelers were remarkably successful, Captain Hore’s fertility of resources, tact, 
and determination, aided by the good sense and quiet courage of his wife, successfully 
overcoming all the difficulties of the long and toilsome journey, not the least among which was 
the serious illness of their little boy during the greater part of the time. 

Mrs. Hore has done well in giving the public this simple and graphic account of her 
remarkable experiences. The book does not pretend to be a description of the country or of the 
peoples. It is simply the narrative of the journey of the first European lady who has penetrated to 
Lake Tanganyika. Yet the general reader will get a better idea of the conditions of Central 
African life and travel from this little book than from many volumes of a more pretentious 
character. The Introduction, contributed by E.W., does not add much to the value of the book, 
and is disfigured by some glaring inaccuracies. The portraits of Mrs. Hore and “Jack” are not 
pleasing likenesses. The maps are excellent and valuable, and the narrative cannot fail to deepen 
the interest and sympathy of all who read it with the brave and devoted little company who are 
working for Christ in the far-off regions where Mrs. Hore and her husband are settled. 

February 
Pg 87 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Another Safe Arrival at Tanganyika – Four months have elapsed since our 
last notice of the progress of the Rev. G.H. Lea in his journey towards the Lake. He left Zanzibar 
on June 22nd last, and only now have definite tidings of him been received since July 18th, when, 
after a short illness, he had gone forward from Milali. We rejoice to be able to give in his own 
words the announcement of his safe arrival. Writing on September 28th, Mr. Lea says: - 

“I arrived at Ujiji last Thursday, after a journey of ninety-three days, in fairly good 
health, and without any disaster to my caravan. The journey has not bee all pleasure, and yet it 
has far exceeded my expectations, and I am exceedingly thankful to have got so far with so little 
suffering, and without losing a single load. I must confess that I am a little run down now, but 
that is owing to the long marches I have had towards the close of the journey. For two weeks I 
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have been traveling an average of eight hours per day, and this brought on a little fever, but I 
have revived since reaching Ujiji. I have had no serious illness since leaving Momboia, and I 
trust that God may bless me with the same measure of health and strength in the future that I 
have thus far enjoyed. Captain Hore came here yesterday, and we leave for Kavala tomorrow.” 

March 
Pg 118 – “Monthly Notes” 
Work at Home 

Welcome to Mr. Swann, of the Tanganyika Mission – On Monday, January 31st, Mr. A.J. 
Swann, who had just reached England from Central Africa, was very heartily welcomed home by 
the Board. Mr. Swann left this country in 1882, and during his four and a half years’ residence 
and work on the Lake has kept wonderfully well. Of the comrades who went forth with him, 
three – Penry, Dineen, and Dunn – and two others who succeeded them, succumbed to tropical 
disease, but he has been graciously preserved and looks but little worse for the hardships he has 
undergone. Of strong constitution, and living as he has done, an active life as mate to Captain 
Hore, he finds it possible to keep well and to work hard even in Central Africa. In introducing 
him, the Foreign Secretary referred in warm terms to the great affection and esteem in which Mr. 
Swann is held by his companions, and announced with satisfaction that at the end of his furlough 
he fully intends to return to his station. Mr. Swann briefly replied to the words of welcome 
addressed to him, and spoke of the joy he had in his work. His Master, he said, had not disdained 
to toil at the bench, and he felt that if in a humble way he could help on the emancipation of 
Africa, that would be to him an ample reward. 

Pg 128 – “Announcements” 
Arrivals in England 

Mr. A.J. Swann, from Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, per steamer Roslin Castle, 
January 28th. 

April 
Pg 163 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Rough Weather on Tanganyika – Captain Hore, when sending off the last 
mail from Ujiji, which he had taken over from Kavala Island in the Morning Star, furnishes the 
following narrative of his adventures on the way: - “I have had an unusually bad passage across,” 
he reports, “being forty-eight hours from Kavala to Kigoma Bay, where I always now come on 
account of the dangerous shallows off Ujiji town. A most exceptional fall of rain occurred during 
my passage across – the worst, I think, that I have ever encountered – and accompanied by 
dangerous squalls. Several large waterspouts were in our immediate neighborhood, and one, I 
feared, would have swamped us; but it was suddenly cut in two by a low passing cloud, just as 
the waterspout and boat seemed to be drawing together. For four hours the rain was so dense, it 
was like night; every man, including myself, literally shivered with cold; and it took the 
continued exertions (baling) of myself and three men to keep the rain from completely filling the 
open compartments of the boat. Here, at Ujiji, great damage was done both by rain and lightning. 
One large tembe was completely dissolved away, and nearly every house suffered. All say they 
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have never seen such a rain before. Nearly all the principal Arabs were assembled in one house 
when it was struck by lightning, and unroofed over where they were sitting. They were half 
buried and terribly frightened, but suffered no real damage. A number of guns and swords in the 
house were shivered to atoms.” 

- 

A Taste of Civilization – The Rev. G.H. Lea is now safely settled at Kavala Island. 
Captain Hore took him across from the eastern side. Referring to his arrival, Mr. Lea says: - “I 
was received very kindly by Mrs. Hore and Mr. Carson, and very much enjoyed the good 
breakfast provided by Mrs. Hore. It seemed as though I had come into a civilized country again 
to sit down and drink tea out of china cups. Then I had been very sick in crossing the Lake, and 
this increased my appreciation of home comforts. 

“I am occupying the house lately vacated by Mr. Swann, and have drawn all the comfort 
out of it possible. I find a difference, of course. The mud walls, and, in fact, mud everything, are 
a little different from my comfortable apartments at Clifton. But then I am a missionary, whose 
province it is to make the best of everything, and I shall try to do this.” 

As regards work, Mr. Lea adds: - “I am now teaching the alphabet to a class of from 
twenty to thirty boys. The girls Mrs. Hore is kindly caring for.” 

- 

Progress of Dr. Tomory – Mr. J.K. Tomory, M.B., C.M., has been pushing on towards the 
Lake by the southern route. When last he wrote he was at Vicentis, on the Zambesi [Zambezi], 
and was to leave there in the steamship Lady Nyassa on January 4th. He hoped to reach the 
northern end of Lake Nyassa by the end of January, and the south end of Tanganyika by the third 
week in February. All being well, he ought by this time to be comfortably stationed at Kavala 
Island. 

May 
Pg 193 – “The London Missionary Society During the Victorian Era*” 

By Rev. Edward Storrow, Brighton 

*A sequel to “Missions during the Victorian Age,” which appeared in the January 
Chronicle. For the contents of this article the writer only is responsible. 

… 

Then it is only ten years since the Central African Mission was formed. The money and 
the lives it has cost – great as both have been – should not overshadow its immense importance, 
and every Christian, and especially everyone familiar with the history of missions, should “learn 
to labor and wait…” 
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June 
Pg 233 – “Our Ninety-Third Anniversary” 

… 

Several missionaries who had lately returned home were then presented to the Board by 
the Foreign Secretary – viz., the Rev. J.P. Ashton, M.A., and Mrs. Ashton, of Calcutta; the Rev. 
J.A. Lambert, of Ranee Khet; the Rev. Arnold Foster, B.A., and Mrs. Foster, of Hanknow, and 
the Rev T.F. Shaw, of Urambo, Central Africa; and in addition to those who had come, there 
were others on the eve of departure for their stations abroad – viz., the Rev. W.E. Clarke, 
proceeding to Somoa; the Rev. D.P. Jones and Mrs. Hones, and the Rev. R. Stewart Wright, to 
Central Africa. 

… 

Turning to the commissariat, you will want to know what provision we have to make for 
our Society’s work. I must, therefore, read the balance-sheet for the year. It stands thus: Receipts 
– contributions from various sources, £72,430; colonial and foreign auxiliaries, £4,686; mission 
stations, £1,839; subscriptions locally appointed, £17,503; making the total contributions from 
the living, £96,460; legacies, £4,790; dividends, £4,132; making a total income of £105,382 17s. 
1d.; expenditure, £121,100. It will be seen that that means a deficiency of £15,700; but £778 was 
in our hands on reserve legacy account, and that was put into the current funds of the Society, 
leaving a balance against the Society of £14,948. [£1,000 in 1887 is ~$181,487.57 in 2020, 
making total Society expenditure ~$21.9 million] 

… 

Now I turn to the field of work. It has often been said that missions to the heathen afford 
the best evidence of the truth of Christianity. I do not pretend all is bright. Far from it. There 
have been reverse and disappointments; there are dark shadows on some parts of the field just 
now. But while there are dark places in the mission-field, the general evidence of the report tends 
to confirm our faith and to encourage our hearts. China and New Guinea will have advocates in 
this meeting in the persons of my honored and loved friends, Mr. Jonathan Lees and Mr. 
Chalmers, who can tell you more about these fields than I can venture to do, and who will, I 
hope, touch your hearts with the greatness of the need of those fields. You will learn from the 
report how much cause we have to thank God in the Madagascar Mission and in Central Africa. 
Less than a year ago some of our timid friends were actually asking us to withdraw from that 
Mission, but, thank God! the Society made up its mind not to draw back. Our faith was feeble, 
but God has graciously rewarded us already. This has been the brightest year we have had of the 
ten years of the Central African Mission. There has not been a death in our ranks there, and we 
thank God for that. Further, those who have journeyed there have done so in safety. Thus God 
teaches His people not to fear, but to go forward, and leads them to expect that if they will only 
be faithful to the trust that is given to them, He will be faithful to His promises to His Son. From 
various parts of the field come reports of actual results of such a nature as to prove the might 
power of God’s Spirit. From China, from India, from Madagascar, from South Africa, we have 
testimony of the way in which God’s Spirit is working, blessing the read Word, blessing the 
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living voice, going as heaven with the Word into the heart and life of the people, and changing 
them and making them new creatures in Christ Jesus. There is no standing still in this work of 
grace, and there will be no standing still until “the earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord…” 

Pg 272 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

The Rev. D.P. Jones, returning to Central Africa, with Mrs. Jones, and the Rev. R. 
Stewart Wright, appointed to Central Africa, embarked for Quillimane, en route for South End 
station, Lake Tanganyika per steamer Pembroke Castle, May 11th 

Arrivals in England 
The Rev. T.F. Shaw, from Urambo, Central Africa, per steamer Navarino, April 23rd. 

July 
Pg 309 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. African Apprentices – In giving details of his work at Kavala Island, Mr. 
A. Carson, B.Sc., tells the Foreign Secretary that he has had the assistance of a Swahili 
blacksmith, trained by Mr. Roxburgh, who far surpasses as a workman what he expected to find 
in Africa, and whose work does great credit to the man himself and to Mr. Roxburgh’s training. 
Mr. Carson has also a native lad of Kavala Island as an apprentice, who is getting on very well as 
a workman. Just before writing he had taken a second apprentice, and altogether he feels justified 
in saying that there is every reason to expect that many Africans can be taught to work and 
become industrious. He has had no difficulty in getting on with the natives, and on the whole 
likes them, as well as pities them. 

- 

School at Urambo – There is a small school for boys at Urambo, which is, for the present, 
under the charge of Mr. Brooks. He says that it is looking up as regards numbers, but cautions us 
against thinking too much of the improvement. The Urambo people are fickle. By the end of the 
week Mr. Brooks might lose half of his scholars, but on the day upon which he wrote he had 
nineteen names on the register. He is looking and longing for greater things than this. May his 
wishes speedily become realized! 

Pg 335 – “Announcements” 
Ordinations 

On Thursday evening, May 5th, Mr. R. Stewart Wright was ordained in Augustine 
Church, Edinburgh, the Rev. J. Gregory presiding. Dr. Adamson (E.U.) read appropriate 
passages of Scripture, and the Rev. Dr. Simon offered prayer. Mr. A.J. Swann, mate of the 
Mission fleet on Lake Tanganyika, then described the field of labor in Central Africa, for which 
Mr. Wright has volunteered. Dr. Lowe (Edinburgh Medical Mission) asked the ordination 
questions, to which Mr. Wright responded clearly and satisfactorily, and the Rev. Edward H. 
Jones, Home Secretary, offered the ordination prayer. The Rev. Dr. Falding, Principal of 
Rotherham College, gave the charge. The Revs. E.A. Wareham and R. Stewart also took part in 
the service. 
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August 
Pg 356 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Illness at Kavala Island – Discouraging tidings once more reach us from 
Lake Tanganyika. From the mail to hand on Monday, the 4th ult., bringing letters dated April 4th, 
we find that the entire Mission at Kavala Island had been suffering. Captain Hore went to 
Niumkorlo [Niamkolo], at the south end of the Lake, in the hope of there meeting Dr. Tomory; 
but after waiting ten days in vain he had to return without him, and thoroughly prostrate. In his 
voyage down he had encountered very bad weather, and, in consequence of exposure, took cold, 
and was attacked with inflammation of the lungs. On reaching home, he found during his 
absence they had had a very trying time. Small-pox was prevalent on the island. The school was 
broken up, and little “Jack” took the disease. While nursing him, and in consequence of anxiety 
and the great strain upon her, Mrs. Hore became seriously ill while her husband was far away. 
Mr. Lea, though suffering at the time from fever, did all that he possibly could for her, and took 
little “Jack” off her hands. Mr. Carson had also a bad attack of fever. There was improvement all 
round, we are thankful to say, when the mail left; and as the rainy season was almost at an end, it 
is hoped that the improvement would be permanent. The caravan containing the last requisites 
for the Good News was still blocked on the road, much to the grief and disappointment of our 
friends, who have so long looked for its coming. 

Mr. Brooks, of Urambo, was quite well on April 25th. 

Pg 367 – “Announcements” 
Marriage 

Swann – Housden – June 16th, at Finsbury Chapel, Finsbury Circus, by the Rev. Edward 
H. Jones, assisted by the Rev. T. Kench, Mr. A.J. Swann, of Central Africa, to Jane Emmelar, 
daughter of the late Mr. George Housden, of London. 

September 
Pg 1071 – “Missionary Contributions to Civilization” 

By Rev. James Johnston, Prescot, Lanc. 

… 

The communcations of missionaries to the Royal Geographical Society are abundant 
proof of their services on behalf of research and science. In the exploration of Equatorial Africa 
the illustrious name of Livingstone will be permanently associated with the London Missionary 
Society… Through regions of Madagascar previously little known the missionaries have 
penetrated to the south-west, south-east, and north-east coasts, and through the inland belts of 
forest people by the Tanala; and already from the comparatively young Mission at Tanganyika 
we are becoming acquainted with the adjoining countries and the characteristics of far-away 
tribes. The contributions of missionaries to the sciences of language, geography, ethnology, and 
mineralogy are the more readily received because their information is more useful and complete 
than from other sources, which Professor Agaseiz endorsed in the following manner: “Few are 
aware how much we owe the missionaries for their intelligent observation of facts and their 
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collecting of specimens.” There is not a museum in Europe which has not been enriched by the 
thousands of specimens of birds, animals, insects, minerals, and implements which missionaries 
have gathered and brought from all parts of the world… 

Pg 388 – “Monthly Notes” 
Central Africa. Arrival of Missionaries at Quillimane – Satisfactory tidings are to hand of 

the missionary party that left England on May 11th. This party consisted of the Rev. D.P. Jones, 
who has already had three or four years’ experience of Central African life, Mrs. Jones, and the 
Rev. R. Stewart Wright. From a letter dated June 20th, we learn that the voyage to Quillimane 
had been successfully accomplished, that all the members of the party were in excellent health, 
and that the prospect of getting away and proceeding inland was better than had been anticipated. 
They hoped to leave Quillimane by June 24th or 25th. 

Some missionaries connected with the Church Missionary Society and others going to 
Livingstonia (the Presbyterian Mission on Nyassa) were fellow-travelers with our own 
contingent, and the companionship proved most happy and refreshing. Differences of creed and 
forms of worship were lost sight of, and all met as Christian brothers and sisters without 
prejudice or ill-feeling. Before parting from one another they held a prayer-meeting and united 
communion service. 

October 
Pg 450 – “Monthly Notes” 
News from Abroad 

Central Africa. Arrival at Kavala Island – A cablegram is to hand from Zanzibar, 
announcing the safe arrival of Dr. Tomory at Kavala Island, on June 6th, and adding the 
satisfactory word, Well. This may be taken to refer to the Mission generally, and we may hope 
that the illness of different members of it, alluded to in our August number, soon came to an end. 
Indeed, letters of a later date than those speaking of that illness have been received, from which 
we gather that the invalids were better. 

- 

Boys’ School at Kavala Island – Our readers will remember that this school, which was 
started by Capt. Hore at the request of the chief, is now in the hands of the Rev. G.H. Lea. Early 
in January Mr. Lea received eight boarders for the school. Five of these were from Luanda, and 
among them Kassanga’s son. Three others were from Kavala. He had garments made for the 
boys out of Amerikani (calico), consisting of cap, kanzu, and trousers, trimmed with strips of 
blue kaniki, and very nice, he says, they look in them. He began holding school twice a day, and 
his method of conducting it is as follows: he opens school with the Lord’s Prayer, which all 
repeat, and then they sing a hymn. Next he hears them repeat passages of Scripture, and teaches 
them other passages. After this begins the work of teaching to read, which is done by means of 
the black-board, pipeclay being used as a substitute for chalk. The pipeclay was taken out to 
clean a sun-helmet with. At the close of school they have a little drill exercise. In the afternoon 
the method is varied somewhat, Mr. Lea teaches them to sing and to count. He has already taught 
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them the following hymns: “Safe in the arms of Jesus,” “Rock of Ages,” “Forth in Thy name, O 
Lord, I go,” “Adeste Fideles,” “Jesus, meek and lowly,” and “I need Thee, precious Jesus.” 
Singing is an enjoyment to them, and they quickly learn both tune and words. Their teacher adds 
that he only wishes they made equally rapid progress in reading, but this is not yet the case. 

Work at Home 
At the same meeting the Directors took leave of… the Rev. C.D. Helm and Mrs. Helm 

returning to Matebeleland for a second term of service in that difficult field of labor, and with 
them the Rev. Bowen Rees, who, though so severely tried in his brief career in Central Africa, is 
still bent on missionary service… Mr. Rees said he had lost health in Central Africa, had lost 
near relatives since coming home, but had not lost the missionary spirit, and was glad to go forth 
once more… 

November 
Pg 495 – “Announcements” 
Arrivals in England 

Mr. J.H.E. Hemans, and Mrs. Hemans, from Jamaica, per steamer Don, at Southampton, 
October 15th. 

December 
Pg 514 – “Monthly Notes” 

Central Africa. Kavala Island, Lake Tanganyika – In our October number we announced 
the safe arrival at Kavala Island of Dr. Tomory. Now it is our pleasure to report his 
commencement of work. He writes: - “I have to inform you that I have begun my medical work, 
and have treated above fifty patients already. I have also managed to get one bed set aside for use 
of patients, and have thus the nucleus of a hospital. I have at present a boy under treatment for 
scrofulous ulcer of the leg, who is improving rapidly. 

“The health of the staff here has been on the whole very good since I last wrote. Mrs. 
Hore had a slight attack of erysipelas on the face, but is now better. Mr. Carson is quite well 
again, and is not on my ‘books’ at all just now. I have had one attack of fever since last writing. 
Otherwise I have been and am now in splendid health. 

“As you already know, I have, in lack of anyone else who has the time, taken up the 
school work carried on by Mr. Lea. I am afraid I never was ‘cut out’ for a schoolmaster; but I 
think the boys, on the whole, are advancing. You have no idea how easily they will do a thing by 
rote; their memories are wonderful. I am almost sure they would learn off a piece of English or 
Latin, if repeated often enough to them, without understanding a word. They are very much like 
parrots in this respect, and the first thing they have to learn is to use their eyes, and not their 
memories, when reading a passage from a book. Of course the attendance is irregular, but I 
usually get fourteen present. Of these, two can read pretty well, two others can read slightly, and 
the rest are learning the alphabet. It requires considerable ingenuity on my part to keep them 
from committing the sounds to memory without being able to distinguish a single letter. But I 
have good hopes of them, and they have much to put up with in having me for a teacher. I hope a 
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man will soon be sent out to undertake this work, as well as the more direct preaching work to 
both children and adults. I hope to be able to report progress from time to time.” 

Captain Hore also reports as follows: - “On the 8th of this month the boiler of the Good 
News was safely lowered into the engine-room. After consideration of many schemes, I decided 
upon the ordinary mode of procedure – of hoisting the boiler up by shear-legs. It answered 
admirably, and all went safely and well. All the water space of the boiler being screwed up air-
tight, I fitted blocks of pithwood closely together so as entirely to fill the fire or open space, and 
by this means the boiler became quite buoyant, and was half rolled and half floated out into the 
lake under the shear-legs, which were at some distance off the beach. The rope and tackles sent 
were just the right thing, and I am very thankful that all the goods sent for the Good News turned 
out well. Just now I am fixing various deck fittings lately arrived and the rigging is all now 
properly set up, to the new chain plates, which look ship-shape and satisfactory.” 

1888 
January 
Pg 47 – “Work at Home” 

Welcome by the Board – The Revs. George Owen, of Peking, and G.H. Lea, from Lake 
Tanganyika, were on Monday, December 12th, received by the Directors. They were introduced 
by the Foreign Secretary, and heartily and appropriately welcomed by A. Marshall, Esq., 
Chairman of the Board. 

Mr. Owen is a China missionary… 

Mr. Lea has been compelled to return home after a very brief stay in Central Africa, only 
eighteen months having elapsed since he went out. But during that short time he suffered greatly 
from fever, and when at Blantyre, on his way home, was very ill indeed. The Foreign Secretary 
read from a letter written by the medical missionary at that station in which a detailed description 
of Mr. Lea’s symptoms was given, and the need for his return urged. The attack of malarial fever 
he was at that time suffering from was the twenty-sixth he had had since reaching Kavala Island. 
He expressed his sorrow for having put the Society to much seemingly useless expense; but 
though he came back disappointed, he was full of enthusiasm for the work, and though that the 
future was full of promise for Africa. 

Pg 63 – “Announcements” 
Arrivals in England 

The Rev. G.H. Lea, from Kavala Island, Central Africa, per steamer Hawarden Castle, at 
Plymouth, November 27th. 

February 
Pg 86 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa. A Great Disappointment – It is with intense sorrow that we report another 
failure of health in the staff. Dr. Tomory, whose progress towards the Lake we watched with so 
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much interest, and from whose arrival and presence there was so much was hoped, is, we grieve 
to say, invalided home, having completely broken down. Captain Hore writes: - Dr. Tomory has 
several times been very unwell since his arrival, and lately the symptoms indicate a severe 
affection of the liver. A fever or two, which to a robust person would have caused but little 
alarm, aggravated the more chronic complaint, and produced much weakness. A committee 
meeting was held, and it was decided that Dr. Tomory should go by the Good News to the South 
End, proceed to Muinyi Wanda’s in the hope of obtaining the assistance of Dr. Cross, of the Free 
Church Mission; and, if that gentleman confirmed their opinion, that Dr. Tomory should then 
proceed home by the Nyassa route. Dr. Tomory’s own letter we refrain from quoting. It is the 
utterance of a man heart-broken with grief and disappointment. By later news we learn that he 
was somewhat better by the time he reached Dr. Cross’s station, but was advised to proceed 
home. 

- 

The “Good News” running at Last – In the midst of this sorry a welcome telegram from 
Zanzibar arrived announcing that the Society’s steam launch, the Good News, is running on 
Tanganyika. Five years have elapsed since the vessel was sent out, but after many delays she is 
at last steaming on the Lake. She was put together at the south end of Tanganyika; after a 
successful launch, was taken under canvas to Kavala Island in 1885 and now is running under 
steam. Let us hope that she will justify her name, and prove a great boon to the Mission, and to 
the natives for whom the Mission exists. By letter we learn that she successfully ran first to Ujiji, 
and then to the South End. 

- 

“As Iron sharpeth Iron,” etc. – Writing from Uyui, Mr. A. Brooks, of Urambo, says: - “I 
have come over here to get a lift up in the spiritual life, and I have got it; have been here now a 
week; leave to-morrow morning. Here with Bishop Parker, Messrs. Blackburn and Hooper, I 
have had a grand time. The dear Lord, I am sure, has had complete possession of us. The Bishop 
is such a real godly man, I wish we were all like him. Wherever he goes I feel he will set people 
on fire, as he has set me. I am leaving to-morrow. Oh! may I be kept burning. Please put me 
down on your prayer list; for I shall need it so very much. The solitary life in Africa is so very 
hard, and until one comes in contact with real warm Christians, one hardly knows how cold one 
has got.” 

April 
Pg 175 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa. Trouble with the Arabs at the North End of Lake Nyassa – The daily 
papers have informed us of this, notably the Munchester Guardian of Saturday, February 25th, 
which had several columns of detailed narrative and a leader on it. Finding themselves menaced 
with the competition of European commerce, and seeing the danger of collapse of their nefarious 
traffic in human flesh, the Arabs in East Central Africa are growing insolent and aggressive. For 
the past two or three years symptoms of coming difficulties have been noted. Now the storm 
cloud has burst. A station at the north-west side of Lake Nyassa has been besieged for five days, 
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and with difficulty held by a small band of Scotchmen, Englishmen, and natives, with Arabs 
erecting platforms upon neighboring trees, and attacking with great persistence and 
determination. The arrival of a strong body of friendly natives, who came to the rescue of the 
beleaguered party, caused the Arabs to beat a hasty retreat, but probably only to gather 
reinforcements, and return to the charge. Our alternative route to Tanganyika, via Quillimane, 
the Shire River, and Lake Nyassa is thus threatened. Dr. Tomory, who was on his way home in 
broken health, was detained by this attack of the Arabs, and was one of the party besieged. He 
has since left, and will soon, it is hoped, be in England. 

May 
Pg 204 – “Settling at Fwambo’s” 

Our two brethren, the Revs. D.P. Jones and R. Stewart Wright, write in excellent spirits 
concerning themselves ans their prospects. They approached Lake Tanganyika from the south by 
the Lake Nyassa route, and, instead of descending to the shores of Tanganyika, decided, as they 
were authorized by the Directors to do, to settle upon the highlands to the south of it. As will be 
seen from the following letter from Mr. Jones to the Foreign Secretary, they have fixed upon 
Fwambo’s, which is about fifty miles to the south end of the Lake, as their chief station. When 
the letters left, they whole of the party, including Mrs. Jones, were in good health. 

“Since I wrote you last so many changes have taken place, and, I am glad to say, so much 
progress made, that it seems as if a whole twelvemonth had elapsed instead of barely two 
months. We arrived at Fwambo’s on the 21st of September, and camped on the plain near the 
village under a huge tree, which afforded us ample protection from the mid-day sun. Seeing that 
we had to fix upon a place whereon to build, we though it best to remain here for a few days and 
have a good look round. Therefore on the following day we proceeded to make excursions in the 
neighborhood. 

“First of all, seeing there was a beautiful stream passing through Fwambo’s village, we 
followed it, hoping we might come to a higher country, and yet have water near the house – 
water is everywhere a necessity, but here it is necessary that it should be close at hand, for we 
require such a quantity of it, and we might at any moment be besieged by a hostile tribe. This 
river led us to a district which altogether exceeded our anticipations – a high, well-drained, and 
beautiful country; in fact, it seemed to have no drawback whatever; and if we had not heard so 
much about Zombe, which certainly had the advantage of being nearer the Lake, we should have 
decided on this spot without any scruple. But not wishing to be hasty, and Zombe having been 
recommended to us by several persons who had seen it as a most suitable country for a mission 
station, we made up our minds to see it before we should come to any decision. Therefore, on the 
Saturday following, Mr. Wright and I went, leaving Mrs. Jones in camp (Mr. Nicol, African 
Lakes Company’s agent, being with her), and we arrived at the little lake, which is two miles this 
side of it, about twelve o’clock, the distance being eighteen miles. We found it a fine country, 
but if it had any fault it was rather too rich, and the grass grew to a great height; besides, this 
little lake (which is about two miles in length, and nearly the same breadth) is partly dried in the 
dry season, and forms a great marsh [I think this is the Uningi Pans], and, being exactly to 
windward of Zombe (the prevalent wind blowing from south-east), might affect the healthiness 
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of it. On the whole, we concluded this was the better place of the two; besides, being a populous 
district, and Zombe absolutely a desert, we should be compelled to remain here for a while in 
either case, as in the latter place we could not get men to build our houses. However, it is far 
more satisfactory to have fixed at once upon a good locality, and one which has the appearance 
of not only becoming a permanent, but also a most convenient station of the Tanganyika 
Mission. Being over 5,000 feet above the sea, and entirely free from swamps, it must be fairly 
healthy; and I have little doubt that eventually it will be utilized as a sanatorium for invalided 
missionaries. 

“As to the people, it is perhaps somewhat early to give an opinion. However, they seem 
to be rather superior to the ordinary run of Africans. Instead of being cowardly, lazy, and 
indifferent, they seem to be men of high and independent spirit – men who are willing, even 
eager, to work; and the specimens that we have seen, both in wood and iron, prove them to be 
very ingenious and capable of turning out work that more civilized people would have no need to 
be ashamed of; but, more than all, they seem to be men who can be easily trained, and are 
anxious to improve themselves in every respect. I have little hesitation in saying that it promises 
to be an excellent field, though doubtless it will take us years to make an impression on them in a 
spiritual sense, for they have been neglected for many centuries. 

“On the Monday following our arrival we removed our tents, and at once commenced 
operations. A great number of men came up immediately after to seek work, most of whom we 
hired, and before night we had had a good quantity of building material carried in. We hired 
forty men at the rate of six yards of calico a month, and twenty more at the rate of one yard for 
six days, as we did not want the whole number for a month. When the six days were ended and 
we gave the twenty their yard, they were so dissatisfied with the length that they threw it back in 
disgust. Of course, native-like, they had never heeded the agreement, but had seized the 
opportunity of getting work from the Mzungu (the white man), thinking he would not fail to give 
them a ‘big piece’ of cloth. Seeing how their brethren had been treated, the other forty joined 
them, and declared that unless we would give them four yards for what they had done, they 
would all return to the village. Well, we simply let them go, knowing that in a day or two they 
would come to their senses again. It happened that the day before Mr. Carson and Dr. Tomory 
had arrived here, having come down by the steamer. Captain Hore had remained at Niumkorlo 
[Niamkolo]. As the latter had given us an invitation to go with him to Kavala and spend a month 
there, I persuaded my wife to go, as she had had already a few weeks in a tent, and there was no 
possibility of getting into a house under a fortnight; besides, her health was not good, having had 
a slight attack of fever the day after we arrived; but the men having deserted us, it looked 
somewhat doubtful whether we would get porters. However, we succeeded at the last minute in 
getting men from another village, together with a few of Dr. Tomory’s men, who were returning 
to the Lake. So on the following day my wife left, Messrs. Carson and Nicol going with her. I 
fully intended going to the Lake myself, the distance being only two days’ journey; but, under 
the circumstances, it was impossible. 

“Two days after the men came up to settle the dispute. After much discussion and no 
small amount of explanation, we gave each man his pay for the six days he had worked one and a 
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half yards; but, needless to say, they were still far from satisfied. Before they left, however, we 
offered them for the future two yards a week – two yards of calico being equal to 1s. 8d. They 
accepted these terms readily, and ever since we have not had the least difficulty with them. Every 
week far more men come up than we need, so that we have our choice of the best of them. On 
the whole, they work very well, but we have to be continually superintending them; this, in fact, 
takes up nearly all our time, so that we have little or no leisure for the language. One cannot but 
be surprised at the way they have improved in every respect during the few weeks we have had 
them with us. If their civilization proceeds at the same rate in future, we shall soon have well-
behaved and well-trained men about us. 

“I had the first room of the house ready over a fortnight ago, and I lost no time in moving 
into it, for it is much cooler than the tent; in fact, it is as cool in the house as anyone could desire, 
even at midday. The house is a large one, being thirty-nine feet long and thirteen feet wide. 
There are in it three rooms, each measuring thirteen feet each way. The height of the wall is 
twelve feet. It is a ‘wattle and daub’ house, but very solidly built, and will probably last six or 
seven years. The roof is rather a poor one; the natives did not know how to fasten the grass on, 
and I am afraid I shall have to put it on a second time, unless the rains should interfere. On the 
whole, it is a fairly good house, and undoubtedly the cheapest of its size in Central Africa. It will 
only cost the Society about £10 [~$1,800], probably less. In a mission whose expenditure every 
year is so great, we need to economize, and I am glad we shall have at least one station which 
will cost the Society only a trifle. 

“We have had a very busy time since we arrived here, what with looking after the men, 
and making doors, shutters, etc.; but I have no doubt that to this as much as anything can be 
attributed the fact of our having enjoyed good health throughout; in fact, hitherto I have not had a 
day’s illness since leaving England. It would be a strange sight to some of our ministers at home 
to see two of their ordained brethren, with sleeves tucked up, busy roofing and plastering, 
making doors and window-shutters out of provision cases, etc.; but here we have to put our 
hands to all kinds of work. It was not an easy task to build houses of this size in six weeks, but 
we have managed it, and with blunt instruments – men who have never before set eyes on a 
European house. Many of them look in as they pass, and lift their hands in amazement, but they 
merely exclaim: ‘The white man! the white man!!’ 

“The news from Lake Nyassa is very discouraging. At Karonga’s the Arabs and natives 
are at war, and the African Lakes Company’s station is in imminent danger.* From Bandawe and 
the Angoni country the news is equally sad. But though we are comparatively near, the state of 
things on Lake Nyassa does not affect us here in the least; for, fortunately, there are no Arabs in 
this district – the nearest are at Ziendwe and Fripa – else we might be in fear and trembling. It 
does seem sad that after ten years’ successful work at Baddawe, the Free Church people are 
simply waiting for the natives to attack them, and are ready to burn their stores and escape with 
their lives. I fear there is trouble in store for us all before the Gospel has gained a firm hold of the 
Africans, for there are so many adverse elements in the field; but it is a comfort to think that the 
Almighty is watching over us at all times, and that He can overrule all things for the good of His 
people and His cause. Our trust in Him is much stronger here than in peaceful England. We have 
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had two or three good showers of rain, but the rainy season does not seem to have commenced. It 
always set in in Uguha in the last week of September. Its being so late has been very fortunate 
for us, for building in the rain would have been, to say the least, unpleasant. 

“I brought with me a few plants from Blantyre, such as orange, loquat, cherry, fig, etc., 
which I immediately planted when we settled here, hoping they would be commencement of a 
fruit-garden; but the white ants threaten to destroy them all. It was not a good time to plant them, 
two or three months before the rains, I suppose, when they are watered, they attract the ants. The 
fig grows wild here, and seems a very good kind. 

“The chief (Fwambo) sends us milk nearly every day, for in his village there is a herd of 
cattle. We are looking forward to the time when we shall have cattle of our own. The country is 
free from tsetse, and the grass is short. 

“Everything being so favorable, I think we shall be very comfortable here, and I shall be 
very much disappointed if we do not enjoy fairly good health.” 

*Happily this is for the present averted. – See Chronicle for April. 

Pg 224 – “News from Abroad” 
Central Africa. Kavala Island – On another page we give an account of the new 

settlement at Fwambo’s. Writing from Kavala Island, Captain Hore says: - “The Good News is 
growing in efficiency and good appearance. I have just finished the bath-room arrangements, 
also the hatches and rain covers, and have made a square sail, etc. I have also just finished 
deepening the dock by 18 inches, the depth the lake has lost this year. The earthquake still 
continues, sometimes every day, but the shocks are less severe. We are all pretty well, except, as 
I say, that I am gradually diminishing in strength. Mr. Carson continues well, and all things 
round us are peaceful and favorable. Oh, for men to keep the work going! It would indeed be sad 
if it were to fail for these; but fail it must, unless plenty of efficient men come out.” 

Pg 244 – “Announcements” 
Arrivals in England 

Mr. J.K. Tomory, M.B., C.M., from Central Africa, per steamer Roslin Castle, April 17th. 

June 
Pg 245 – “The Society’s Anniversary” 

The ninety-fourth anniversary of the London Missionary Society is now a thing of the 
past, and the work of its ninety-fifth year in full operation. Favored by exceptionally genial 
weather, the meetings of the week were well sustained, while as regards “Missionary Sunday” a 
brighter, more balmy day than May 13th one could not desire nor have. In accordance with long-
established custom the present number of the Chronicle consists of a record of the various 
proceedings by which the anniversary was celebrated. 

Meeting for Prayer 
Monday, May 7th, was bright and warm, and promised well for the week. A meeting for 

prayer was held in the Board Room at the Mission House from 10 to 11 o’clock, the Rev. R. 
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Balgarnie presiding. The attendance was not so large as we could wish to see, but an earnest 
spirit prevailed, and the hour spent in praise and prayer was refreshing and helpful. The meeting 
was an “open” one, no one being called upon by name to take part. A hymn, a few words of 
Scripture, followed by two or three prayers, then a repetition of this with modification in the 
order, was the method adopted, the result being that life, point, brevity, and freedom from all 
restraint characterized the gathering from the beginning to the close. Mr. Balgarnie, after reading 
Acts i. 8, 9, gave a short address on the need of power in all our work for God, especially that 
done for Him among the heathen, assuring his hearers that God will find both men and money if 
we look to Him for them. From his own personal experience he illustrated God’s willingness to 
do both the one and the other. The Revs. J. Sleigh, from the Loyalty Islands, S. Gladstone, of 
Sleaford, E.S. Prout, M.A., of Sunderland, and John Jones, from Maré, Mr. J.H.E. Hemans, from 
Jamaica, an unknown visitor, the Rev. Harry Scott, from New Guinea, and the Rev. Dr. Tyler 
took part. 

… 

Mr. A.J. Swann 
Mr. A.J. Swann, of the Good News, Lake Tanganyika, said: My Lord, Ladies, and 

Gentlemen, - With only twenty minutes to reach port, I must set all sail. I rise to second this 
resolution with a heart full of love to the Lord Jesus Christ, and in sympathy with every word of 
it, but more especially with the latter clause that says that you will “endeavor during the coming 
year more adequately to provide the means in men and money required for carrying on the work 
which has been entrusted to the Society by God.” Now, I like to be practical, and I am going to 
support this part of the resolution with my life. You must say: “You did that in 1882.” Well, in a 
sense that is true; but I have been told lately that a man’s wife is his better half, and so it strikes 
me that in 1882 I only gave the Lord the worst half, and I am going this year to give Him “the 
better half.” 

God’s Work in Central Africa 
This resolution applies more particularly, I think, to our Mission in Central Africa. It 

says, “Go on!” and where else have we need to go on so much as we have there? Central Africa! 
– the very name sends a thrill through many a heart here as you remember its past history; we 
seem to hear the names of those who have done battle there for the Master, and fallen with their 
face towards the foe; men who were not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who by their 
devotion, self-denial, and death had given abundant proof of the existence in these our days of 
personal witness for the Master. Moffat is dead, Livingstone is dead; but God liveth and reigneth, 
and shall reign in spite of all His enemies. He has been at work on all our mission-fields. What 
has He done in Central Africa? Well, to sum it up in a few words, He has started by taking to the 
Great Lake s small boat called the Morning Star. Men said we were fanatics. Well, they very 
often say that when we get enthusiastic over the work of God. But to-day she floats, a witness to 
what can be done by men who have got the work of God at their very hearts. 

The Power of a Godly Life 
I well remember standing at Ujiji, that historic town, and looking at the very spot where 

Stanley met Livingstone. Why, I felt it was sacred ground, and very properly the London 
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Missionary Society’s field of labor; and I thought, my lord: “Well, if that good man was as good 
as we read he was, he has left some trace behind him.” I said to one grey Arab, a man who is the 
cause of the death of hundreds of Central African people every year: “Did you know Dr. David 
Livingstone? do you remember him?” He said, “No.” My heart went down. I said, “Don’t you 
know the man who used to wear a peaked cap, and who had the box of medicine, and who used 
to go about looking for the rivers and the mountains?” “Oh!” he said, “you mean Father David.” 
That is the impression that a godly life left on one of the blackest men that ever walked Central 
African ground. And I am proud to think that God has given me the privilege of waking in some 
of that great man’s footsteps; that such an impression as he has left there. Coming to the Zambesi 
[Zambezi] River, a distance of about 1,400 miles, what was the testimony there? I saw an old 
chief, grey-headed, and he said to me: “You cannot go down the river.” Well, I felt very much 
disgusted with the old man at the time. I was hurrying up to spend my Christmas at home with 
my old father and mother. He said: “Well, if you go down that river you will lose your head.” 
Well, I thought I had better lose Christmas. He stopped me for over three weeks, and this was the 
reason. He said to me: “It shall never be said that Ramukukan let a white man go to his death.” 
Ramukukan – who is he? None other than one of the little Makoloko boys who followed 
Livingston in his travels through the great continent. So that I can be thankful to God that ever 
Livingstone went to Central Africa, or perhaps I should have lost my head if he had not gone. 

The “Good News” 
What else have we been doing? You have put upon that great lake one of the finest 

mission vessels that floats in all African waters; 900 miles beyond the line of civilization she 
floats, flying at her peak the ensign of Great Britain, and at her main the flag of peace, and I 
think that is no small thing to be proud of. But that was not put there without the loss of life. Five 
brave fellows fell there during the last five years, one unknown almost to the world; a more 
devoted servant of this Society never left these shores, and after spending about eighteen months 
of faithful toil for the Master he went home to his reward. He just lived to see the vessel 
launched on the great lake, went on shore, and gave up his spirit to the God whom he served. I 
speak of James Roxburgh. Were they discouraged or cast down? Not a bit of it. A missionary 
whose zeal rises and falls like the mercury in a barometer is not worth the name of a missionary. 
We want to be steadfast, and to go on as this resolution says that you are going to do this year. 

Fruits of our Labor 
What else have we done? Won the confidence of the people. That is not done in a year, or 

in five years. You may say: “Prove it.” Well, I could prove it in a great many ways, but I will 
only take one. When I left to come home, I visited an old chief that I had not seen for nine 
months, and I said to the old man: “Just vie me some men to take me home to my father and 
mother, 200 miles away.” “Why,” he said, “no one of my tribe will travel that road, I do not 
think, but I will ask them.” My lord, next morning, twenty-five of the finest men of that tribe 
stood forth. They took my loads, left their fathers and mothers and families and their homes, and 
they traveled 180 miles without every asking me for a single yard of cloth in payment. If that is 
not winning the confidence of the Central African natives I do not know what is. What else have 
you done? Sown seeds of freedom there. Why, if we had done nothing else but instill into their 
hearts thoughts of freedom we should not have gone there in vain – we have sown seeds that will 
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take root, and spring up, and with a mighty throw shake off the accursed fetters of slavery. What 
else have you done? The sweet influences of one Christian lady, who is not only a credit to this 
London Missionary Society, but a credit to Great Britain – I speak of Mrs. Hore – has struck the 
first blow to break the cruel chain that binds women to the earth. The outcome of that who dare 
measure? I cannot. But we could go on speaking of these results that the man of the world knows 
nothing about and never sees. And it has been done without any fighting whatever. You may say 
well: “You ought to have done it without fighting.” Very well. I know we ought; and we have 
done it. But you have not scrupled to allow your scientific men to penetrate the Dark Continent 
and enrich your scientific knowledge on these lines. They have obtained those facts for you at 
the price of blood; and if the argument holds good towards us, enforce it on every white traveler 
you send to that continent. By the placing of substantial vessels on Tanganyika you have forged 
another link in the chain of communication that runs from Quillemane and the mouths of the 
Zambesi right up to the mouth of the territory occupied by Emin Pasha. It will be the high road 
into the interior, and we shall cast off the old journey up from Zanzibar. 

The Horrors of the Slave Trade 
During this work I have been running over I saw something of the horrid slave-trade. It 

is, perhaps, the last opportunity I shall have of speaking to such an audience as this, and I think I 
must again (at the risk of repetition) touch on that horrid system. I shall endeavor to repeat once 
more what is, in my opinion, one of the most cruel theories ever sprung upon an audience such as 
this. Canon Taylor – I do not hesitation to mention his name – if he is convinced of what he said 
he is right to stand up for it – I say Canon Taylor startled some people by stating that slavery in 
the hands of the Moslem is a mild institution You may say he only spoke of domestic slavery. 
Very well, take that position. But, mind you, you cannot speak of slavery, you cannot be the 
champion of slavery, without being the champion of the slave trade. “Did this teacher speak 
from experience? Did he utter such weighty words after personal observation? Did he penetrate 
and come back from the great continent?” I hear millions of broken-hearted mothers say: “No. It 
is false!” It is not a mild institution such as you have been led to believe. Champions of freedom, 
believe it not! It is not true. And it is against this scourge that I am going to give a part of my 
life; because I believe that nothing but the Gospel will cure it. 

What is this mild institution of domestic slavery? Let us go to the very heart of it. Picture 
those thousands there that I saw taken from their homes at the south end of Tanganyika, and 
dragged away, mothers separated from fathers, brothers from sisters, parents from children – 
dragged away 900 miles under Africa’s burning sun. Picture the mothers in that caravan, unable 
to carry both the tusks of ivory and their little babes. They rest, quite unable to go on any longer, 
the double burden too much for them. The slaver, a child of Mohammed, comes along and says: 
“You are too heavily laden, but it is the ivory first and the child afterwards with me.” Take her 
place, you champions of this “mild institution”; and with that tusk of ivory at your foot, with that 
fiend in human shape before you, realize that that child is going to be taken from your back and 
hurled into the bramble of bushes to die; and then let me come by your side and say: “Mother, 
what do you think of this road to domestic slavery that is called by educated men ‘a mild 
institution’?” That is the only position from which to answer the question – not from a public 
platform in Great Britain. You cannot answer it unless you have seen it with your own eyes. We 
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believe that the Gospel would put an end to this. Pray that we may fight long and fight 
successfully 

The Society’s Debt 
I feel ashamed, when I reflect on this noble work, to think that this Society is nearly 

£8,000 [~$1.4 million in 2021] in debt. We revel in luxury in this country, and yet we know that 
there are Christless millions rushing on to ruin, and heedless of the Father’s love – fathers, 
mothers, sisters, brothers, by cruel hands torn from kith and kin, dragged under the burning sun, 
whopped, murdered, and the great majority of them falling down to die in God’s highway. And 
yet we revel in luxury in this country! Oh, lovers of Jesus! are we on the 31st of this month to 
take the hand of our secretaries and hear in their farewell: “£8,000 in debt”? Are we to step on 
the great continent and hear the rattle of their chains, and turn away with this ringing in our ears: 
“£8,000 in debt”? Are we to go back to the graves of our comrades and inscribe on their 
tombstones, “£8,000 in debt”? Oh, I pray not! I would like to hear before we leave this country 
that someone had taken the trouble to write a check for this amount. You may cling to your gold 
if you like, you may decide to give up these people if you choose, but as long as God gives me 
health and strength I will never forsake them. “No,” you may say, “we must give them up,” but, 
friends, say it quietly. Hush! Tell not why, lest black men hear, lest some fond mother, snatching 
at her stolen babe, turn towards failing Britain and maddened with grief, shout “Cowards”! Think 
of that! Already we seem to hear the victor’s shout. The mist of black night is rolling away 
gradually. The chains that rattle in our ears daily are, to us who have faith in God’s promises, 
ringing out their own death knell. And in the face of adverse criticism, almost engulphed as this 
little band is by innumerable difficulties, in the height of battle against tremendous odds, we hear 
not only the echo of “£8,000 in debt”! but we hear the Master saying, “Hold the fort, for I am 
coming,” and with faith steadfast, with arms bright, and with faces to the foe, we shout back the 
answer: “By Thy grace we will.” 

Pg 292 – “Announcements” 
Births 

Swann – May 2nd, at King Street, Finsbury Square, London, the wife of Mr. A.J. Swann, 
of Central Africa, of a son. 

July 
Pg 325 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa. Work at Kavala Island – “During the last six months,” reports Captain 
Hore, “little has been done on the station beyond keeping existing works in repair, the departure 
of Mr. Lea and the arrival and departure of Dr. Tomory pretty well employing myself and men 
with the boats and various work connected with the changes consequent on those events. The 
same period, however, has witnessed the successful development (under Mr. Carson’s care) of a 
garden producing a variety of European fruits and vegetables, a most valuable aid to the health 
continuance of missionaries, and the culminating proof and evidence of the fitness of Kavala 
Island for our purposes. Sufficiently free from moisture for the comfort and health of Europeans, 
it still has space of sufficient richness for the growth of those plants so necessary for their 
complete well-being. 
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“The Sunday services, excepting only at those times when all the missionaries were 
absent, have been continued throughout the year with an average attendance of twenty. The 
attendance has been almost entirely limited to those attending the schools and the young men 
employed upon the station, all natives of Lake countries. 

“The Sunday-school has been continued, as at first, chiefly with a view to a more familiar 
explanation of the prayers and Scripture of the service. The care of this has recently been handed 
over to Mr. Carson. Average attendance at Sunday-school, 16. 

“The boys’ school having been recommenced by Mr. Carson a month ago is now 
continuing with some hope; but during the first part of the year, owing to the many changes and 
intervals consequent upon changes of systems and masters, it had, together with the system of 
employment of native youths for work, well-nigh fallen away from us, the disorganization 
culminating a month ago in a theft from the school-house by some of the late scholars, an 
occurrence unique in the history of the Mission here, and, I lament to say, to be attributed rather 
to the weakness of our system than to a native depravity. We are now somewhat recovering from 
this, and the school, so far as Mr. Carson can attend to it between voyages, is again progressing. 

“The girls’ school continues to be by no means the least part of our work. It, however, 
has also received a serious check this year owing to the epidemic of small-pox, which caused an 
entire suspension of work for nearly three months. For the last six months, however, the work 
has been again resumed, and continues, Mrs. Hore assures me, to give the same promise as 
before. School has been conducted on 224 days in the year, with an average attendance of over 
eight scholars, although for a long time, since the re-establishment of work, there have been from 
twelve to fifteen in attendance. Mrs. Hore’s time has been devoted more to Scripture teaching, 
general information and sewing, etc., rather than to actual progress of reading and writing. 
Learning by heart is readily achieved, and sewing continues very popular, so much so that if the 
Saturday sewing lessons be omitted some of the girls seek to ‘pay out’ their teacher by not 
coming to church on Sunday. There is a continuance in the progress of general civilization, and 
some show of humanity and affection of disposition. Any obstruction to the imparting of 
religious truth takes the form of listlessness, or too ready assent, rather than anything like 
opposition.” 

- 

Hope for the Future. – Mr. A. Carson, B.Sc., who, until the arrival of the party that has 
just left, will be at Kavala Island alone, Captain and Mrs. Hore being on their way home, is, we 
are glad to find, full of hope as he looks forward to the future. He says that he gathers from his 
experience and observation, during the eighteen months he has been on Kavala, encouragement, 
and good reason to hope for the future of mission work in Central Africa. Not that there is 
anything very striking to point to, but that he has seen that the natives lads can be trained to 
habits of industry, and can acquire skill in rude arts, that they are quite capable of acquiring the 
art of reading and benefiting by other elementary education. Also he is convinced that if they had 
sufficient command of their language to explain the Gospel properly, they could have interested 
and larger audiences, and good hope that its truths would bring fruit in its season. There is great 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

advantage, he remarks, in giving the natives work. When they do so they bring them into closer 
relations with themselves, they have an opportunity of judging of their principles of justice and 
mercy, and seeing these made the rules of action. They become amenable to discipline, and learn 
to concentrate their energies, and lastly, but not least, the more they learn of the arts and customs 
of civilized life the more easy it is for them to understand the truths of the Bible. 

- 

The New Station – In the May number of the Chronicle we gave an account of the 
settling at Fwambo’s, a high-ground station fifty miles to the south of Lake Tanganyika. In his 
last letter the Rev. D.P. Jones writes cheerfully of this new station. He says: - 

“I am now quite convinced that the spot we have chosen is a most favorable one and 
though any one can get fever here if he is so disposed, he can also avoid it to a great extent. I 
often think that this could be easily made a second Blantyre – a central station, a sanatorium, a 
place adapted to revive one’s health and spirits. However, to get a doctor and a gardener and an 
artisan or two must, I suppose, be an event of the far future. I was thinking only to-day that our 
great difficulty now is to get men to settle down with us. There is no life here. We are only two 
Europeans. The natives long for the noise and bustle of the village. Two boys came here 
yesterday morning and said they were going to remain. Last night they returned to their village 
and never came back again. The quietness and solitude of this place damps their ardor. We can 
get plenty of men to come and work, but they must return to their village in the evening. I hope, 
however, that eventually we may get some lads to settle, otherwise we have little hope of starting 
a school or of making much progress in the language. The boys that we have at present are most 
of them boys who accompanied us from Mivini Wanda’s, Fwambo being their home. 

“The seed that Messrs. Sutton & Co. kindly supplied us with has come up, and we have a 
promising garden. Also the orange trees which I brought from Blantyre are all growing. These 
are the first orange trees planted in the district of Tanganyika.” 

Pg 341 – “Home News” 
Welcomes and Valedictions 

At the conclusion of the above-mentioned meeting of the Board, a special meeting was 
held to welcome home to England the Rev. J. Macgowan and Mrs. Macgowan, of Amoy, and the 
Rev. J.H. Walton and Mrs. Walton, of Bangalore, and to take leave of the Rev. W. Wyatt Gill, 
B.A., and Mrs. Gill, returning to Sydney; Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Swann, Mr. C.B. Mater, L.R.C.P., 
L.R.C.S. (Edin.), Mr. Walter Draper, and Mr. and Mrs. J.H.E. Hemans, proceeding to Central 
Africa; and Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Gould, returning to Kuruman, South Africa. 

A. Marshall, Esq., the retiring chairman, presided. After a hymn and prayer by the Rev. 
R.F. Horton, M.A., of Hampstead, the Foreign Secretary (Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson) 
introduced the missionaries. In doing so he spoke of them as an exceptionally interesting party, 
some of whom had come home after long years of toil, and others who were leaving for a most 
important field of labor… The Central Africa party was a strong one. Mr. Swann, who returns to 
Lake Tanganyika as a married man, is appointed to relieve Captain Hore of the charge of the 
Marine Department of the Central Africa Mission, and would become the “commodore” of the 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

Society’s small fleet. Dr. Mather, who as the son of an honored missionary of the Society, as the 
brother of Mrs. Sherring and the uncle of Miss Sherring, seemed already to belong to us, was to 
join the new station at Fwambo, on the south of the Lake, as a medical missionary. Mr. Draper 
goes to Urambo as an assistant missionary, a Christian mechanic, with free scope to do any and 
all the moral and spiritual good he can. And special interest was attached to the departure of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hemans, negroes from Jamaica, who have volunteered for the work. They go out, 
having, it is hoped, as African by descent and constitution, special qualifications for the field. 
They will fill a responsible position, and upon the success or otherwise of the experiment thus 
tried much will depend. The Directors will follow them with great interest, not a little anxiety, 
and with much prayerfulness, and trust that the new departure will prove a wise and successful 
step… 

The Chairman having very heartily welcomed the one party and bidden farewell to the 
other, the missionaries briefly responded… Those who were leaving them said a few farewell 
words, Mr. Swann stating that if the Society ever lost heart and thought of calling them back, 
they would try to get the natives to support them. The Rev. W. Justin Evans offered special 
prayer, and the Home Secretary pronounced the Benediction. 

- 

The next evening (Tuesday, May 29th) a public valedictory meeting was held at Park 
Chapel, Crouch End. There was a very large attendance, and the proceedings were intensely 
interesting from beginning to end. The Rev. A. Rowland, B.A., LL.B., pastor of the church, 
presided. After the reading of Scripture and prayer by the Rev. J.F.B. Tinling, B.A., and a few 
cordial words from the Chairman, the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson introduced the missionaries 
who were leaving for Central and South Africa. They having briefly spoken in turn, the Rev. A. 
Hannay, D.D., delivered a special farewell address to them, and the Rev. Henry Simon offered a 
valedictory prayer. 

Pg 347 – “Work of Others” 
Death of Bishop Parker and of the Rev. J. Blackburn – Not the Church Missionary 

Society only, but the entire Christian Church, is deeply moved by the mournful tidings that have 
again come to us from Central Africa. Bishop Parker, the worthy successor of Bishop 
Hannington, is dead. After a very brief experience in his new sphere, he has fallen a victim, not 
to native treachery, as was the case with his predecessor, but to disease. Ten days before the 
Bishop’s death, the Rev. J. Blackburn, another of the Uganda staff of missionaries, also died. By 
these sad events the Mission is once more terribly weakened, and the faith and courage of God’s 
people sorely tried. Central Africa is making great demands upon this generation, as other 
missions did upon former ones, but we trust that the churches will not shrink from their task. The 
Church Missionary Society shows no sign of faltering. From their Record for June we extract the 
following: - “The suggestion is already being whispered about, ‘Give up the Nyanza Mission: are 
not these repeated losses of valuable lives, and the tyranny of the young King of Uganda, 
providential indications of God’s will in the matter?’ To this we reply: (1) Your suggestion is not 
new; it has been made every time there have been sad tidings, since the news of Smith and 
O’Neill’s death came ten years ago. (2) Yet we persevered, and God has given spiritual fruits to 
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this Mission above all the other Missions in Central Africa, Tanganyika, Nyassa, Congo, etc. – 
certainly not because we have deserved it more, but as though to rebuke our hesitations. (3) God 
has used the Nyanza Mission at home, and all over the world, to awaken sympathy and interest; 
and the whole missionary cause has been helped by Uganda martyrdoms. (4) People speak of the 
Mission as if it was to Uganda only; but what of Mpwapwa and Mamboia? What of Taita and 
Chagga? What of Mombasa and the coast stations? Are these to be given up too? If not, then 
even if we are driven out of Uganda, we still want a new Bishop and more missionaries.” 

… 

Roman Catholic Missions in Eastern and Central Africa – The French missionaries in 
Basutoland complain of the evil effect on the heathen arising from the presence among them of 
two rival Christian confessions. The missionaries in Central Africa are likely to be troubled in 
the same way. Alongside of all the Protestant mission centers the Romish Church is forming 
stations. Two distinct Romish missions are represented in East and Central Africa. One is “the 
Congregation of the Holy Spirit and of the Holy Heart of Mary,” commonly called the Black 
Fathers. They have seven stations, with about fifty missionaries. The chief stations are Zanzibar, 
Bagmorp, and Mandera – all at no great distant from the coast. The others are the African 
Algiers missionaries, or the White Fathers. They have established themselves on Lakes 
Tanganyika (two stations, Karema and Mpala) and Victoria Nyanza (one station, Rubaga), and 
three stations south of the latter lake – Kilapalapala, Kamonga, and Kibanga. These white 
brothers confine themselves to mission-work, while the others attend to various other branches, 
and especially to the nursing of the sick. And now a German Romish Mission has begun to take 
up Africa, and has already sent out an advance guard of thirteen priests, artisans, agricultural 
laborers, etc. Their sphere of labor is to be the southern portion of the German East African 
territory. 

A Lyons Romish paper proposed that, after the example of the Jesuits in Paraguay in the 
last century, the Romish missionaries should arm their converts in Uganda and help them to fight 
for their rights against the oppressive chiefs, slave-dealers, and others. Military discipline would 
do them good, and many heathen would be induced to place themselves under the protection of 
the missionaries… 

Pg 356 – “For Missionary Prayer Meetings” 
(Special Topics suggested by the Contents of this Chronicle) 

2. Prayer for Central Africa: that the new station may answer the earnest expectation of 
its founders, and that the reinforcements now on their way to join the Mission may be preserved 
to reach their destinations in safety, and to do good service for Christ (pp. 336-338, 341-348). 

Pg 356 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

Mr. A.J. Swann, returning to Central Africa, with Mrs. Swann and infant; Mr. Charles B. 
Mather, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.; Mr. Walter Draper; and Mr. and Mrs. James H.E. Hemans, 
appointed to Central Africa, embarked for Zanzibar, per steamer Goorkha, June 2nd. 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

Marriage 
Shaw-Stewart. – June 12th, at Castle Street Congregational Church, Thomas F. Shaw, of 

Urambo, Central Africa, to Ada, eldest daughter of Rev. George Stewart, of Reading. 

August 
Pg 371 – “Notes on Current Events” 

The General Conference on Missions, which was in session when we went to press with 
our last issue, is now a thing of the past, and, in the rush of our modern life, already disappearing 
from view… 

The difficulties of missionary societies in these days are not so much in the foreign field 
as in the lethargy or the absorption in home work of the churches of Christendom. It is high time 
that this state of things should cease, and that with a grander conception of our indebtedness to 
Christ, and to those for whom Christ died, we should gird ourselves for a bold extension of 
operations. 

We shall rejoice to see it among the supporters of the London Missionary Society. The 
Society has been greatly honored by God in the past, and its present opportunities are very 
striking. Its missions in China and India are capable of, nay, urgently demand, a steady annual 
increase in the missionary staff; New Guinea requires a sufficient number of men to render the 
superintendence of a cordon of stations all along the coast thoroughly effective, and to make an 
advance into the interior possible; Samoa, as the report of the special deputation conclusively 
shows, requires for the next few years additional missionaries; in the South of Madagascar new 
work is opening up; while in Central Africa we are laying the foundations of a mission which we 
hope to see grow into a second Blantyre or Livingstonia. If the churches would but lay all this to 
heart, would be bring the Society’s needs to God in earnest, importunate prayer, the difficulties 
by which the Directors are beset would soon vanish, and “the Lord of the harvest” would send us 
both the “laborers” and the “hire” of which the laborers are “worthy.” This, we would suggest, is 
the lesson that the Conference should teach the friends of the London Missionary Society. 

- 

Professor Henry Drummond’s new book, “Tropical Africa,”* the brevity of which seems, 
by a general consensus of opinion, to be its only fault, has appeared most opportunely, and, quite 
apart from its own intrinsic excellencies, is on that ground calculated to render good service. It 
has been published at a time when Arab slave raiders are growing dangerously insolent, and 
when the very existence of mission-stations and trading depots in the region of Lake Nyassa is 
seriously threatened. Indeed, reading between the lines of the preface, one is disposed to think 
that the publication of the work just now is mainly due to the critical state of Central Arican 
affairs. 

Whether this be so or not, we thank the distinguished author for this book. His reputation 
as a writer of lucid and charming English and his habits of painstaking and accurate observation 
are a sufficient guarantee that it is both captivating and instructive. Young people as well as their 
seniors will find it thoroughly interesting. It is light and bright, yet grave and earnest throughout. 
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There is something for all classes of readers; for the politician as well as for the scientist, for the 
committee of a missionary society as well as for searchers after general information. We 
welcome the book especially as a timely protest against the abandonment of Central Africa by 
Great Britain. Formidable difficulties lie in the pathway of Africa’s progress in enlightenment, 
but the greatest obstacle of all is the accursed slave trade; and we commend to our readers’ most 
serious attention what Professor Drummond has to say about this “Heart-disease of Africa: its 
Pathology and Cure.” The inhuman traffic is in full vigor; the Arab slave-dealer pursues his 
horrible trade with impunity, encouraged, it would seem, by the apathy of this country. We 
delude ourselves with the idea that the influence of Great Britain is persistently used to check the 
slave traffic, but we are altogether wrong; and practically the slave-dealer is free to do as he 
likes. It is high time that we awoke from our indifference and torpor. 

- 

The author utters a strong, though friendly, protest against the policy of missionary 
societies in sending their agents into malarial regions, the gist of which is thus expressed: “It is a 
small matter that men should throw away their lives, in hundreds if need be, for a holy cause; but 
it is not a small matter that man after man, in long and in fatal succession, should seek to 
overleap what is plainly a barrier of nature… [sic] This is not spoken, nevertheless, to discourage 
missionary enterprise. It is only said to regulate it.” The protest was perhaps required, but it 
looks somewhat one-sided and harsh. Although painful experience has shown that in Central 
Africa, more perhaps than in any other region, the cost in human life in establishing Christian 
missions ahs been and still is great, the societies that are engaged in that enterprise are by no 
means bent on over-leaping any barrier of nature. They are simply trying to “regulate” their 
operations by the experience they gain, and are keenly alive to the wisdom and the need of 
selecting none but healthy sites for permanent occupation. Not only so; but they are beginning to 
solve the problem, and to discover places in which Europeans may safely live. Urambo, 
belonging to our own Mission, is one such, and as a marine station so also is Kavala Island. By 
supplementing Christian devotedness and consecration with prudence and patience we are 
sanguine of eventual success, and of getting the demon malaria well under control. 

- 

As to the value of mission work in Central Africa, what could be more striking or 
touching than Professor Drummond’s description of Moolu “who had,” he says, “learned much 
from Dr. Laws,” of the Livingstonia Misson? “’Mission blacks,’ in Natal and the Cape, are a 
byword among the unsympathetic; but I never saw Moolu do an inconsistent thing. He could 
neither read nor write; he knew only some dozen words of English; until seven years ago he had 
never seen a white man; but I could trust him with everything I had. He was not ‘pious’; he was 
neither bright nor clever; he was a commonplace black; but he did his duty and never told a lie. 
The first night of our camp, after all had gone to rest, I remember being roused by a low talking. 
I looked out of my tent; a flood of moonlight lit up the forest, and there, kneeling upon the 
ground, was a little group of natives, and Moolu in the center conducting evening prayers. Every 
night afterwards this service was repeated, no matter how long the march was, nor how tired the 
men. I make no comment. But this I will say, Moolu’s life gave him the right to do it. Mission 
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reports are often said to be valueless; they are less so than anti-mission reports. I believe in 
missions, for one thing, because I believe in Moolu.” 

*”Tropical Africa,” by Henry Drummond, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. With maps and illustrations, 
London: Hodder & Stoughton. 1888. Price 6s. 

Pg 381 – “Home News” 
Another Farewell – On Monday, June 25th, the Board took leave of the Rev. Thomas F. 

Shaw and Mrs. Shaw previous to their departure for Urambo, Central Africa. In introducing 
them, the Foreign Secretary reminded the Directors that Mr. Shaw had already been out, and 
knew what life and work in Central Africa mean, but that he was returning to Urambo with a 
lady who has consented to join him and brighten his lot. Urambo is the healthiest of our Central 
African stations; but he regretted to say that, although he had hoped to obtain the services of a 
medical missionary for that station, thus far he had not succeeded, and their friends are 
consequently going out without such a desirable colleague as a medical missionary would be. 
One will, however, be sent as soon as possible, as the Directors are anxious to establish in 
Urambo a strong and well-equipped mission. Mrs. Shaw, Mr. Thompson added, is a daughter of 
a Director of the Society, the Rev. George Stewart, of Reading. Edward Smith, Esq., Chairman 
of the Board, having bidden them farewell, reminding Mr. Shaw as he did so of the welcome 
which awaited him at his distant station, Mr. Shaw briefly responded. He thanked the Board for 
their good wishes, and, with especial emphasis, thanked the Foreign Secretary for his unfailing 
courtesy and sympathy. He said that he felt that they had had a splendid success in Urambo. 
They had proved that it was possible to live there in fair health and strength; they had gained the 
confidence of the natives, and they had made an actual beginning in Christian work. He rejoiced 
to have the assurance that the Society would send reinforcements. The Rev. John Pate, F.R.G.S. 
of Leeds, offered a special valedictory prayer. A few days later Mr. and Mrs. Shaw sailed for 
Zanzibar. 

Pg 388 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

The Rev. T.F. Shaw, returning to Urambo, Central Africa, embarked for Zanzibar, with 
Mrs. Shaw, per steamer Manora, June 29th. 

Marriage 
Tomory – Werder – July 3rd, at 6, Killmaurs Terrace, Edinburgh, by the Rev. W.M. 

Brown, M.A., St. Margaret’s, Edinburgh, assisted by the Rev. James Christie, D.D., Gilmerton, 
and the Rev. J.L. Murray, Dennistoun U.P. Church, Glasgow (cousin of the bridegroom), J. Kay 
Tomory, M.B., C.M. (Ed.), to Marie, eldest daughter of Johann Friedrich Werder, Ph.D., 
Leipzig. 

September 
Pg 406 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa. The Latest Tidings from Fwambo’s – Disquieting rumors appeared in the 
papers a few weeks since respecting the Society’s missionaries at Fwambo, the new station on 
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the road from Lake Nyassa to Lake Tanganyika. The Directors do not attach any serious 
importance to these reports, which were avowedly given as “wild rumors.” Fwambo’s village is 
at a considerable distance from the district in which fighting took place at the end of last year, 
and unless attacked by Arabs passing south to reinforce their companions, would not appear to 
be in any special danger. Still, it must be borne in mind that the country is greatly disturbed, and 
that Africa is a land of uncertainty. The latest tidings from the station are dated March 6th. The 
Rev. D.P. Jones and Mrs. Jones were then well and had determined to remain at their post, but 
the Rev. R. Stewart Wright had gone to Kavala Island, where it was thought it would be well for 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones also to remove for a time. But our friends feared that to desert the new 
station would seriously injure its prospects of usefulness, and, accordingly, decided to stay on. 
Mr. Carson and Mr. Wright will be in charge of the Kavala Island Mission until the arrival of the 
party that sailed early in June, and that left Zanzibar for the interior on July 17th. Captain Hore, 
whose strength is greatly enfeebled, was about to leave with his wife and little “Jack” on their 
homeward journey. 

- 

Visitation of Villages near Urambo – Mr. Brooks, who is for the present all alone in 
Urambo, sends the following hopeful report of a short tour he had taken. In a letter to Mr. 
Thompson, he says: - “Since I wrote you last I have been away for a nine days’ trip, and a grand 
time I had of it. It was the beginning of March. The rains had held off for some time, and I 
thought I might go and be back before they came again; and so I was. I went straight away for 
Riris, where the chief received me and gave me a house in his own courtyard. Here I spent five 
days; visited surrounding villages; in the evening had a house full of people (not a very large 
house), where we had our usual prayers with the boys, and on all occasions they were very 
attentive, and especially liked the singing. From Riria I went to Msene, to visit our chief’s sister. 
A messenger had already gone from our chief to say I was coming; so that I was received as it 
were with open arms; goat, sheep, fowls, and an abundance of food for the boys; a large tent 
pitched in front of Gundu’s house (Gundu is the name of my hostess), where I spent two very 
pleasant days. My hostess and her husband would hardly leave me, especially when tea and 
biscuits were about. I, at the same time, partook of their boiled maize and ngali. Here I saw what 
I have never seen or heard of before in Africa, a lady eating with men. I cannot account for it, 
except her being the sister of Mirambo. Neither have I heard of a woman talking politics 
(Myamwezi politics of course), or of affairs generally as she does. From that single visit I think I 
have a better opinion of African women. May we soon have Christian ladies who will learn 
Kinyamwezi and other languages, and so bring the native women to know Christ. Here, too, I 
had a full tent to hear our signing, reading, and prayer. Of course, I think it was specially the 
singing and concertina that brought them. 

“From Msens I went to Ukerewe. This is what we should call our chief’s country seat. 
Here I stayed one night only. But I think the service (for I like to call it such) was the best I have 
had in Central Africa. I met several chiefs here, and a good many knew Kiswahili well. One of 
them had visited me at the station and heard me play and sing; he begged very hard for me to 
play. I told him they must wait until I had had a bath and a rest; so, by and by, I took out my 
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concertina and soon got a full baraza. But they were not satisfied with the playing, they must 
hear the boys sing; so I stipulated that if we sang they should remain seated and very quiet, while 
we read a portion of God’s Word and prayed. So the bargain was struck, and, as I said, it was one 
of the best times I have enjoyed. We exhausted all our hymns; I read a portion of the Gospels and 
explained; and then that simple prayer that Christ taught us. All were as quiet as mice. After this 
the conversation kept up well till about ten o’clock, when they dispersed to bed. They were 
greatly surprised to hear me say that ‘God had made of one blood all nations of men,’ and that 
they and I were equal in His sight. 

“The next day I reached home, feeling greatly refreshed for the trip, and glad that I had 
gone. And that old promise, ‘My Word shall not return,’ etc., dares me to doubt the result of it.” 

Pg 420 – “For Missionary Prayer Meetings” 
(Special Topics suggested by the Contents of this Chronicle) 

1. For the new station in Central Africa: that the valuable lives of Mr. and Mrs. Jones 
may be preserved; that the troublous times upon which they have fallen may soon give way to 
peace and quietness; and that the new station may prove a great blessing to the neighboring 
villages (pp. 411, 412)… 

October 
Pg 454 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa. A Baby’s Grave – From the “Announcements” of the month it will be 
seen that on their journey from the coast to the Lake Mr. and Mrs. Swann had the inexpressible 
sorrow of losing their infant child. The baby dies about fifty miles from the coast, and was 
lovingly laid in its tiny grave by the grief-stricken parents, who had the double trial of losing 
their firstborn and of leaving it buried in that lonely roadside spot. 

- 

The Fighting near Lake Nyassa – Dr. Kerr Cross’s letter from Livingstonia of July 2nd, 
published in the Daily News of September 7th, and copied by other papers, increases rather than 
allays anxiety about East Central Africa. The British pluck is shown in itself admirable enough. 
All honor to the African Lakes Company for the stand they have made on behalf of British 
commerce, an open road to the interior, and liberty for the natives from the diabolical slave 
raider. But we have serious misgivings as to the wisdom of their methods, and greatly regret that 
missionaries are taking part in attacks on Arab stockades, even though as non-combatants. 

- 

Captain and Mrs. Hore are now on their voyage home. The state of Captain Hore’s health 
occasioned some little anxiety as to the probable effects of the journey down country, but a 
telegram received on September 3rd announced the safe arrival at Zanzibar of himself, Mrs. Hore, 
and Master Jack. On the eve of his departure from Kavala Island the Captain wrote: - “Just now, 
with the rains well over, and everything around in peaceful condition, it is difficult to realize that 
it can be objectionable as a European place of residence. The air is deliciously fresh and 
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wholesome, and the weather simply delightful. A day or two ago we had a good dish of stewed 
rhubarb from our own garden, and each year more of our various fruit trees come into bearing. 
There is a slight increase in the attendance at services and schools, and the chief Kassanga, over 
here just now, has not asked for cloth, but for soap, matches, a clothes box and a tumbler, and got 
them all and welcome. 

“Mr. Wright continues to have good health, and there is no doubt the work here is 
improving. We are very sorry there must, at least, be an interval in the progress of the girls’ 
schools, but hope that Mrs. Swann will being it into working order again before long.” 

- 

Kavala Island Boys’ School – We supplement the above with a few lines written by the 
Rev. R.S. Wright, who says: “Seven weeks ago I commenced school-work. I have a writing-class 
for Mr. Carson’s best scholars, and an alphabet class for boys who have not attended school 
previously. Like others who have conducted classes here before me, I find the boys commit to 
memory very quickly. Besides drilling them up in the hymns taught by Mr. Lea, I have taught 
them two new hymns, words and music. As a help in teaching the singing, I took my concertina 
to school. The news that I had a wonderful box out of which I got music quickly spread to the 
village, and the following day, on returning to my house from school, I found the chief and 
several of his head men seated at my door awaiting my arrival. I soon discovered that they had 
come to see and hear this wonderful box. I accordingly played them a number of tunes, which 
they seemed highly to enjoy.” 

- 

The Position of Affairs at Fwambo’s – In spite of the serious disturbances further south, 
this new station had not been molested in any way up to the date of the last letters received (May 
1). The Rev. D.P. Jones was at that time able to report that it was then nearly two months since 
Mr. Wright left this station, and, although they had been in the meantime altogether unprotected, 
he was glad to say that the natives had behaved well towards them. In fact, he had gained a 
higher opinion of them than he had before, and believed them to be, in spite of their 
boisterousness, very well disposed towards them. The Penza people, whom they often feared, as 
being likely to cause them trouble, had proved their best friends. These people had done all the 
work they had had done for the past six weeks, and had brought abundance of food for barter. 
They were at the time of writing so well stocked with provisions, that they could manage well for 
the next six months without buying any more. If they could induce a few people to settle with 
them, they would lack nothing. 

Fwambo has made up his mind to remove his village. His present one is in the entrance to 
a huge pass, and from the mission station was very difficult of access, owing to their having to 
climb up a high hill and then descend to it. It might have been got at much more easily if he had 
a doorway at this end of it, but he would not hear of opening one. Now he is going to build his 
village to the north of the station (about twenty miles distant) on the same hill, towards the Lake. 
It will be very convenient for Mr. and Mrs. Jones, and the road thither will be a very pleasant 
one. Mr. Jones adds that both his wife and himself continue in excellent health. He feels now 
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quite convinced that the place is comparatively free from malaria. It was then the worst time of 
year, and yet they had seen or felt nothing approaching to symptoms of feverishness. The more 
he thought of it the more he considered it would be a mistake to abandon the station if he could 
possibly hold on to it. If, however, it became a matter of necessity, he could leave with a heart 
less sore. 

Pg 470 – “Home News” 
Young Men’s Missionary Band – The meetings of this Young Men’s Society, which are 

suspended during the summer months, are about to be resumed. On Friday, October 19th, the 
annual meeting will be held in the Mission House. At 6 p.m. a conversazione will take place in 
the Museum, when the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, Foreign Secretary of the Society, will 
deliver an address on some of the contents of the Museum. At 7 p.m. the meeting proper will be 
held in the Board Room, under the presidency of A.J. Shepheard, Esq., President of the Band. 
Captain Hore, from Lake Tanganyika, it is hoped, will have reached England before the date of 
the meeting and be present to give an address. Eugene Stock, Esq., Editorial Secretary of the 
Church Missionary Society, has kindly promised to speak, and other friends from the Board of 
Directors are the missionaries home on furlough will also take part. Any young men, or others 
interested, wishing to attend this meeting, can obtain tickets on application to the Rev. George 
Cousins, Secretary of the Young Men’s Missionary Band, 14, Bloomfield Street, E.C. 

Pg 484 – “Announcements” 
Deaths 

Swann – July 26th, at Kikwazo, Eastern Africa, Harold Livingstone, infant son of Mr. A.J. 
Swann, of the Central African Mission. 

November 
Pg 500 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa. Kavala Island – The latest tidings from the island were dated June 15th. 
Mr. Carson writes: - “Mr. Wright and myself are very well. We have had little fevers, but they 
put neither of us out much, so we are thankful for the past and hopeful for the future. We have a 
good deal of work of one kind and another going on steadily. I am building a new house against 
the arrival of our new colleagues, so that there may be accommodation for all. I am starting 
brickmaking now, and hope to accumulate during the dry season a quantity ready for future use. 
Mr. Wright continues to have many patients. The school work goes on steadily. I have now three 
boys reading the New Testament with considerable ease. I am going through Luke with them, 
and explaining it to the best of my ability as we go along. Besides I have other six reading 
Aesop’s Fables, whom I hope to have reading the Testament before the year is out. Mr. Wright is 
bringing on the others, and teaching them all to write and to sing with encouraging success. We 
keep up the Sunday service; I assist Mr. Wright by giving some explanation of some part of the 
Gospel. I generally tell them something about Christ. I find I can make myself understood fairly 
well, and the lads are always interested when one can make himself clear to them. One drawback 
of course here, both in school-work and at Sunday service, is we have to teach the people as well 
as ourselves Kiswahili, for they really know very little of it. The language of the people should 
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certainly be learned, even although Kiswahili be taught too. There seems every reason to hope 
that this station will prosper, yet I shall never cease to regret that the scope for work is so 
limited.” 

December 
Pg 543 – “Home News” 

Welcomes and Valedictions – On Monday, October 29th, the Board welcomed home the 
Rev. W. Robinson and Mrs. Robinson, who had recently returned from Salem, South India, and 
Capt. and Mrs. Hore from Central Africa. At the same time, they took leave of the large party of 
missionaries, a valedictory service for whom was held at Nottingham on October 10th, and 
reported at length in the November Chronicle. E. Smith, Esq., was in the chair. After singing and 
prayer, Mr. Thompson introduced the returned missionaries. In doing so, he expressed in strong 
terms the sympathy of the entire Board and their thankfulness to God in having Capt. Hore safely 
back in their midst. He bears in his present physical condition the marks of the great strain he has 
had to endure. His responsibility has been great, in addition to which he ahs had a fight against a 
trying climate and the inroads of disease. Through the mercy of God, he has been able to fulfil a 
second full term of service, and now that he is home he will receive a hearty welcome from the 
churches. Mr. Robinson has returned before the appointed time, and much against his own 
choice. Though looking well, he is, as a matter of fact, suffering severely from the effects of 
work as an itinerating evangelistic missionary in sultry Southern India. He has given himself 
most heartily and earnestly to his work, and, by his knowledge of the vernacular and his zeal and 
power as a preacher, has done most excellent service. A few words from the Chairman, and brief 
replies, brought the work of welcoming to a close. 

The departing missionaries were then introduced. Their spheres of labor were indicated in 
our last number, and need not be repeated. The Rev. John Stoughton, D.D., delivered a 
valedictory address, and the Rev. Edward White offered special prayer. 

Pg 547 – “Announcements” 
Arrivals in England 

Captain E.C. Hore, Mrs. Hore, and child, from Central Africa, per steamer Merton Hall, 
at Liverpool, October 26th. 

1889 
January 
Pg 17 – “News from Abroad” 

Man’s Inhumanity 

“We see sights here,” writes Mr. Wright, of Kavala Island, “that might well make angels 
weep at man’s inhumanity to man. Last week I witnessed an Arab beating a slave in chains; it 
was just as much as I could do to prevent myself interfering. A fortnight ago, while busy in the 
dispensary attending to my patients, Mr. Carson came in to tell me he had found a starving slave 
on the beach, and had ordered him to be brought up to me, to see if I could do anything for him. 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

When the poor fellow was brought to me I got quite a shock. I never saw anything so cruel and 
horrible. He was in the last stage of starvation – simply a living skeleton; and, to make it worse, 
he had several dreadful sores. I did my best for him; I put him in our little hospital, and gave him 
every attention, but it was of no use, he was too far gone, and only lived a couple of days. His 
blood, with that of thousands, cries out for vengeance.” 

Pg 24 – “Personal Items” 
News from Mr. A.J. Swann up to September 16th is to hand, and is satisfactory. He was 

well on his way to the Lake with the party he is conducting. They were within a day of Tabora, 
two months’ journey from the coast. All were well excepting Dr. Mather, who was feeling the 
change of climate somewhat severely. 

February 
Pg 40 – “News from Abroad” 

The Central African Mission 

In view of the disturbed condition of affairs at Zanzibar, and especially after the startling 
news of the destruction by Arabs of the C.M.S. Mission at Buganda, and the expulsion of the 
missionaries stationed there, many friends of the Society very naturally became anxious as to the 
safety of our missionaries at Urambo and Lake Tanganyika. A telegram from Zanzibar, received 
on January 14th, put that uneasiness at rest. The mails were still running, and all was well both at 
Kavala Island and at Urambo. Since then tidings of the murder of German missionaries have 
reached this country; but, as regards Urambo and Kavala, we think that there is no need for any 
anxiety beyond what must always be incident to a land of such uncertainty and lawlessness as 
Central Africa. 

Pg 64 – “For Missionary Prayer Meetings” 
(Special Topics suggested by the Contents of this Chronicle) 

3. For our Missions in Central Africa, Matabeleland, Samoa, and the Society Isles: that in 
a time of political disquiet and conflict they may be graciously protected by Almighty God; and 
that through His overruling Providence future good may come out of present evil (pp. 45, 47). 

March 
Pg 71 – “The Murder of Mr. Brooks” 

Our readers are already aware of this mournful event. A telegram reached the Mission 
House on January 24th informing the Directors that on the previous Monday (January 21st) Mr. 
Arthur Brooks had been shot dead by natives at Mkange, a few miles from the East African 
coast. This sad news came too late for insertion in the February Chronicle, which was already 
printed, but the Foreign Secretary of the Society at once communicated the intelligence to the 
daily papers. The next day the Times correspondent at Zanzibar supplemented the news by 
stating that sixteen of Mr. Brooks’s porters had also been murdered, and thus gave conclusive 
proof of the utter insecurity of life in the region affected by the German naval operations. 
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Mr. Brooks was on his way home, where he was due on furlough after nearly seven 
years’ absence. Probably had he known what we in this country knew, he would have remained 
at his station until the end of the present troubles. Not anticipating danger, he came down to the 
coast on his homeward journey, and had only one march more to make when he was set upon 
and killed. He went out to Africa in 1882 as an artisan missionary, his friend, James Dunn, going 
with him. Dunn was the carpenter of the Mission, Brooks the blacksmith. By trade he was a 
coach-builder, but the Society needed a blacksmith. In a spirit of true heroism he at once set to 
work to learn the blacksmith’s trade, and, by dint of hard work at the forge, fitted himself for the 
post he longed to fill. Both Dunn and Brooks were members of the Congregational church, 
Windsor, of which the Rev. Thomas Orr was, and still is, pastor, and both are held in affectionate 
memory. A friend in Windsor says of him: “Although somewhat reserved and ungainly in 
manner, he had a noble heart and was exceedingly devoted to the work to which he had given 
himself. I shall never forget his intense earnestness and manly bearing when obstacles seemed to 
be put in the way of his going out. He told me that he had placed his life in the Master’s hand, 
and now he has laid it down for the same Master’s sake.” His friend Dunn died in less than two 
years from the date of their sailing. Brooks survived. Companion after companion either fell at 
his side or in broken health retired from the work, but he continued sufficiently strong and well 
to remain. He assisted in the construction of the steamer Good News, at Liendwe, at the south 
end of the lake, and in the launching of the hull of that vessel in March, 1885. In October of the 
same year he removed to Urambo, taking charge of the station during the absence of the Rev. 
T.F. Shaw in England. When at length he turned his face homeward, it was with the settled 
purpose of returning. He felt that he needed a change, but he hoped that while at home he might 
more fully equip himself for Christian work in Africa. But God has permitted this hope to be 
frustrated, and an eleventh name is placed on the roll of missionaries who have laid down their 
lives in establishing the Society’s Central African Mission. The last, however, has succumbed, 
not to the ill effects of climate, but to the turbulent and warlike spirit which now predominates. 
His last letter to the Foreign Secretary, received after the tidings of his death, was as follows: - 

“Mamboia, Central Africa, 

“December 24th, 1888. 

“To Rev. R.W. Thompson, Foreign Secretary, L.M.S. 

“Dear Mr. Thompson, - You will see by this I have got so far on my way home, and, so 
far, all is well. I left Urambo November 12th, ten days after the arrival of Rev. T.F. Shaw. Mr. 
Draper came with me as far as Unyanyembe, to take on the loads Mr. Stokes had brought on. My 
health has been the best all the way down. 

“But, having got so far, I am afraid of a block. The mail is seventeen or eighteen days 
overdue; and the rumors here of the state of affairs towards the coast are not of the best. 

“Owing to the Germans having blockaded Saadani, no Europeans or their men are 
allowed to pass through, so that my men, or most of them, are in a state of rebellion. 
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“I have just seen one of the Sultan of Zanzibar’s captains, and with him I have arranged 
to go down. It is said quietly that he will desert us on the road; but I don’t put the slightest value 
on these rumors. The only difficulty, I cannot get my men to think as I do. 

“If as I hope to leave here to-morrow, and all being well, I ought to be at Zanzibar about 
January 6th or 7th, and should leave on 15th by steamer for home. 

“Mr. Roscoe here is sending the mails down under cover with these soldiers, hence this 
from me. 

“It is not certainly a very bright look-out, but I trust Him who has hitherto led me. And, 
trusting to meet you soon, believe me, dear Sir, yours respectfully, 

“A. Brooks.” 

Thus troublous times have come upon Central Africa, and the faith of the Christian 
worker is put to a severe test. Last year there was fighting upon Lake Nyassa. This year matters 
have become still more critical. The missionaries of the Church Missionary Society were the first 
to suffer. A revolution took place in Uganda; the missionaries were expelled; and Uganda (not 
Nyanza as a whole however) is for the time closed against them. Next we heard of the murder of 
eight German missionaries at their station near the coast. German gunboats shelled the towns and 
villages along the coast, and the natives retaliated by killing German missionaries. Lastly, came 
the tidings of the murder of Mr. Brooks. 

The fact is the East African situation has, during the last five years,* undergone a 
complete change in consequence of German aggression, and slowly, but surely, Great Britain is 
discovering that friendship with Germany is a costly article, and that German colonization 
schemes are inimical to British commerce and British missions alike. Both are for the present 
imperiled. 

*See an able article, “England and Germany in East Africa,” in the February number of 
the Fortnightly Review. 

Pg 83 – “News from Abroad” 
Tidings from Central Africa 

On Monday, February 11th, a heavy mail reached the Mission House from the Society’s 
agents at Zanzibar and its missionaries in the interior, the general tenor of which was at once 
communicated to the newspapers. The agents themselves report that the mail had been 
interrupted in the coast district only. They had not heard of one Arab of any position openly 
taking part with the insurgents. A large caravan of ivory belonging to the chief or Urambo had 
been plundered near Bagamoyo, and since then the Wanyamwezi had been fighting on the side 
of the Germans, and a number of them had been killed. When instructed to send an escort to 
bring Mr. Brooks and others to the coast, the Governor of Saadani said it was impossible for him 
to do so, for he could not venture inland himself. 

A letter from the Rev. T.F. Shaw tells of his safe arrival at Urambo on November 2nd. Mr. 
Draper and himself were in excellent health. Mrs. Shaw, during the latter part of the journey, had 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

suffered much, but on reaching their destination at once began to improve. Mr. A.J. Swann also 
reports that on October 18th, he, and the party he had conducted from the coast, had reached Ujiji 
in health and peace. Dr. Mather, though still far from strong, was very much better. The journey 
was accomplished in three months and two days, and without the loss of a single package. The 
chairs for Mrs. Swann and Mrs. Hemans answered admirably, and proved an economical mode 
of transport. Both the ladies were as well as when they left the coast. The Arabs were glad to see 
him back again. No news of Stanley had reached them. The party were to cross to Kavala Island 
in the Alfigiri. Mr. Carson and Mr. Wright both send cheering news from Kavala Island. They 
were well, and, by medical work, teaching, and public services, were trying to commend the 
Gospel to the natives. 

Most encouraging of all, perhaps, are the letters from Mr. D.P. Jones, who, our readers 
may remember, has settled with his wife at a new station at Fwambo, fifty miles distant from the 
south end of Tanganyika. “The prospect of a strong central station at Fwambo,” he writes,” is 
especially cheering, as the healthiness of the locality has by this time been thoroughly tested, and 
the result is all that we can desire. The fact of my wife and myself not having suffered from a 
day’s illness during a period of nine months denotes a state of things hitherto unknown in this 
Mission.” In anticipation of reinforcements, Mr. Jones adds: “With a strong force of men, 
possessed of health and energy, we cannot but make an impression – a strong impression – on 
those round about us. We have here the best material for work that I have seen in Central Africa, 
and I have come in contact with a good many different tribes. There is very little laziness here: 
witness the fact that about thirty men left a few days ago for Nyassa to seek work. They only 
need the Gospel and training to make them useful members of society.” We may add that the 
fighting at Karonga’s does not seem to have given Mr. and Mrs. Jones any trouble. Rumor has 
been busy sometimes, but proved to be nothing but rumor. 

Pg 95 – “Announcements” 
Deaths 

Brooks – January 21st, at Mkange, East Africa, Mr. Arthur Brooks, of the Central African 
Mission, aged 28 years. 

April 
Pg 113 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa 

Many will turn with anxious hearts to see if we have any fresh tidings to give concerning 
our brethren and sisters who are in jeopardy in Central Africa. Nothing, however, has been 
received since the telegram of March 3rd, which was at once communicated to the daily papers. 
Possibly, while our pages are passing through the press, something additional may arrive, in 
which case it will reach our readers through the newspapers. We can only pray and patiently 
await news. God can restrain the wrath of man and frustrate the evil purposes of violent men. Let 
us ask Him, yea, trust Him, to do this for His servants on Lake Tanganyika. 
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Pg 126 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

The Rev. H. Lea (late of Central Africa) and Mrs. Lea, embarked at Liverpool for New 
York, en route to Jamaica, per steamer Britannic, March 6th. 

May 
Pg 143 – “The Cambridge University Auxiliary to the L.M.S.” 

By Mr. R.S. Conway, Fellow of Caius College, Cambridge 

The foundation of an Auxiliary to the Society in the University of Cambridge is an event 
of some importance alike to the cause of missions and religious freedom… A few details as the 
beginnings of the Cambridge Auxiliary may be added here. They will be of interest, perhaps, as a 
record in years to come… The first general meeting of the Auxiliary was held in a lecture-room 
of King’s College, on March 4th, 1889, to hear an address from Captain Hore, the first occasion 
on which a college-room has ever been lent to a religious society not connected with the 
Established Church… 
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Pg 158 – “Kavala Island Schools” 
The engraving on the opposite page is from two photographs brought home by Captain 

Hore. Our readers will look upon them with interest, and be in a better position for understanding 
the frequent references made to the schools in our Central African News. 

The Girls’ School is now in its fourth year. Mrs. Hore commenced it in 1885. The Boys’ 
School was begun some months afterwards by Captain Hore in deference to a wish of the chief, 
who could not see the fairness of teaching girls and neglecting the education of boys. 

Pg 167 – “Personal Items” 
The death of Captain Hore’s little son “Jack,” announced on page 174, will awaken much 

sympathy. His name is inseparably connected with the story of the Kavala Island Mission; for, 
child as he was, his presence and influence among the natives were most helpful to the work. His 
serious illness on the journey up country, and during the first few months of his stay, endeared 
him to a large number of friends, to whom the news of his death will come as a shock. The Rev. 
Stanley Rogers, of Liverpool, has suggested that Sunday school children should provide a 
headstone for the grave, and subscriptions for this purpose are being received. 

Pg 171 – “Book Notices” 
Garenganze; or, Seven Years’ Pioneer Mission Work in Central Africa. By Frederick 

Stanley Arnot. With Twenty Illustrations and a Map. London: James E. Hawkins, 17, Paternoster 
Row, E.C. Price 3s. 6d. 

A remarkable story of adventure, patient endurance, quiet heroism, and earnest purpose 
rarely equalled. The name of Arnot must now be added to the list of great African travelers and 
of devoted African missionaries. Single-handed, but with indomitable pluck and determinism, 
the intrepid young pioneer tramped along from Natal to Shoshong, thence through the Kalahari 
desert – a land of dreadful thirst and suffering – to the Zambesi and northwards to the Barotse 
land. For a year and nine months he stayed among the Barotse, became familiar with their 
customs, was eve ready to befriend them, and lost no opportunity of telling them of God. From 
the Barotse Valley he went down to Benguella on the west coast, traveling by way of Bihé. Four 
of the seven years were spent in these journeys. The next eight months were occupied in 
traveling from the west coast to Garenganze, an extensive and populous district lying to the west 
of Lakes Moero and Bangweolo. For two years he remained in Garenganze, and then came home 
to tell of what he had seen, and to obtain a band of co-workers with whom to return. The story, 
from beginning to end, is told in plain, unvarnished language, and in the greatest simplicity of 
spirit, but is of absorbing interest. Christian young men especially should read it. 

Pg 173 – “Announcements” 
Births 

Tomory – March 26th, at Haltwhistle, the wife of J. Kay Tomory, M.B.C.M., formerly of 
the Central African Mission, of a daughter. 
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Deaths 
Hore – April 5th, at 26, Stavordale Road, Highbury Hill, N., John Edward – “Jack” – age 

seven years, only child of Captain E.C. Hore, of the Central African Mission. 

Ninety-Fifth Report of the London Missionary Society 1889 
Pg 11 – “Central Africa” 

Early in the year disquieting news came from Central Africa that trouble had arised 
between the African Lakes Company and Arab traders at the north end of Lake Nyassa. The 
strife which then broke out has been continued at intervals ever since, and one result has been the 
complete closure of communication with Lake Tanganyika by the Zambezi route. At first it was 
feared that the strife might be part of a general uprising of Arabs against Europeans, or that, even 
if this was not the case, the disturbance might spread along the path from Nyassa to Tanganyika, 
and endanger the lives of the missionaries at the new station at Fambo [Fwambo]. Captain Hore 
and Mr. Carson at Kavala Island advised their friends to give up the new station, and to retire to 
Kavala. The danger which appeared thus serious at a distance had scarcely been visible on the 
spot, and Mr. and Mrs. Jones decided that it would be better for them to remain at the post they 
had so recently occupied, Mr. Wright moving to Kavala to join Mr. Carson, and thus to render it 
possible to keep communication open by way of the Lake. God has graciously spread the shield 
of His protection over the members of the Mission. The threatened troubles have not come near 
them. They have had no molestation, either from the Arabs or the natives. The locality, which is 
more than 5,000 feet above sea level, has been proved to be exceptionally healthy. The natives 
belonging to the two tribes, between those towns the mission station is situated, are said to be a 
fine, manly, independent race, and everything promises well for the success of the new station. 

Captain and Mrs. Hore left the Lake in June on their return journey to England, and 
Messrs. Carson and Wright carried on the work which had been begun on Kavala Island. In May, 
Mr. and Mrs. Swann left England for Tanganyika, accompanied by Dr. Mather, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hemans, and Mr. Draper. The last-named waited at Zanzibar for Mr. and Mrs. Shaw, who started 
a few weeks later, and whose companion in labor he was to be at Urambo. The first party 
reached the Lake on October 18th, after a successful journey from the coast. Dr. Mather and Mr. 
and Mrs. Hemans proceeded at once to the south end of the Lake, to join Mr. and Mrs. Jones at 
Fambo [Fwambo], and news has recently reached this country of their safe arrival and of their 
happy prospects. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw and Mr. Draper reached Urambo on November 2nd. 

Meanwhile, shortly after these travelers left the coast, the inhabitants of the seaboard 
district rose in insurrection against the German East African Company, communication with the 
coast was entirely closed, and naturally, great anxiety prevailed for the safety of the party far 
away on Lake Tanganyika and the neighboring stations. This anxiety has not lessened by the 
tidings of the murder of Mr. Arthur Brooks, near Saadani. For a while the prospects of the 
Mission looked dark indeed; but, before long, further news arrived showing that the disturbance 
had not extended into the interior. At Urambo there was no sign or rumor of danger; at Kavala 
Island the missionaries were under the protection of the most powerful Arab on the Lake; at 
Fambo all was peace. 
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During this year of unrest Mission work has not been neglected. Mr. Brooks, while alone 
at Urambo, kept up a small school of boys, and went about among the neighboring villages with 
his concertina, singing hymns and speaking of Christ. 

On Kavala Island, a boys’ school of eighteen or twenty scholars has been continued, and 
the boys have made satisfactory progress. Several can now read the Testament; the writing of 
two or three is good; and they have learned a number of hymns and passages of Scripture. Half 
the boys, under the direction of Mr. Carson, have been trained in industrial work; Sunday 
services have been regularly maintained; and Mr. Wright has found his medical knowledge and 
his medicines in constant requisition. 

On the new station (Fambo) Mr. Jones has carried on worship with his men, and has 
sought to make known the Gospel to the people of the neighboring towns. After the arrival of 
Mr. Hemans the erection of a school-house was at once begun. 

Thus, apart from the political complications to which reference has been made, the 
prospects of the Central African Mission appear to be brighter at the commencement of the new 
year than they ever have been. The health of the missionary party is on the whole satisfactory; 
the steamer is at work on the Lake; the natives are friendly and trustful; mission operations on a 
small scale are actually proceeding. 

June 
Pg 177 – “Our Ninety-Fifth Anniversary” 

… 

Captain E.C. Hore (of Central Africa), who was commended by the Chairman to the 
profound sympathy of the meeting, spoke of missionary work in Central Africa, which had, he 
said, been so successful that three stations had been formed, at each of which missionaries were 
now at work, while 300 more might be formed on the same foundations, if workers would go 
out. The difficulties of distance, climate, slavery, and heathenism had been successfully dealt 
with. He had passed over the road from the coast to Lake Tanganyika five times, and made the 
acquaintance of the people en route; also of those around the thousand miles of coast-line 
enclosing the Lake by means of the Good News and the Kalabash, a boat rescued from slave 
trading in order to be used for London Missionary Society’s work. The missionaries had to 
attend to the wants of the people. Having done that in the past, their names were woven in the 
tribal songs of the Walungas at the south end of the Lake. They had an open door to them; had 
won their respect and love, and now had a prosperous mission station among them at Fwambo. 
The possibility of living in Africa and preaching Christ in the heart of the Dark Continent was no 
longer a question for consideration. Would it not rather be the subject of their determination, that 
the work which God had so placed in their hands should not be slackened or cease until “at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow”? 

… 
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Pg 208 – “Announcements” 
Births 

Jones – November 16th, at Fwambo, Central Africa, the wife of the Rev. D.P. Jones, of a 
son. 

Deaths 
Jones – December 26th, at Fwambo, Central Africa, the infant son of the Rev. D.P. Jones, 

aged 6 weeks. 

July 
Pg 234 – “Personal Items” 

The Rev. G.H. Lea, who had to leave Kavala Island and Central Africa in consequence of 
the failure of his health, is now happily settled as minister of Four Paths, Brixton Hill, Jamaica. 
He has three or four out-stations under his care as well as Four Paths, and has to spend much 
time on horseback going to and from these out-stations. 

- 

Communication with Central Africa is now very irregular, the Zanzibar route being 
closed, and that by Nyassa altogether uncertain. The last letters received bear date February 11th. 
The party of missionaries at Fwambo, the new station in the highlands, were all in excellent 
health. Mr. and Mrs. Hemans were delighted with the invigorating, yet balmy, air which, they 
say, resembles their native air of Jamaica. Dr. Mather was quite well. At Kavala Island, on the 
other hand, they had been suffering. Mr. Wright had been laid aside with small-pox, which is a 
frequent scourge in Equatorial Africa. 

September 
Pg 291 – “News from Abroad” 

Tidings from Kavala Island 

On July 23rd, the Foreign Secretary received two short letters from Kavala Island, the 
general contents of which were at once communicated to the daily newspapers. As far as it goes, 
the intelligence they convey is satisfactory. All was quiet at Kavala Island. Mohammed Bin 
Halfin had been true to his promise, and continued to befriend the missionaries. In consequence 
of his firmness the other Arabs had not dared to manifest hostility, so that up to the date of the 
letters (March 7th and 9th) all was quiet. The missionaries had been over to Ujiji, and Mohammed 
Bin Halfin had supplied them with salt, rice, and other necessaries. Mr. Wright was better, and 
had removed from the house in which he had been isolated. Dr. Mather pronouncing him 
convalescent. As far as the doctor could see, the fever had not permanently disabled him. The 
other members of the Kavala Island mission were well, and thankful for the peace and comfort in 
which they were living. The one great trial was the non-arrival of their letters. No mail had 
reached them since that which had left England in October. As regards future movements Mr. 
Carson writes: “We expect to go south about the end of this month” [March] [sic] “with Mr. 
Wright, who will proceed to Fwambo. We expect to bring back the doctor to Kavala, after which 
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I shall proceed to the south end to build the new station. Mr. Swann expects to join me in July. 
We shall have another look about before we finally fix upon the spot. The committee decided on 
the neighborhood of Niomkorlo [Niamkolo].” 

These letters were brought down to the coast by messengers of Tippu-Tib [Tippu Tip], 
and so go through to Zanzibar. Other mails have failed to do so. We are still without letters from 
Urambo, where Mr. and Mrs. Shaw and Mr. Draper are stationed, and from Fwambo. But we 
may confidently hope that He who is watching over His servants on Kavala is in like manner 
caring for the others, and that in due time we shall hear good tidings of them likewise. 

November 
Pg 360 – “News from Abroad” 

Central Africa 

Up to the date of our going to press no news had been received from our brethren and 
sisters in Central Africa. The last letters from Kavala Island were dated March 9th, those from 
Fwambo February 7th, those from Urambo January 23rd. But as the blockade is now happily at an 
end the country ought to settle down once more, and the mails that have been accumulating on 
the road soon get through to the coast. We must still await their arrival with patience. In the 
meantime let us remember our isolated friends in our prayers. They must feel the absence of 
communications far more keenly than we do. 

December 
Pg 389 – “News from Abroad” 

A Letter from Central Africa 

After a long and anxious interval a letter has at last come to hand from one of the isolated 
band of missionaries on Lake Tanganyika, or rather from Fwambo, the hill station fifty miles to 
the south of the Lake. It is from the Rev. D.P. Jones and bears date June 25th. The last mail that 
had reached Fwambo left England in November, since which they had been entirely dependent 
upon native reports as to what was stirring in the outside world. All, however, were well and in 
fairly good spirits. Indirectly we learn that the missionaries at Kavala Island were also well, as 
Mr. Jones refers to them and mentions that Mr. Swann and Dr. Mather were expected in Fwambo 
in July. The Arabs near Lake Nyassa were desirous of peace with the British settlers, and willing 
to pay for it, but were not disposed to leave the district. The supply of cloth – which in those 
regions take the place of coin – was getting low, but Mr. Jones though that they might, with great 
economy, still hold out for some months to come. 

Pg 399 – “Home News” 
A Memorial Tablet 

The friends connected with the William Street Congregational Church, Windsor, of 
which the Rev. T. Orr is the pastor, have erected a tablet to the memory of the late Mr. Arthur 
Brooks, who was formerly first a scholar and then a teacher in their Sunday-school. On 
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Wednesday evening, October 30th, this tablet was unveiled at a special service by the Rev. E.H. 
Jones, Home Secretary of the Society. The inscription reads as follows: - 

“In Affectionate Remembrance of 

“Arthur Brooks, 

“A member of this church, who, having volunteered for mission work in Central Africa, 
was sent out by the London Missionary Society in May, 1882, to Lake Tanganyika. After seven 
years of diligent and faithful labor, first at Liendwe, in the construction of the missionary 
steamer, Good News, and afterwards at the mission station at Urambo, he was returning to 
England, but was treacherously attacked and murdered by Zanzibaris on January 21st, 1889, at 
Mkange, sixteen miles from the coast in the 29th year of his age. 

“’Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.’ – Rev. ii. 10.” 

1890 
January 
Pg 20 – “News from Abroad” 

More Letters from Central Africa 

The detained mails are beginning to come through Zanzibar now, and letters written and 
dispatched many months ago are at last arriving. Some of them are, that is; others will probably 
never again be seen. 
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The latest direct news from Kavala Island bears the ancient date of February 7th. 
Indirectly our friends there have been heard of up to the end of June. From Urambo we have 
tidings as recent as the second week of September. Mrs. Shaw had been very ill for six months, 
but had fully recovered when she last wrote. Indeed, in a latter to her father, the Rev. J. Stewart, 
of Reading, she reported herself as quite well. In one of her home letters she says: - “There is no 
chance of our getting a caravan up from the coast, so we shall be hard up for such food as we get 
from England, tea, sugar, etc.; but we can live on native food. We have fowls, mutton, goats, 
native flour, and, just now, plenty of milk, butter, and eggs. The water is good.” 

By advices from the Society’s agents at Zanzibar, we learn that at the beginning of 
November, the road being comparatively safe, they were dispatching a caravan of provisions, 
drugs, cloth, and other necessaries, so that this trouble will soon be ended. 

As regards the work, Mrs. Shaw sends the following description of a visit they had paid 
to a neighboring chief, and an account of her endeavors to establish a school. She writes: - 

“We went to Konongo, the chief’s village, and intended to visit six or eight other villages, 
but we found the headmen of these were holding a council at Konongo, and they asked us to visit 
their places when they would be at home. The chief’s wives were very anxious to see me, and 
examined me pretty thoroughly, though not rudely. Some of them – their name is legion – are 
very nice-looking. One, an Abyssinian, is really beautiful. There are two head-wives, one 
belongs to the Urambo women, and the other to the Wilyankuro. Each lives in a separate part of 
the village with a stockade round the houses. They have lots of slaves. Each wife of any 
importance has a house to herself inside one or other of these stockades. We put up our tent in 
the Wilyankuro place under some trees. It was quiet and cool. I went into the head-wife’s house 
three times, and she came to the tent and enjoyed the singing and music very much. In the 
evening we had a short service, but as the chief and a number of men came, the women had to 
keep at a distance. They came afterwards, and we sang some more hymns to them. We 
breakfasted next day with an Arab, who is sort of Prime Minister there. He was very polite. Then 
we went back to the tent, and had people coming all the afternoon to hear the singing. In the 
evening we played the harmonium and concertina; so with Elizabeth (A servant taken from 
Zanzibar) and the children we had quite a choir. On the Saturday we went to Kirera, twelve miles 
further on. Had a shady camp inside the chief’s stockade. He is a nice old man. The wives and 
other women were in and out of the tent all day. They were amazed at the triple looking-glass, 
and never tired of admiring themselves in it. Large numbers of men and women came to the 
Sunday services; but we could not have much singing, for they got up a dance in our honor. The 
drums were going for hours. The men danced about with their guns, and every few minutes fired 
one off, so you may imagine the noise. The women kept up a kind of scream all the time. At 
night, I went out and found the women sitting round fires and eating potatoes. So I sat down too 
and had one, and they were so pleased. Although we left very early next morning, they were all 
up to see us off, and many came with us a long way. 

“Our chief advises us not to go about any more just now; for he says he cannot trust the 
Arabs a bit. I have ten girls coming every day to school, and they know the alphabet already. 
Some are very quick, especially the little ones. Some have been learning to sew on some pieces 
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of an old dress of mine, and are very painstaking. I have no thimbles for them. We have only a 
few yards of cloth left, so I got them to make their little dresses out of a piece of old curtain stuff. 
They make quite a gay picture when they are all together. They know a good many hymns now, 
can sing nicely, and always come to the service. They are very fond of teaching each other, so I 
let them take it in turns to point out the letters on the black-board.” 

February 
Pg 37 – “Mr. Stanley on Missions” 

In a letter to Mr. Alexander L. Bruce, Dr. Livingstone’s son-in-law, which appeared in 
the daily papers on Tuesday, January 7th, and dated Ugogo, October 15th, 1889, Mr. H.M. 
Stanley pays an emphatic and striking tribute to the noble work accomplished by the C.M.S. 
missionaries in Buganda. He testifies in strong terms to the advance of Christianity in Central 
Africa, and speaks in highest praise of the activity and devotedness of the workers. Mr. Stanley 
visited Buganda prior to the introduction of Christianity, and he it was who called attention to it 
as a promising field of labor, so that he has a special right to speak. 

After describing the arrival in his camp of a deputation of Waganda Christians, and 
giving a detailed story of the revolution and subsequent struggles with which the friends of 
missions are already acquainted, the great African explorer proceeds to say: - 

“I take this powerful body of native Christians in the heart of Africa – who prefer exile 
for the sake of their faith to serving a monarch indifferent or hostile to their faith, as more 
substantial evidence of the work of Mackay than any number of imposing structures clustered 
together and called a mission station would be. These native Africans have endured the most 
deadly persecutions – the stake and the fire, the cord and the club, the sharp knife, and the rifle 
bullet have all been tried to cause them to reject the teachings they have absorbed. Staunch in 
their beliefs, firm in their convictions, they have held together stoutly and resolutely, and 
Mackay and Ashe may point to these with a righteous pride as the results of their labors to the 
good kindly people at home who trusted in them. 

“I suppose you do not know Mackay personally. Well, he is a Scotchman – the toughest 
little fellow you could conceive. Young, too – probably thirty-two years or so, and bears the 
climate splendidly – even his complexion is uninjured – not Africanized yet by any means, 
despite twelve years’ continued residence. These Mission Societies certainly contrive to produce 
extraordinary men. Apropos of Scotchmen, can you tell me why they succeed oftener than other 
people? Take Moffat, Livingstone, Mackay, real Scotchmen with the burr. They stand pre-
eminent above all other missionaries, no matter what nationality. It is not because they are 
Scotchmen that they succeed. It is not because they are better men in any one way or the other, 
physically, mentally, or morally – of that we may rest assured – but it is because they have been 
more educated in one thing than all others. While I say this I review mentally all whom I know 
and have met, and I repeat the statement confidently. That one thing is Duty. 

“These missionaries, Moffat, Livingstone, Mackay, piously brought up, are taught among 
other things what duty is, what it means; not to yield to anything but strict duty. Thus Moffat can 
persevered for fifty years in doing his duty among the heathen; and Livingstone, having given his 
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promise to Sir Roderick that he will do his best, thinks it will be a breach of his duty to return 
home before he finishes his work; and Mackay plods on, despite every disadvantage, sees his 
house gutted and his flock scattered, and yet, with an awful fear of breach of duty, clings with 
hopefulness to a good time coming, when the natives of the country will be able to tell to each 
other the good news of ‘Peace and goodwill to men.’” 

We are thankful for this testimony. It is disinterested and above suspicion. Its candor, 
thoroughness, an cordiality are admirable. Moreover, to many who never design to look at the 
Gleaner, or the Intelligencer, or any other missionary periodical, such words will come home 
with unusual force, and people generally will begin to acknowledge that missions are a power 
after all. Our readers hardly need such testimony. They have long since been convinced that 
mission work in Central Africa, beset with difficulties as it avowedly is, will do more for Africa 
than any other agency. But let us pray more fervently, and strive more earnestly to make this 
conviction an accomplished fact. Each society has its allotted task in the center of the great Dark 
Continent. Tanganyika is our watchword. We are surmounting the difficulties of transit and of 
climate; we have completely won the confidence and goodwill of the natives met with on the 
route to the lake and that inhabit its shores; and once the present disturbed political condition be 
brought to an end, we may confidently look for cheering, moral, and spiritual progress and 
enlightenment. We, too, shall then rejoice in a strong body of native Christians. May the Lord of 
the harvest soon grant us this great joy. 

Pg 56 – “From all Fields” 
Losses in Central Africa 

News has come to hand of the death, by fever, of Mr. Thomas Morris (late of 
Walthamstow), and of Mr. Gall, members of the party of reinforcements who went out to join 
Mr. Frederick S. Arnot in his missionary work in Central Africa. This is the third of the party, 
says The Christian (through which the information comes), that have thus been called to their 
rest. These sad losses seem to be inevitable in the early stages of missionary pioneering. They are 
the heavy price that has to be paid for experience. But patience, prudence, and perseverance 
gradually enable missionaries to conquer all the difficulties of climate and the new conditions of 
their life, and we doubt not that it will be so in this Garenganze Mission. 

March 
Pg 67 – “The British South Africa Company and the Native Races” 

Important Statement by the Duke of Fife 

On Wednesday, January 29th, a meeting was held at the Mansion House, in the City of 
London, to consider questions affecting the welfare of African races. The Lord Mayor (Sir Henry 
Isaacs) presided, and the meeting was thoroughly representative in character and composition. In 
seconding a resolution of hearty thanks to His Majesty the King of the Belgians for having 
convened the International Conference now sitting at Brussels, the resolution having been 
proposed by Earl Granville, the Duke of Fife of the British South Africa Company. Of this 
Company, which under its Royal Charter has been entrusted with very extensive rights, His 
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Grace is vice-president. From the Times newspaper of January 30th we quote the following report 
of his speech: - 

The Duke of Fife: It gives me great pleasure to accede to the request that I should second 
this resolution. Not only am I very glad to have the privilege of expressing my hearty sympathy 
with the objects of this Society and with the terms of this resolution, but it occurs to me that it 
may perhaps be of interest to this meeting to hear that the British South Africa Company, of 
which I have the honor to be vice-president, is determined – I may say obliged – to act in the 
spirit of this resolution. (Hear, hear.) One of my colleagues, Mr. Cawston, will start in a few days 
for Brussels to represent our Company at the Conference which will shortly assemble in that city, 
and he will there have the honor of an interview with the King of the Belgians, who, I may add, 
has been in correspondence with myself. His Majesty is very anxious to exchange views with 
regard to all these important matters which interest this Society, and which affect the Congo Free 
State as deeply as they do the South Africa Company. Our Company is particularly anxious that 
it should be clear understood by the public that it does not consider it is merely a trade 
association. Of course it seeks to develop in every way and to the fullest possible extent the trade 
of South Africa, but it will never, I can assure you, lose sight of the high functions it has 
undertaken – I mean the civilization and the elevation of the aborigines of that long-neglected 
country, where I feel these unfortunate people have been too long the prey of unscrupulous 
European traders and brutal Arab man-stealers. (Hear, hear.) In doing so we shall only be 
carrying out the terms of our charter, from which I should like to read two short clauses. They 
are these: - 

“The Company shall, to the best of its ability, discourage and, so far as may be 
practicable, abolish by degrees any system of slave trade or domestic servitude in the territories 
aforesaid. 

“The company shall regulate the traffic in spirits and other intoxicating liquors within the 
territories aforesaid, so as, as far as practicable, to prevent the sale of any spirits or other 
intoxicating liquor to any native.” 

To these obligations we are determined to adhere, both in the letter and the spirit. It is 
only three months to-day, curiously enough, since our charter was signed, and therefore I feel it 
would be premature to say anything about what we have done; but it may be of interest to the 
meeting to hear that we are working in active co-operation with the African Lakes Company. We 
have undertaken to give them every possible assistance in carrying out the admirable work which 
I dare say you all know they are engaged in. I think it will be satisfactory for the country to hear 
that we intend, in cooperation with the African Lakes Company, to establish steam locomotion 
on the Zambesi [Zambezi] and the Shiré, and that we also intend to establish a monthly postal 
service, as well as a service for passengers between the sea and the missionary stations, because 
we are convinced that it is one of the most effectual modes of checking the raids of the slave-
dealers, and also the introduction into the country of undesirable and objectionable commodities. 
We must all feel, however, that the efforts of individuals and companies, and I may say even of 
the International Conference, must fall short of the full attainment of these objects unless they 
receive the sympathy of the public at large. I presume that is why this meeting has been 

https://patintheworld.com/2022/01/23/the-chronicle-1886-1890/


Transcription of articles from The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society pertaining to the Central African 
Mission. Transcribed by patintheworld.com (permalink). If this is useful for your research, please contact me there. 

convened to-day. We know that the sympathy of the City of London never fails a good cause, 
and by supporting – as I hope it will unanimously – this resolution, the City of London will add 
one more to the many services it has rendered to the oppressed and the unfortunate. (Cheers.) 

This is all that one could wish. Every philanthropist, and especially ever friend of foreign 
missions, will note this statement with great satisfaction; and if the Company steadily adheres to 
this policy, it will confer incalculable benefit upon the native tribes of South Africa. 

Pg 94 – “From all Fields” 
The Universities’ Mission and the Germans 

The February number of Central Africa, a monthly record of the work of the 
Universities’ Mission, contains an interesting letter from the Rev. H.W. Woodward, the 
missionary in charge of the Magila District. This district is passing under German rule, and Mr. 
Woodward’s letter throw considerable side-light upon the character and general effect of the 
change. The chiefs have been down to a place called Tanga, to meet Major Wissman, and are 
quietly accepting the new régime. That which above all reconciles the people to this is the fact 
that they do now obtain justice and redress, whenever possible, at the hands of the Germans. The 
only complaint heard is that those who engage themselves for work must work, and that those 
who are in the chain-gang for offences – such as stealing, etc. – have a very hard time of it; but 
then, they say, it is what they deserve. On the whole this letter is decidedly reassuring, and seems 
to indicate that the work of the Mission meets with German approval. 

April 
Pg 104 – “Tidings from Central Africa” 

Since our last issue letters from Niumkorlo [Niamkolo], at the south end of Lake 
Tangnayika, and from Fwambo, the hill station fifty miles inland on the route to Lake Nyassa, 
have come to hand. A summary of these letters was published in several daily papers. Our 
friends have been in great peril, as an extract from a letter from Mr. A. Carson, B.Sc., will show, 
and were still in straits for provisions and cloth for barter purposes and wages; but we have 
grounds for thinking that the worst is now past, and that supplies may soon reach them.* 

Mr. Carson, in a letter from Niumkorlo, dated September 9th, says: - 

“I have pleasure in informing you that H.B.M.’s Consul-General at Zanzibar, in reply to 
my letter of January, has sent us valuable advice, and expresses a kindly interest in our welfare. 
By the same mail he induced the Sultan to send orders to the Arabs to protect us. 

“We understood that all the Arabs at Ujiji maintain their deep hostility to us, despite their 
plausible behavior in our presence, except Mohamed bin Alfan, who has rendered us invaluable 
assistance in getting cloth and other supplies, not to mention the fact that he undoubtedly has 
preserved the lives of nearly all the members of the Mission and protected our property; for 
before his arrival at Ujiji the Arabs had not only decided to attack us, but had arranged the 
distribution of our boats and other property among themselves, when Mohamed bin Alfan 
refused to have anything to do with it. He tells us that Tipp-Tib [Tippu Tip] has sent him word 
that he must defend us, even if he has to fight. I am sorry to say that we see no difference 
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morally between our friend and our enemies; but all the same, we owe our lives to him, and 
therefore have passed a resolution of thanks to him.” 

*As we are going to press, a later mail from Fwambo, with letters dated December 13th, 
has arrived. They bring little news, but say that all are well. 

The Rev. D.P. Jones’s letter we give in extenso: - 

“Fwambo, September 24th, 1889. 

“Dear Mr. Thompson, - There being another opportunity of sending a mail across to 
Karonga by Captain Trivier, we avail ourselves of it, seeing that the Zanzibar route is now 
hopelessly closed. As you will learn from the Secretary’s letter, our Annual Committee has just 
been held at Niumkorlo. We spent a happy time together, all the members on the Lake being 
present. Those of us who have been connected with this Mission for any number of years could 
not help reflecting with deep gratitude upon the fact that during the last three years we have had 
no deaths, but, on the contrary, that, with one or two exceptions, we have all enjoyed 
exceedingly good health. We could not fail to be thankful also that we have lately entered upon a 
new era in the history of the Mission (if we exclude Urambo), in that all the Wangwana 
(Mohammedan employés hired from Zanzibar) have been dispensed with. It is needless to repeat 
here what has been written before concerning the evil influence which these people exerted upon 
the natives with a view to convince you that their presence proved not only an injury to our 
work, but an absolute preventive of progress, if not an actual evil which more than 
counterbalanced our efforts, seeing you have already expressed a similarly earnest desire that 
they should be removed as soon as possible. It is also needless to say that while we have been 
training Swahili men in useful work, we have not benefited them merely, but also the Arabs, 
whose faithful helpers they have always been. Some, for instance, have been taught the 
management of the engine in the steamer, and could, in the event of the Arabs taking the boat 
from us, work it without difficulty. That they have no affection for us, but would instantly leave 
us if we had any misunderstanding with the Arabs, is a question that will admit of no doubt. 
Consequently our training Wangwana in any knowledge that is purely European might be turned 
into account against ourselves any day, whereas our training natives would, in all probability, 
have the opposite result. Not only would they be likely to cling to us in trouble, but could not, on 
the other hand, be of much use to the Arabs on account of the latter having no knowledge of their 
language. 

“The S.S. ‘Good News’ Worked by Natives 

“It was particularly fortunate that the Wangwana left of their own accord, seeing that if 
they had been dismissed in a body the Arabs might have misconstrued our action. Their 
departure was not a trifle to the marine department, and Mr. Swann has already had to 
accomplish some gigantic work in running the steamer with only natives on board. Still, it must 
be extremely pleasing to him, looking upon this first huge effort, to be able to call it an unmixed 
success. The question of doing away with the Kiswahili language is a minor one, and will also be 
dealt with before long, I have no doubt. In Mambwe and Ulungu they have the same language, 
therefore we are able to give our brethren at the Lake a little help in their language work. 
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“The Sunday we were down at Niumkorlo I had the pleasure of conducting my first 
formal service in Kimambwe. I found afterwards it was also the opening service of the 
schoolroom there. There was a fairly good attendance, and the people listened attentively. 

“With regard to our work here you will see from one of the resolutions of Committee that 
Mr. Wright and myself have arranged that the one should take charge of the teaching and the 
other devote himself to the language, believing that by such an arrangement we can do more 
work and also avoid possible friction. 

“Fighting. 

“It is very unfortunate that at this time the two neighboring chiefs Pensa and Mukangwa 
(Fwambo), are doing what the natives call ‘fighting.’ Pensa says the Fwambo men carried off 
three women from one of his villages, and Fwambo complains of Pensa’s men having killed 
three of his men without any provocation. All we know for certain is that three of Fwambo’s 
people have been killed, and by a party of Pensa’s men. When we arrived at the village where 
Zombe used to live (and which is now under Pensa) on our way here – there being Mr. and Mrs. 
Swann, my wife, and myself – we found the village occupied by three men only. The women, it 
was said, had been carried off by the Awemba and the men had run away. We camped here at 5 
p.m. after a long and heavy march, most of our men being behind. 

“When the bulk of the caravan arrived, shortly after dark, a man came up to us and told 
us the porters were sitting on their loads outside and were wishing to go on. When I went out to 
hear their reason for such an unusual proceeding I was told that a messenger had arrived from 
Pensa to say his village had been attacked by Awemba, three men killed, and that all his men in 
our caravan were sent for to go home as quickly as possible. I returned to the village, telling 
them that when we had consulted together I should let them know our decision. While we were 
considering what was best to do one of the men told me they had all left. The Fwambo men 
remained, and one or two Pensa men who had already settled down for the night. We took the 
precaution of sending a trustworthy man after the Pensa porters who had left, instructing him to 
follow them and remain with them till we arrived. 

“Runaway Porters. 

“Next morning, when I was bringing up three stragglers – the caravan being about a mile 
ahead – we saw six armed men emerging from the forest a little distance before us, and follow 
the caravan at a good pace. Suddenly they turned round, and, seeing us, walked rapidly in our 
direction. I thought they must be Awemba. The men also had some such thoughts, for suddenly 
they left their loads and took to their heels. I walked forward to meet them, wondering whether I 
was going to be captured or shot. To my surprise, when we got nearer each other I recognized the 
foremost as a Fwambo man, then I recognized another and another. I asked them what they were 
looking for, and was told that there was war between their chief and Pensa and that the latter had 
taken three heads; that knowing there were Pensa men in our caravan they had come to seize 
them, if possible, and take their heads in return. My loads having been deserted, I asked two of 
the men to remain with them until I could get on to the caravan and send men back for them. 
Eventually these same men brought on two of the loads, and we all went on by a new path, 
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arriving here about two o’clock. As we trudged along wearily, with a heavy heart, we could not 
help thinking of the loads that the Pensa men had taken the night before, and knowing these 
people to be expert thieves we failed to see any chance of recovering them under these 
circumstances. It was a gloomy reflection, especially when we knew they had all our cloth as 
well as a few other valuable loads. However, there was no help of it; it was simply a case of 
yielding to the inevitable. To our surprise and unutterable joy, no sooner had we paid the 
Fwambo porters and they were well out of sight, than in filed the Pensa men with every load 
intact. It was more than we had even dreamt of. 

“Native Tactics. 

“Next morning, Fwambo and his men (all armed) came down to beg powder of us. After 
we had persistently refused it, saying we had no wish either to help or to interfere in any way, 
they left in a most unceremonious fashion. As they were going home they were met by Pensa and 
his people, and apparently a free fight ensued. We counted over forty shots, and, concluded that 
many people had been killed. It turned out, however that not a man was wounded even – they 
probably fired at random. Going home, Pensa and his people in their turn called upon us, 
explained the whole affair, begged us to remain neutral, asked for nothing; but behaved 
altogether gentlemanly. Since then (over a fortnight ago) the fighting has been carried on on the 
ambush system, parties of Pensa men scattered over the country watching for a solitary Fwambo 
man if by chance any emerge from the village. They have not killed any more that we know of; 
but this carried on for months will prevent any cultivation being done, and consequently it will 
probably be succeeded eventually by a time of hunger and famine. 

“Great Inconvenience. 

“All the men we had trained for work have left us, and we have had to fall back on the 
Kera people – raw, lazy, impudent men. We were, however, glad to get them as they are, if only 
to carry water and firewood for us. The Pensa people threatened them last week and they all left, 
but Kera sent them back on Sunday, telling Pensa that he (Kera) had no mulandu (dispute) with 
him. The war between Kera and Muti is about finished, consequently we have hopes that the 
former will be able to sell us food henceforth. This unsettled state of affairs, I am sorry to say, 
affects my work in the language considerably. The having a teacher who only knows the 
language I am endeavoring to acquire is, in itself, far from satisfactory, and necessitates a tedious 
course; but when I have to get a new teacher every month, more or less, progress becomes 
painfully slow. I have attempted no translation as yet except the Lord’s Prayer, and that I am 
afraid is not very correct. We had our first service in Kimambwe, on this station, Sunday before 
last, but last Sunday there were no natives here. 

“Disappearance of a Foreigner. 

“I told you, I think, in my last letter that Captain Trivier and his companion Mr. 
Weissemberger had arrived here and were waiting for men to take them on to Karonga. I am 
afraid Mr. Weissemberger ahs come to an unnatural end. Whether he has been murdered by the 
natives or has died in the forest is not yet known. He went away four days ago. Diligent search 
has been made in all the villages, but without success. A gun, followed by four or five shots in 
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quick succession (such as might be fired from a revolver), were heard three nights ago near 
Pensa’s village; but on inquiry from the villagers we were told that three men had arrived from 
Karonga and were fired at in mistake by the sentinel, and that when the villagers heard the shot 
they rushed out and fired a volley. These men, and the porters for Captain Trivier, who are 
expected from Karonga, were at Keresya, and would be here the day following. The porters not 
having arrived, there is reason to suspect that the shots were revolver shots, and were those of 
Mr. Weissemberger. I ought to have said that this gentleman was apparently slightly affected by 
the climate, bad food, etc., and was not altogether responsible for all that he did. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Swann, who have spent a fortnight here for the change of climate and rest 
(Mr. Swann especially needing such a change), returned yesterday. 

“We are all in good health, and I may venture to add in good spirits. 

“With kindest regards, 

“I remain, your sincerely, 

“D. Picton Jones. 

“P.S. – Captain Trivier’s men from Karonga have arrived. 

“We were all somewhat disappointed in not having any letters from home. I have no 
doubt you have received our letters via Nyassa, and in consequence are not anxious respecting 
our welfare. 

“Mr. Weissemberger’s disappearance is still a mystery. Unless he has determined to live 
with the natives, and is in hiding in one of the villages, it is impossible that he can be alive. 
Captain Trivier will proceed on his journey October 1st. 

Pg 125 – “Home News” 
Portrait of Capt. Hore 

The April number of the Evangelical Magazine contains a portrait and a biographical 
sketch of our esteemed missionary, Capt. E.C. Hore, of Central African fame. The portrait is 
excellent, and will be much appreciated by his many friends all over the country. The price of the 
Evangelical Magazine is sixpence. It is published by Mr. Elliot Stock, and can be obtained 
through any bookseller. On Friday, April 25th, Capt. Hore leaves England for a deputation tour 
through the Australasian Colonies. 

May 
Pg 154 – “News from Abroad” 

Later News from Central Africa 

Another mail, brining letters up to December 13th, is to hand from Fwambo (see last 
month’s Chronicle), and letters have also been received from Urambo. The wretched strife 
between the two petty chiefs, Pensa and Fwambo, has been brought to and end, mainly through 
the friendly pressure of Mr. Johnston, H.B.M.’s Consul at Mozambique, who arrived at Fwambo 
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at the end of November. There is no longer any doubt as to the fate of Mr. Weissemberger, 
whose disappearance was a mystery. He was killed by the Pensa people; but whether 
intentionally or by mistake is not clear. His body, greatly disfigured and torn by hyenas, was 
found thrown into the stream from which the missionaries draw their water and just a little above 
the very spot from which they draw. After the discovery of the body matters were in a very 
critical state for a time. Had the missionaries shown any intention to take vengeance upon the 
natives for their crime, and outburst of violence would have followed; but, by the exercise of 
prudence, forbearance, and tact, this threatened danger was happily averted. At one moment, 
when the natives were yelling and dancing around the missionaries in a menacing manner, a 
single word unwisely spoken would have been like a spark in a barrel of gunpowder. But 
fortunately no such word was spoken, and the interview ended satisfactorily. 

Consul Johnston’s visit greatly cheered the mission party, who had had a gloomy time of 
it, being deserted by their servants, compelled to do the most menial work themselves, without 
European provisions, and debarred from intercourse with the outside world. For a fortnight they 
had no help at all; they were left entirely alone. Says one of them: “Oh, these are dreary times! 
We are simply living, keeping body and soul together.” Mr. Johnston was most genial and 
sympathetic, ready to help in every possible way. The missionaries feel that they are under deep 
obligations to him, both for the improved state of things due to his pressure upon the chiefs, and 
for his personal kindness. The runaway domestics and others were returning, the people once 
more freely moving about, bringing food to sell, and cultivating their grounds. A supply of 
necessaries had also arrived. Depression was banished, hope again triumphant. 

Dr. Mather writes: “We are all well, and are beginning to see the dawn of better things 
for this down-trodden land. Peace is reigning around, we are getting nearer the people, and are 
feeling more settled… [sic] I am now attending one of the chiefs of the neighborhood, and I am 
thankful to see he is improving under treatment. The people are beginning to come to me more 
freely, both for slight as well as serious ailments. I usually see ordinary patients from 6 a.m. to 
12 a.m. Urgent cases are attended to at any time. The health of the Mission is remarkably good.” 

At Urambo, which is more than 200 miles to the east of the northern part of Tanganyika, 
there has also been much anxiety and uncertainty. Letters from Mr. Draper to private friends, of 
so recent a date as December 27th, have reached England via Zanzibar. He has frequently visited 
the villages in the neighborhood, and is gradually gaining a knowledge of the language. Mr. and 
Mrs. Shaw were well when he wrote. 

Pg 166 – “Home News” 
Farewell to Captain Hore 

On Monday, April 14th, the Board took leave of Captain E.C. Hore, prior to his leaving 
for a special deputation tour among the Australasian churches. He was introduced by the Rev. 
E.H. Jones, who explained the object of this tour. The friends of the Society in the colonies are, 
in these days, taking more interest in the Society’s work. Not only representatives of the 
Polynesian and New Guinea Missions, but the Rev. N.L. Doss and Miss Linley, of Calcutta, and 
Miss Philip (now Mrs. Smith), of North China, have visited them within the last year or two. 
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And now, in connection with the recent appointment of the Rev. Joseph King as deputation agent 
for the Australasian colonies, the Directors have deemed it wise to bring before those colonies 
the African work of the Society. In Captain Hore they felt that they had the right man for this 
duty, and they were, therefore, sending him forth with much hopefulness as to the results of his 
visit. S.R. Scott, Esq., Chairman of the Board, assured Captain Hore of the Directors’ confidence 
in him. His movements would be watched with great interest, and it was hoped that his mission 
would be appreciated and prove thoroughly successful. Captain Hore having briefly replied, the 
Rev. Arthur Hall commended him and his undertaking to God in prayer. 

June 
Pg 171 – “Our Ninety-Sixth Anniversary” 

… 

The Rev. W.C. Willoughby did not go out to Central Africa for nothing, even if he only 
gained the power, by a short contact with heathenism, of moving the hearts of those to whom he 
speaks about the thrilling work, as he did on the present occasion. 

At no time, said he, had interest in Africa been so deep and intelligent as it was to-day. 
Politically, commercially, philanthropically, and religiously, Africa was coming in for a very 
large share of the interest of Europe. Speaking of his experience of the Wanyamwezi, he 
observed that it was not always easy to manage men who were at the same time independent and 
plucky. The late chief Mirambo ruled his kingdom with an iron hand, but justly, and he could 
hardly imagine a better governor. Men who did no wrong were safe in the country; but for those 
who did wrong there was but one punishment, and that was death. When he (the speaker) tried to 
explain to Mirambo how our Queen exercised mercy, the chief explained: “Ah, yes; that is wise 
and good. But the Queen governs gentlemen and I govern savages.” Mr. Willoughby gave a 
facetious description of a Wanyamwezi seeking a wife, and after a passing reference to the 
difficulty a medicine man showed in controverting an argument of him as to the future life, he 
concluded with a most pathetic appeal for workers, quoting the message of a lady worker, who 
was not spared to deliver her own touching assertion that nothing in her native land could present 
greater attractions than her work in Central Africa. “Every station has its graves,” said Mr. 
Willoughby; “but what does the grave mean? It is the title-deed to the country.” 

… 

Pg 200 – “Announcements” 
Departure 

Captain E.C. Hore embarked for Melbourne, per steamer Orizaba, April 25th. 

July 
Pg 226 – “Home News” 

A Medical Missionary for Urambo 

At the same meeting Mr. G.A. Wolfendale, L.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. (Edin.), took leave of 
the Directors prior to his departure for Urambo, Central Africa. In introducing him to the Board, 
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the Foreign Secretary stated that Dr. Wolfendale would leave England for Zanzibar the following 
Monday. He had been accepted for service in the district of Urambo. After a successful career as 
a student in Edinburgh, in which city also he had done much earnest evangelistic work, he had 
come forward with much enthusiasm and offered himself for a missionary career. He was going 
to a station now thoroughly settled and prospering and would join Mr. and Mrs. Shaw and Mr. 
Draper in an endeavor to make the Urambo Mission a great power for good. Daily service was 
already held; Mrs. Shaw’s school was becoming quite a success; the only want was a medical 
missionary to complete the band of workers. The road to the interior being now open, there 
would be no difficulty in getting through. True, there was a paucity of porters in consequence of 
the numerous caravans that were starting, but large numbers of Wanyamwezi were moving down 
to the coast, so that by the time Dr. Wolfendale reached Zanzibar it was hoped that this difficulty 
would be at an end. 

The Chairman (W.S. Gard, Esq.) in a few appropriate words bade the departing 
missionary God-speed, saying as he did so that one of the pleasures of the office of chairman 
(which he has previously filled and therefore knows by experience) is that of speaking the 
parting word to young brethren who are leaving for the foreign field. 

Dr. Wolfendale briefly replied. He said that he could not tell how thankful to God he felt. 
Ever since he was a boy he had the desire to be a missionary. God had at length opened the way, 
and although he felt altogether unworthy of the honor, he was gladly going forth to do God’s 
will. 

The Rev. D. MacEwan, D.D., who has rejoined the Board, then commended him to God 
in special prayer. 

Pg 232 – “Announcements” 
Departures 

Mr. G.A. Wolfendale, L.R.C.S, L.R.C.P., on his appointment to Urambo, Central Africa, 
embarked for Zanzibar, per steamer Madura, June 9th. 

September 
Pg 286 – “News from Abroad” 

The Murderers of Mr. Arthur Brooks 

Eighteen months ago, this young artisan missionary was murdered at Mkange, a few 
miles from the East Africa coast, when on his way home to take his furlough. Little, however, 
transpired as to the actual circumstances of his death. There is at length a prospect of getting at 
the facts. A communication from the Marquis of Salisbury, dated August 2nd, 1890, informs the 
Foreign Secretary of the Society that it would appear, from information recently furnished to Her 
Majesty’s agent and consul-general at Zanzibar, that Mr. Brooks was murdered by five men, who 
were deputed by Chief Bwana Heri and his son Abdullah to bring him into Saaddani. These men, 
noticing that Mr. Brooks had a very considerable number of boxes with him, determined to kill 
him in the hope of securing a valuable booty. Mr. Brooks was murdered accordingly, but his 
boxes were found to contain nothing of value. Bwana Heri and Abdullah told Colonel Euan 
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Smith’s informant that, owing to the disturbed state of the coast-line, they were unable to seize 
and punish the murderers. Colonel Euan Smith expresses no opinion as to the truth or falsehood 
of this intelligence; but he has been promised the names and descriptions of the five men in 
question, and, on obtaining them, he will address the German authorities with a view to the arrest 
and trial of the alleged murderers, who are known to be concealed somewhere on the mainland. 

Good News from Central Africa 

The last mail to hand left Fwambo on the highlands south of Tanganyika on March 4th. 
All at that station were well. Writing from Niumkorlo [Niamkolo], which is on the Lake, at the 
south end, on January 20th, Mr. Swann says: - 

“At present every member of the Mission is well, and there is a growing appreciation of 
our presence around the Lake. The French have been forced to give up their station at Kirando, 
just south of Karema, in consequence of the chief’s exorbitant demands for presents. They are 
going to build in ‘Pemba’ (a small district not marked on Captain Hore’s map), between Fipa and 
Ulungu, over which ‘Mkaroki’ (a woman) presides. I feel very much cheered at the present 
outlook, and cannot fail to see God’s answers to thousands of prayers, years of toils, and 
precious lives, in this apparent covetous rush for the Dark Continent.” 

A little more than a month later Mr. Swann adds: - 

“Since penning the former, time has moved on, and I add later information. In 
consequence of continuous slave raids in this district, our settlement is increasing rapidly. We are 
having at attendance of from 120 to 150 people every Sunday to service, and if the number 
increases as we expect, a larger place will have to be erected for their accommodation. These are 
times which we have long hoped for, and we are telling them, in our feeble way, about the love 
of God, to which they listen, and question what they cannot understand. They say: ‘We will 
follow Isa (Jesus); what shall we do? what is required of us?’ Mr. Thompson, is not this a sign of 
rain? I think so! And although I do not for a moment wish you to imagine these people are a 
penitent lot, yet I do wish you to know that these things have, and are being, said on Tanganyika. 
These people flocked to us for safety, and we have resolved to die rather than permit them to be 
carried into slavery; there is no other course open to us. Safety they must have, or we stay here in 
vain; and, whilst standing between them and horrible slavery by man, we are able to offer the 
terms of safety from the slavery of sin, and with considerable hopes of their acceptance as far as 
they understand.” 

Urambo Station 

Letters from the Rev. T.F. Shaw and from Mr. Draper, dated May 31st, came to hand on 
August 13th, and are reassuring and satisfactory. Mr. Shaw writes: -  

“We continue quite safe here, and all well, with the exception that Mr. Draper gets a little 
fever now and then, and is rather anemic, while, unfortunately, he has no iron or other tonics, and 
ours is almost finished. 
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“The work is going on steadily here, and the services during the past year and up to now 
have had an average attendance of more than double previous years, being nearly always over 
twenty and sometimes as many as sixty, in consequence of which we have considerably 
increased the sitting accommodation by Mr. Draper making some more forms. I am now making 
a third revision of the Gospel of Mark, and am getting on with a first revision of Luke. 

“Altogether we have seen nothing serious to discourage us in our work, and much to 
encourage in the continued friendship of the chief and people all through last year, as well as in 
the increased attendance at services and in the girls’ school.” 

October 
Pg 328 – “Announcements” 
Births 

Hore – August 22nd, at Bedford, the wife of Captain E.C. Hore, of a daughter. 

December 
Pg 379 – “News from Abroad” 

Dr. Mather’s Estimate of Fwambo 

Repeated reference to Fwambo, the new inland station on the hills to the south of Lake 
Tanganyika, has been made in our pages, and tidings concerning it have been read with interest. 
Dr. Mather, one of the staff of workers there, sends home the subjoined estimate of the station. 
He writes: - 

“The medical work here is being carried on continuously. On an average 150 patients 
visit me each month, mostly for ordinary ailments. 

“The more I reside at Fwambo the more I feel that as regards health in a country like 
Africa, it is well chosen. We have abundance of water near us; the weather varies, but it is never 
too cold nor too hot. The cold season, which lasts with us for about three months, is the one most 
enjoyed by Europeans. The rainy season, which lasts for six or seven months, is hot and steamy. 
The dry last three months, and is hot without much moisture. The ground round the station is 
rapidly being brought under cultivation. Vegetables cultivated are two kinds of native potato, 
beans, peas, grain – wheat and rice have been tried, Indian corn does well. The English potato 
flourishes. Fruit trees, as the papaw, the orange, the lemon, the date, the fig, are shooting up. We 
have now a small flock of goats and sheep, which we hope shortly to increase. We home by next 
wet season to have a fair supply of good milk from them, as well as have our wants in the way of 
meat provided for. About 6,000 people live within a day’s journey (say, twenty miles) of us, but, 
unfortunately, people will not stay on the station any time, owing, in part, to our not being able to 
afford them protection, and again because of there not being much land suitable for cultivation 
round it; and cultivation to be successful would need an extensive system of irrigation to be 
carried out from the river, which is below us, and about 400 yards distant. This is a point of 
weakness, as it places us in a very defenseless position, and leaves us much at the mercy of the 
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natives, who, in the case of a war with the white men, would likely attack the missionary station 
and overwhelm it.” 

Emin Pasha and our Urambo Missionaries 

Private letters from Urambo, dated August 3rd and September 1st, report Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaw and Mrs. Draper as all well. The work is quietly progressing. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw had been 
to Tabora, and there met with his Excellency Emin Pasha, who treated them with marked 
kindness. The Arabs agreed to accept the German flag. Their chief difficulty in doing so was that 
it involved the absolute prohibition of slavery. Emin went in person to ask Mr. and Mrs. Shaw to 
be present at the ceremony of hoisting the flag. A German officer, who was ill, returned with 
them to Urambo, and another officer has joined him. Urambo is likely to be made a military 
station. 

Pg 392 – “Announcements” 
Births 

Jones – April 23rd, at Fwambo, Central Africa, the wife of the Rev. D.P. Jones, of a 
daughter. 
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